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As of 7th September 2012
1st Draft on Terms of Reference
D-8 Working Group on Food Security, Standards and Trade Issues
Background
Developing countries in every corner of the globe are being affected by the global food crisis in 2008. This illustrate the state of uncertainty in the world food supply chain to provide enough nutritious food for mankind, mainly due to the sky rocketing price in food commodities coupled with shortages and diminishing food stocks as a result of reduce in yield and production.  

International organizations such as WTO, IMF and FAO had issued statements that any shortages of food supplies can create uncertainty that would have negative impacts and political instability of a country if it is not urgently addressed. This can become a global concern since it led to an increasing number of people across regions not able to access 
Commonly the concept of food security is defined as including both physical and economic access to food that meets people’s dietary need as well as their food preferences. Based on this definition, Food Security is built on three main pillars:

a. Food availability: The availability of sufficient quantities of food of appropriate quality, supplied through domestic production and/or imports (including food aid).

b. Food accessibility: Access by individuals to adequate resources (entitlements) for acquiring appropriate foods for a nutritious diet. Entitlements are defined as the set of all commodity bundles over which a person can establish command given the legal, political, economic and social arrangements of the community in which they live (including traditional rights such as access to common resources).

c. Utilization: Utilization of food through adequate diet, clean water, sanitation and health care to reach a state of nutritional well-being where all physiological needs are met. This brings out the importance of non-food 
Objectives

D-8 Working Group on Food Security, Standards and Trade Issues will serve as a forum for member countries to enhance the capacity on Food Security, Standards and Trade Issues contributing to economic growth and social well-being of the member countries.

Principles of Cooperation

The activities of the Working Group will accord with the principles of Kuala Lumpur Initiatives to Address Food Security in D-8 Countries. These activities will:

.
be based on the principles of mutual respect and equality, mutual benefit and assistance;

.
develop an environment favourable to integrate the cooperation process; 
.
integrate environmental considerations in all relevant activities;
In addition, the D-8 Working Group will:

.
pay due respect to the diversity of agricultural sectors of the D-8 member countries;

.
recognise changes occurring in the agricultural sectors of D-8 member countries;

Scope of Works
· D-8 member countries will carry out its activities consistent with the vision of the D-8 Initiatives;
· Identification Identifying and sharing of information on standards and regulations from WG on Fertilizer, WG on Animal Feed, WG on Seed Bank and WG on Marine & Fisheries among D-8 member countries
· Selection of Priority product standards based on input from WG on Fertilizer, WG on Animal Feed, WG on Seed Bank and WG on Marine & Fisheries on agriculture and fisheries products for harmonisation standards and regulations.
· Harmonize the priority standards

· Identified Identifying priority standards and regulations on other food products not covered in those 4 (four) Working Groups. 
· The D-8 Working Group on Standards and Trade Issues will concentrate in its future work on capacity building and technical cooperation on standards for along the priority products chain of agriculture and food production, processing, marketing and distribution.
· Capacity building and technical cooperation along the chain of agriculture and food production, processing, marketing and distribution.
· Capacity Building and Technical Cooperation will focus on the following areas of activities:
· Promote activities and cooperation to strengthen food security among D-8 Member Countries in the field of animal feed productions, fertilizers, seed bank and marine and fisheries.
· Above mentioned areas of activities will be reviewed annually;
· The Working Group will liaise with the business sector and relevant authorities;  
· D-8 member countries will carry out its activities consistent with the vision of the D-8 Initiatives;
· Capacity Building and Technical Cooperation will focus on promoting activities and cooperation to strengthen food security among D-8 Member Countries in the field of animal feed productions, fertilizers, seed bank, marine & fisheries and on standards and trade issues.
Mechanism of Works

· D-8 Working Group shall be composed by Sub Working Groups and meetings should be held at least once in a year and. The venue will be rotated within the members (How many sub working groups will established? There is a need to know the numbers and titles of the sub working groups); (Proposed from Nigeria)

· The report of Working Group will be presented in back to back meetings between SOM  and  the Ministerial Forums;

· Chair Person and Co Chair of Sub Working Group WGST shall be appointed from D-8 members by consensus for a period of two (?) years. SOM and Ministerial Forum Should be appointed by consensus. (The appointments of chairpersons by consensus would be at what meeting and at what level of representation) (Comment from Nigeria)

· Chair person also assisted by a secretary who will be appointed from D-8 members by consensus for a period of two (?) years.
The activities of the Working Group will accord with the principles of Kuala Lumpur Initiatives to Address Food Security in D-8 Countries. These activities will:

   - be based on the principles of mutual respect and equality, mutual benefit and  assistance;
   - develop an environment favourable to integrate the cooperation process;
   - integrate environmental considerations in all relevant activities;
   - pay due respect to the diversity of agricultural sectors of the D-8 member countries;

   - recognise changes occurring in the agricultural sectors of D-8 member countries;

· The WGST will be operated on the basis of consensus and in line with KL initiative. (Masukan dari Pusat Analisis Kerjasama Internasional dan Antar Lembaga KKP)
· The WGST will endeavour to conduct its business through electronic means such as e-mail or teleconference (if necessary).
· The WGST shall report its recomendation proceedings to the SOM D-8 Food Security.
Structure of the Group

The Working Group will meet at least annually, with meetings arranged in such a way which minimizes resource costs and maximizes member participation.

The Working Group may establish special task forces with strictly defined terms of reference and duration.

The Working Group shall review the scope of its activities and all aspects of its operations every three years or as new issues appear. 

The Working Group will report to SOM.   

· The Working Group consist of 1 (one) Official Representative from the Regulatory Authority of each of the D-8 Member Countries.
· The official representative may be accompanied by their delegation at the D-8 Working Group on Standards and Trade Issues meetings.

· The representatives will bear the cost of their own participation in the the WGST Meeting.

· The Working Group will liaise with the business sector and relevant  authorities to enhance the capacity on Food Security, Standards and Trade Issues contributing to economic growth and social well-being of the member countries.
· Representatives from private sector can be invited to participate in the WGST as delegates or observers as officially designated by the Head of Delegations of each country. 
· Secretariat for the WGST will be provided by the D-8 Secretariat.

Review of Terms of Reference (TOR)

Above mentioned areas of activities or TOR could be reviewed. Memberscould notify in writing their comments 2 (two) month prior to next WGST meeting (if any)
The WGST may review the this TOR scope of its activities and all aspects of its operations every three years or as new issues appear. (if any)
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