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I am greatly honoured to welcome you to Nigeria and this auspicious
event of the meeting of the Second Ixpert Working Group on shipping -
of the D8 (Group of Developing Nations) in Abuja Nigeria. As a
rcgional leader in shipping and a responsible member of the
International Maritime Organization with a category ‘¢’ Council sealt,
Nigeria is fully committed to the promiotion of international shipping
and the realization of the full 1113.1'itilllc potential of all D8 members
through positive collaboration and leveraging of the unique stren gths of
individual States.

About a year ago, on the 9" to the 10" November 2010 to be precise,

Nigeria successfully hosted the 1st Meeting of D-8 Working Group on



Shipping, which was organized with the support of the Nigerian
Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) in Abuja. In
organizing the meeting, the D 8 hoped to achieve two critical objectives;
the first ;)'F which was to fast track collaborative engagements between

member States to meet the target of raising the Group’s share of global

trade from 15-20% by 2018.

The second objective of the First Expert Working Group Meeting was to
facilitate the realization of the theme of the 7th Summit of D 8 Heads of
States and Governments held in July 2010 with the theme “LEnhancing
Investment Cooperation Amongst Member States.” Consequently, the

trend of discourse at the various sessions of the meeting was geared (o

towards achicving these objectives. To this end, the meeting concluded
by agrecing on a set of resolutions and plan of action for building the

required synergy for achieving both medium and long terms targets of

%
a
T

the Group.



We are therefore greatly honoured to have you back in Abuja today for
the 2™ Expert Working Group Meeting where we shall review the

success and challenges in the

implementation of the resolutions of the 1
Expert Working Group Meeting. At the conclusion of 1his meeting, new

I urge you all to take maximuym advantage of thig €vent 1o engage in
highly interactive and creztive deliberations with our eyes firn] y set on
the ultimate goal of moving our natjons from the position of developin g
to developed States

in shortest attainable-i, nterval.

Once again T welcome you alf to Nigeria and wish You a most successfy]

deliberation.
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UNDER-SECRETARY FOR REGIONS AND INIERKNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ON BEHALF OF THE
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PROTOCOL

| have the priviege and honour to address this
august gathering on the occasion of the 2nd D-8
Expert Working Group (EWG]) meeting on Shipping
holding in Abuja, Nigeria from today through
tomorrow. It is gratifying to note the enthusiastic
demonstration of commitments by the member
countries of the D-8 in atftending this 2nd EWG
meeling just as was Wime?s§ed during the 1st EWG

meeting that took place in N'ovember, 2010.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
2. You are well aware that today's developmen
environment 1s confrorited by enormous challenges

that call for urgent ingenious collective action. The



:ﬂncmciol and economic crisis' that engulfed the
whole world in the fall of 2008 is defying solutions.
Debt and exchange crises are deepening with
consequences of social tension from America to
Europe The non-resumption of the WTO negotiations
have continued to negatively impact development
prospects of international trade, with developing
counfries more seriously foec’red.. These have
combined with the menace of maritime crimes,
including piracy on the high seas, to justity  the
imperative for strengthened collaboration and

cooperation.

3. The D-8 platform offers a unique opportunity to
give expression to this impérqﬂve. Thus, aggregating
strafegies on shipping and other maritime activities
will provide the comers’rone to effechvely promote
trade and therefore shmulme economic

development and growth. *



4. This meeting, therefore, intends, among other
things, tfo review the implementation of the
resolutions adopted af the 18 EWG meeting;
sfrengthen intra D-8 shipping activities; identify new
priorify} areas; and facilitate pub!ic private sector
partnership. It will also offer the needed opporiunity
to promote mcnrfﬂrne research and development as
well as capacity-building programmes within the

purview of the D-8.

0. Achieving these goals in the next 2 days is @
prefty mean task. However, | am optimistic that
participants are wiling and ready to surpass the
rather discouraging luster that accompanied the

outcome of the first meeting,

6. | do recall that at the 1 Expert Working Group
[EWG) meeting on Shipping, we resolved, among
other things, to es’rob}ish Sub—worhking GrOLJps" in
investment, Technologidﬁl, and commercial issues for
the maritime industry.  One year affer, there has

3



hardly been any sufficient follow-up aclion either as
a group or at bilateral levels between D-8 member-

countries.

7. For instance, the interesfs expressed by Nigeria
for partnership, especially in the Qreds of Marifime
Joint  Venture (MJV), Train the Trainers and
Researchers  (TOTAR) programme, and the
establishment of Automated Maritime Data Access
(AMDA), have nof been keyed into by any D-8

member countries.

8. Similarly, We.hove faced difficulty in tabling
maritime issues at the Joint Commission processes
between Nigeria on one hand, and a number of
ofher D-8 member countries on the other hand.
These have not really complemented our goals in the
maritime sector. |, therefore, suggest that we usé this
opporfunity to set the call rolling fbr the efforts of

maritime experts to beg";inﬁ to yield dividend.



