THE SECOND D-8 SMEs GOVERNMENTAL BODIES MEETING

ISTANBUL 04/10/2011

FINAL REPORT
The SMEs Governmental Bodies of Developing 8 Countries represented by;

· Arab Republic of Egypt

· Republic of Indonesia

· Islamic Republic of Iran

· Malaysia

· Federal Republic of Nigeria

· Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

· Republic of Turkey

held its second meeting on October 4, 2011 in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey under the chairmanship of Small and Medium Enterprises Development Organization (KOSGEB) of Turkey.

KOSGEB Vice President Mr. S. Tuna ŞAHİN was elected as Chairman of the Meeting by the Delegates. The Agenda which was proposed by KOSGEB was approved by Delegates. Under this Agenda, Mr. Ertuğrul NAZLI and Ms. Duygu YÜCESOY MANYASLI were elected as reporters.
By taking into account the First D-8 SMEs Governmental Meeting held in Tehran on December 7, 2010 agreed issues on Establishing D-8 Communication Network, Promoting International Trade Activities and Common Brand, Exchanging of Experiences, Cooperating on Industrial Parks of D-8 Countries, Training and Upgrading Technical and Executive Skills of SMEs, Working on SMEs’ Access to Finance and Risks and also New Subject Proposals for Future Perspectives were discussed and the results of its deliberations are summarized as follows:
Agenda Item 1

D-8 Communication Network
The chairman briefed the Delegates on the decision of the establishment the Communication Network between D-8 SMEs Governmental bodies to provide necessary coordination and follow up and then invited ISIPO for its explanations. Iran (ISIPO) informed the Delegates about developments of the Communication Network and declared that they could not finalize the D-8 communication network document, they need two more weeks to work on the document and will send the final document to the D-8 member countries.

Iran (ISIPO) suggested that the Presidents and governments of each country should approve the first D-8 SMEs Governmental Bodies Report for active participation. They confirmed that they seek implementation of the report.

Chairman suggested circulating the new statement of Iran and receiving comments concerning the statement. Pakistan suggested examining the new statement. Delegates approved the suggestion and it is decided that item will be finalized in the afternoon session. In the afternoon session no objection has been raised except Egypt has concerns about above mentioned statement, it is decided that the statement will be offered in SME Task Force Meeting. 

Agenda Item 2

International Trade Activities
By drawing attention of the Delegates to the necessity to develop international trade activities, Delegates shared their views about this topic. Turkey (KOSGEB) informed the Delegates about its implementation of Foreign Business Trip Support Program for Turkish SMEs. 
Iran (ISIPO) asserted that they plan to create a similar support mechanism for SMEs in their country and improve their current support model. Iran (ISIPO) offered Turkey (KOSGEB) to exchange their support model with them. Turkey (KOSGEB) informed  the Delegates that they will share the details of their support model with all the member countries in electronic environment.
Agenda Item 3
Exchange of Experiences
Regarding the exchange successful experiences in member countries The Delegates briefed on the latest status of the Best Practice Workshops Schedule. 
Iran informed the Delegates that they realized Industrial Cluster Development Workshop in February 2011. The report of this workshop will be sent to the Delegates. The workshop schedule updated as follows:
	Member Country
	Subject
	Executor
	Date

	Indonesia
	· Consultancy Dev.
	DGSMI
	29th Nov.2011
- 01st Dec.2011

	Iran
	· Industrial Park Construction

· Export consortium establishment
	ISIPO
	To be confirmed.

	Malaysia
	· Training for SME agencies 
	SMECORP
	12th-23 rd Dec 2011

	Turkey
	· Dev. clustering policies

· LED of Anatolia

· SPX 
· Business & Tech. incubators
	KOSGEB
	2012 First half of

	Nigeria
	· SPX/Cluster development
	SMEDAN
	Second half of 2012
(To be confirmed.)


Additionally Turkey (KOSGEB) informed the Delegates about the Proposal of “D-8 SME Expert Exchange Project”.  It is decided that the timing of the project will be arranged by the bilateral negotiations.
Agenda Item 4
Training and Upgrading Technical and Executive Skills of SMEs

Delegates underlined the importance of training and upgrading technical and executive skills of SMEs through holding the training workshops for SMEs and SMEs Governmental Institutions Staff.
Nigeria informed the Delegates about “building a D-8 SMEs Training Centre in Nigeria”. Nigeria asserted that temporary training building has been identified and ready to share their facilities but the permanent building will be completed and Nigeria Ministry of Foreign Affairs will inform the D-8 Secretariat.

Agenda Item 5
Cooperation on Industrial Parks of D-8 Countries

The current situation about the establishment of Turkey-Iran Joint Free Industrial Zone expressed by Turkish Ministry of Science, Industry and Technology. Iran wanted to learn whether the location has been determined by Turkey. Turkey answered as that they were waiting for governmental approvals and political decision.
Agenda Item 6
SMEs’ Access to Finance and Risks
Delegates exchanged views on common developments on the issues of establishing a Legal Entity to guarantee international investment, insurance, mitigating vulnerability of small and medium enterprises and financial risks resulting from joint ventures between industrial units of Member Countries is another agreement of us.
Turkey (KOSGEB) informed the Delegates about the details of KOSGEB Emerging Companies Market SME Support Model. Turkey (KOSGEB) informed that documents about Emerging Companies Market SME Support Model will be sent to all members.
Indonesia shared their experiences on a similar model but it was not successful due to the fact that the level of SMEs concerning this issue was not advanced. Turkey shared they also encountered problems like lack of transparency, they asserted that they solved the problem by educating SMEs and increasing the support. 
Malaysia complimented KOSGEB about the Programme and asked which institutions were involved in the process and whether the enterprises are still SMEs after quoting in Stock Exchange. Turkey (KOSGEB) shared the institutions that is involved in Programme and declared that SMEs are not SMEs after quoting in Stock Exchange.
Agenda Item 7

New Subject Proposals for Future Perspectives
The Delegates shared their opinions about future D-8 studies. Turkey (KOSGEB) has proposed “Green SMEs for Green Globe” as new agenda for the next meeting and Turkey’s proposal will stay on the agenda of the next meeting and Turkey (KOSGEB) will inform the members about the issues that will be realized.
Agenda Item 8
Date and Venue of the Next Meeting
It is agreed that the next meeting will be hosted by the Government of Nigeria in Abuja in 24-25th April 2012.
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