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REPORT 

OFFICIAL VISIT BY H.E. AMBASSADOR ISIAKA ABDULQADIR IMAM, THE D-8 

SECRETARY-GENERAL, ATTENDING THE 2ND HIGH-LEVEL FORUM ON FOOD 

SECURITY, THE 6TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ISLAMIC ORGANIZATION 

FOR FOOD SECURITY, AND THE 9TH MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON FOOD 

SECURITY AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORGANIZATION OF 

ISLAMIC COOPERATION 

 

DOHA, QATAR, 1-3 OCTOBER 2023 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. H.E. Ambassador Isiaka Abdulqadir Imam, the D-8 Secretary-General (D-8 SG), 

paid an official visit to Doha, Qatar, to participate in i) the 6th General Assembly of the 

Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS), ii) the 2nd High-Level Forum (HLF) on 

Food Security, and iii) the 9th Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural 

Development of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Doha, Qatar, on 1-3 

October 2023. During the visit, Mr. Punjul S. Nugraha, Director for Economy, 

Implementation, and External Relations, accompanied the D-8 SG. 

2. The D-8 SG’s participation in those series of events was upon the invitation from 

the Director-General of the IOFS and the Secretary-General of the OIC, based on the 

existing Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the D-8 and those two 

organizations.  

3. The D-8 SG also signed the Joint Action Plan on Agriculture and Food Security 

between the D-8 and IOFS as a continuation of the Memorandum of Understanding on 

Institutional Cooperation between the D-8 and IOFS, signed on 17 March 2023.  

4. Among the highlights from the visit are: 

a. The adoption of the “Doha Declaration Towards Achieving the 2030 

Sustainable Development Goals in OIC Member States” by the OIC. 

b. H.E. Ambassador Askar Mussinov was elected as the new Director-General 

of the IOFS.  

c. The D-8 Secretary-General delivered opening remarks at the Sub-Foum 1 

of the 2nd HLF on Food Security. 

d. The signing of the Joint Action Plan between the D-8 and IOFS on 

Agriculture and Food Security for 2024 – 2026.  
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II. PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES 

A. The 6th General Assembly of the IOFS 

5. The IOFS organized its 6th General Assembly in Doha, Qatar, on 3 October 2023. 

Representatives from 40 IOFS Member States and 13 observers, including the D-8 

Secretariat, attended the Assembly. The 6th General Assembly of the IOFS was organized 

in conjunction with the 9th Ministerial Conference on Agriculture and Food Security, held 

in Doha on 1-2 October 2023.  

6. The 6th General Assembly of the IOFS also marks the chairmanship handover from 

the outgoing Chairman, H.E. Mr. Abdel Monem Belati, the Minister of Agriculture, 

Hydraulics, and Maritime Fisheries of Tunisia, to H.E. Dr. Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Turki 

Al Subaie, the Minister of Municipality of Qatar.  

7. Notable outcomes from the 6th General Assembly, among others: 

a. The admission of four new IOFS Member States, namely, Gabon, Iraq, 

Jordan, and Yemen. Those four new members signed the IOFS Statute 

during the OIC's 9th Ministerial Conference on Agriculture and Food 

Security on 2 October 2023.  

b. The General Assembly adopted 12 resolutions, enumerating commitments 

and proposed programs for the IOFS in its effort to make an impact on the 

global stage in the pursuit of food security.  

c. The General Assembly also elected H.E. Ambassador Askar Musinov as the 

new Director-General of IOFS, succeeding H.E. Prof. Yerlan Baidaulet, 

who just concluded his term of office. H.E. Ambassador Askar Mussinov, a 

Kazakh diplomat, was previously the Assistant Secretary-General of OIC 

for Science and Technology.  

d. The Qatari Government granted US$ 2 million to IOFS to strengthen the 

organization's programs. 

e. The 7th General Assembly of the IOFS will take place in Astana, Kazakhstan 

in 2024.  

B. The 2nd High-Level Forum on Food Security  

8. The IOFS, in cooperation with the Ministry of Municipality of Qatar, organized the 

2nd High-Level Forum (HLF) on Food Security in Doha, Qatar, on 1-3 October 2023, at the 

margin of its 6th General Assembly.   