9. We must Q!scj all work together to ensure that
there is significant infra-trade in the D-8 Group as @

necessary corollary for a vibrant shipping sector.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

10. It is obvious that one of the gdps in the
implementation of decisions is the lack of active
participation by the D-8 private sector. | therefore,
urge the private sector participants at this meeling to
brace up to the challenge, to network and develop
partnership frameworks.  This will, in turn, challenge
government authorities to translate such frameworks
into MoUs and bilateral agreements that will underpin
the essence of a thriving maritime sector within and

among D-8 Member countries,

11. I'wish you all very fruitful deliberations.

12. Thank you for your kind ‘attention and God bless.



Opening Remarks
by

Ambassador Bagher Asadi
(Director, D-8 Secretariat)

on behalf of
Secretary-General Widi Pratikto
at the
2rd D-8 Working Group Meeting on Shipping

17 October 2011, Abuja - Nigeria

Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

On behalf of D-8 Organization for Economic Cooperation, in particular
Dr. Pratikto who due to other engagements could not be with us here, I would
like to welcome you all to the 2nd Meeting of the Expert Working Group on
Shipping.

First, I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Nigerian
Government, especially to the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety
Agency (NIMASA), for the Meeting, providing us with a very comfortable
venue in the beautiful city of Abuja. I would also like to express my
appreciation to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Nigeria for the valuable
assistance towards organizing the meeting and to all delegates here whose
active participation contributes to the success of our Meeting. Let me add that
my remarks are focused and rather brief. No need to delve into statements of

a general nature on, let’'s say, the important role shipping plays in the
1



economies of the D-8 community (surely more for some than for others) or
the imperative of expansion of cooperation in the field to reach certain targets
in the future. Firstly, I consider such descriptive statements to be obvious to
all of us and a matter of concurrence within the entire community, and
secondly, out of consideration for the brevity of time available to the meeting.
[ prefer to go right to the heart of the matter at hand.

Dear Colleagues,

Thanks to the Nigerian Government’s keen interest in this area of our
common activities under Transportation, as one of the five main priority areas
of the work of the Organization, we are gathering here for the 2nd Meeting of
the Working Group on Shipping. The first meeting last year established the
overall framework, gave the Member Countries the opportunity to introduce
their shipping sector to the rest of the Organization, engage in the exchange of
experiences and best practices in the field of shipping, and also to agree on a
number of important recommendations for further work. As I am informed,
there has been some progress in the implementation of the first meeting’s
decisions, particularly in the establishment of the maritime transportation
consultation group and website - whose successful operation calls for serious
cooperation of the relevant organs and institutions of the Member Countries.

Looking at the programme of work of this Meeting, [ am reminded that
we have quite a number of important issues to address, inter alia,

1) Strengthening intra-D-8 shipping activities and exploring cooperation
opportunities among the Member Countries, through identification of
concrete areas and opportunities for cooperation in the field of
shipping, including in particular through enhancing logistics services;

2) Encouraging public-private partnership;

3) Enhancing cooperation in research and development activities in the
field; and



4) Actual implementation of capacity-building programmes for human
resource development.

Let me just add that in addressing the above issues - substantial as they
are - we have to be realistic and objective in our approach, particularly with
respect to the challenges ahead of us in promoting cooperation in this field, as
in other fields, bilaterally as well as collectively. As aptly indicated in the brief
by the host country, we might need to “re-strategize implementation
processes.” Moreover, as experience tells us, in this sector as in other areas of
our work, we need to articulate specific projects and set timeline for
execution, bearing in mind, needless to say, the strength and potential of
Member Countries along with the particular challenges that apply to each and
every country.

I would also like to underline the particular importance of two more
aspects in our work here; one, to promote networking among stakeholders in
ports, shipyards, education, training, research and regulatory subsectors -
which should start, first and foremost, at the national level (I am glad to see
the banner right behind the podium emphasizes this very aspect as a theme of
the Meeting); and two, the public-private cooperation. I am sure everybody
agrees with me that this aspect has not been given due emphasis in the past.
The private sector in the Member Countries enjoys the requisite potential to
play its constructive role in promoting the level of actual cooperation - again,
more in some countries than in others. But, in any event, the meaningful
realization of such cooperation depends on the will and determination of the
private sector and equally so on the conducive environment to be created,
facilitated, supported, and sustained by the public sector.

In our collective efforts towards achieving the above objectives in the
course of the coming years, I believe it is incumbent upon us here to work in
earnest to design an appropriate structure for the Expert Working Group on
Shipping, including with regard to the articulation of its functions and
responsibilities.



Distinguished Delegates,

In concluding my remarks, I would like to emphasize, once more, the
imperative of realism and objectivity in our approach and discussions on how
to take a concrete step forward in our collective endeavor in the field of
Shipping Industry, as clearly underlined in the 2008-2018 Roadmap. And
finally, I wish all of you success here in Abuja, and thank you for your
attention and indulgence. We in the Secretariat, look forward to fruitful,
focused discussions and a solid outcome - which, I might add, in all honesty.
does not need to be huge, comprehensive, spanning a wide range of issues,
and containing numerous recommendations and proposals; rather instead a
limited set of do-ables - and if [ may be allowed to underline, “a limited set of
do-ables” -- which we can celebrate their successful implementation in our
third meeting next year.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman
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