Report of the D-8 Working Group on Fertilizers
(Cairo – Egypt, 6-7 April 2010)

Introduction 
D-8 working group on fertilizers was held in Marriott hotel– Cairo from 6-7 April 2010. The group was chaired by Dr. Sherif ElGabaly Chairman of the Chamber of Chemical Industries in Egypt and attended by

· Mr Quazi  Akhtar  Hossain 


 (Bangladesh)
· Dr. Alexander Barus MA, MBA

 (Indonesia)
· Mr Ali Rajabi 



 
 (Iran)
· Mr. Mohammad Reza Shafeinia
 
 (Iran)
· Mr. Sulaiman Bin Md Zain


 (Malaysia)
· Mr. Zainal Abidin
 Matassan


(Malaysia)
· Mr .Mehmet KOCA



 (Turkey)
· Mr .Huseyin Akay



 (Turkey)
· Dr. Sherif El Gabaly



 (Egypt)
· Dr. Yousef Hamdi



 (Egypt)
Pakistan and Nigeria were not able to attend. D-8 secretariat was requested to provide the updated presentation of these two countries, to Egypt as a prime mover of fertilizer group. 
The presentations made by the member countries formed the guiding principles for the working group to determine the priorities according to terms of reference of D-8 group on fertilizer 
Ambassador / Tabatabaee Director of D-8 secretariat and Ms. Esen Gonen from the D-8 secretariat presented the chair report for the working group held on Feb. 2009 in Kuala Lumpur. After reviewing this report and country presentations, elaborate discussions took place, and the following recommendations have been adopted:-


1- The group agreed that the present working group of fertilizer in which Egypt is the prime mover should continue to be a permanent standing committee on fertilizer and in cooperation with the secretariat in Istanbul. 

2-  On the area of strengthening cooperation in the field of fertilizers production the group agreed on cooperation in these areas:-
· Human resources 
· Technical assistance 

· Environmental impact from the production and use of fertilizers
· Availability of raw materials
· Investment opportunities and cooperation 

· Harmonizing of fertilizers standards between D-8 countries

· Implementation of preferential trade agreement (PTA) for fertilizers

· Establishment of joint research & technological collaboration in production and supply of fertilizers and to meet every 6 month to discuss special topics workshops, etc....
3- Develop joint investment programs in the field of fertilizer production by encouraging and supporting investors and private sector.
· Priority subject to the availability of raw materials .
· Participate in investment opportunities in privatization programmes in any of the D-8 countries.

· As a result, during this meeting, Egypt, Iran & Turkey agreed to cooperate by establishing a J.V fertilizer complex in Egypt for the production of (SA / PA / DAP/ TSP) all other D-8 countries are welcomed to join in this project.

4- Cooperation with international organizations such as FAO and others. 
The group agreed on the following time frame for the implementation of the recommendations adopted by this working group meeting :- 
· Establishing a database about the production, consumption and trade based on the available data from the country presentations, within 3 months and to be done by Egypt.
· Member countries should come up  with their  comments and / or approvals within 3 months after receiving the database  

· Egypt after receiving the feedback as stated above , should have the final documents on the database to be circulated to member countries through D-8 secretariat within 3 months

· The implementation strategy adopted as mentioned in the chair report (annex10) in Kuala Lumpur (25-27 Feb. 2009) will be advised to each prime mover country and they have to confirm acceptance of task(s) given to them within one month. In case any country declines, then Egypt as prime mover for the group will assign new prime mover for those tasks with consent of the country by informing D-8 secretariat
· Each prime mover will have to come up with final result of his assigned task(s) within 6 months from the start of his duty 
During this working group meeting in Cairo, private sector of Iran – Egypt signed a letter of intent to exchange fertilizers materials and promote cooperation in this field.
Delegation of Iran expressed its readiness to host next working group meeting in Tehran. The date of the meeting will be announced in due time.

Delegation of Turkey also expressed willingness to be the host of the future working group meeting. 