9. The HLF consisted of the following sub-themes:  

a. Media Panel. The panel highlighted the crucial role of media in ensuring 

food security. The panel also emphasized the integral relationship between 

media and food security, including harnessing stronger relationships among 

media outlets, think tanks, international organizations, and government 

institutions. The Panel also identified challenges within food systems and 

issued recommendations to enhance the media’s role in food security.  
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b. Sub-Forum 1 on Engaging Civil Society against Food Insecurity. The 

Sub-Forum discussed the importance of civil society organization’s 

involvement in combating food insecurity. Topics discussed during this 

Sub-Forum include gender empowerment in agriculture, urbanization’s 

impact on food security, and the role of youth in shaping the future of food 

security.  

c. Sub-Forum 2: Advancing Agri-tech for Sustainable Food Security. The 

Sub-Forum discussed the crucial role of technology in advancing 

agricultural productivity and food supply stability. The Sub-Forum 

discussed topics, among others, on water management technologies, 

organic farming, emerging technologies in food production, and policy 

framework in agri-tech.  

d. Sub-Forum 3: IFPA – Enhancing Intra-OIC Food Markets. The Sub-

Forum discussed strategies and measures to strengthen food markets within 

the OIC Member States. Particular emphasis was given to enhancing trade 

and cooperation to support more robust food security. The Sub-Forum also 

discussed national food sector development, investments in the food 

industry, and agri-food projects across the OIC countries.  

10. The D-8 Secretary-General delivered opening remarks at Sub-Forum 1 on 

Engaging Civil Society Against Food Insecurity. He underlined the crucial role played by 

civil society organizations in pursuing food security. They can bridge the gap between the 

public sector and the grassroots level. Against such background, he underscored the 

importance of harnessing close collaboration, involvement, and engagement with civil 

society organizations and promoting public-private partnerships.  

C. The 9th Ministerial Conference on Agricultural Development and Food 

Security of the OIC 

11. The OIC organized its 9th Ministerial Conference on Agricultural Development and 

Food Security (MC) of the OIC in Doha on 2 October 2023. A Preparatory Meeting at the 

Senior Officials level was held on 1 October 2023, preceding the Ministerial Conference. 

The Minister of Municipality of Qatar chaired the 9th MC.  

12. The 9th MC adopted the “Doha Declaration Towards Achieving the 2030 

Sustainable Development Goals in OIC Member States”. The Doha Declaration underlined 

the importance of strengthening cooperation within the framework of the OIC in food 

security and agricultural development to build more resilient food systems and achieve 

sustainable development goals through exchanging knowledge and best practices.  

13. The 9th MC also identified the need to establish the necessary financial 

infrastructure and legal frameworks to enhance the financial inclusion of farmers. Such 

support will be channeled through providing access to financial products and services, 

including Islamic economic models.  

14. The 9th MC also promotes stronger cooperation and collaboration with relevant OIC 

sub-organizations through joint studies. The Meeting also envisaged the development of a 

business model and cooperation framework in contract farming and assessing the needs 

and capabilities of the OIC Member States. 
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D. The Signing of the Joint Action Plan between the D-8 and IOFS 

15. The D-8 SG and H.E. Masoud Al-Marri, the Chairman of the IOFS Executive 

Board, signed the Joint Action Plan between the D-8 and IOFS on Agricultural 

Development and Food Security at the margin of the 6th General Assembly of the IOFS in 

Doha on 1 October 2023.  

16. The Joint Action Plan, prepared by the two Organizations in close consultation with 

their respective members, consists of 12 programs and activities to be jointly organized 

from 2024 to 2026.  

17. The Joint Action Plan supplements the Memorandum of Understanding between 

the D-8 and IOFS, which the two organizations signed on 17 March 2023. The Plan 

programs listed in the Plan will serve as key performance indicators to measure the MoU 

effectiveness.  

18. The Joint Action Plan is attached. 

III. CONCLUSION 

19. The D-8 SG’s official visit to Doha has achieved its intended objectives, i.e., to 

strengthen collaboration with other international organizations to support the attainment of 

the D-8’s objectives, in this particular regard, in the agricultural and food security sectors, 

which are among the D-8 priority areas as enumerated in the D-8 Decennial Roadmap 

2020-2030.  

20. The signed Joint Action Plan will also be useful in approaching other international 

organizations with financial resources to establish triangular cooperation to execute the 

listed programs.  

21. Another added value from the visit is the increased visibility of the D-8 vis-à-vis a 

broader set of international organizations who attended the IOFS and OIC events in Doha.  

 

***** 
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