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Universal Declaration ofHAVING REGARD TO
Human Rights of 1948;

ALSO HAVING REGARD TO the joint efforts of Customs administrations
for capacity building in enhancing their skills for carrying out their
responsibilities, increasing their revenue and protecting their economy
and sodety.

Have agreed as follows:

CHAPTER..I
Definitions

Article 1

For the purposes of this Agreement,

a. "Customs administration" shall mean the Customs authority and any
other authority of a Contracting Party authorized under national law
and designated by that Contacting Party to apply any provision of this
Agreement.

b. "Customs duties" shall mean all duties, taxes, fees or any other
charges which are levied in the territories of the Contracting Parties in
application of Customs law, but not including fees and charges for
services rendered;

c. "Customs claim" shall mean any amount of Customs duties that
cannot be collected in one of the Contracting Parties;

d. "Customs law" shall mean any legal and administrative provisions
applicable or enforceable by either Customs administration in
connection with the importation, exportation, transshipment, transit,
storage, and movement of goods, including legal and administrative
provisions relating to measures of prohibition, restriction, and control;

e. "Customs offence" shall mean any breach or attempted breach of
Customs law;

f. "information" shall mean any data, whether or not processed or
analyzed, and documents, reports, and other communications in any
format, including electronic, or certified or authenticated copies
thereof;
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g. "official" shall mean any Custort:1s officer or other government agent
designated by a Customs administration;

h. "person" shall mean both natural and legal persons, unless the
context otherwise requires;

i. "personal data" shall mean any data concerning an identified or
identifiable natural person;

j. "requesting administration" shall mean the Customs administration
which requests assistance;

k. "requested administration" shall mean the Customs administration
from which assistance is requested;

I. "requesting 'Contracting Party" shall mean the Contracting Party
whose Customs administration requests assistance;

m. "requested Contracting Partylf shall mean the Contracting Party whose
Customs administration is requested to provide assistance.

CHAPTER-II
Scope of the Agreement

Article 2

1. Exchange of Information

Contracting Parties shall, through their Customs administrations,
provide each other with r~levant information under the terms set out
in this Agreement, for the proper application of Customs laws, for the
prevention, investigation and combating of Customs offences and to
ensure the security of trade supply chain.

2. Capacity Building

Member countries shall initiate Customs training program to enhance
the knowledge and skills of the Customs personnel, provide expertise
and share training facilities and programs with each other.

3. Administrative Assistance

a. The Contracting Parties shall through their Customs
administrations provide among themselves administrative
assistance under the terms set out in this Agreement, for the
proper application of Customs laws and for the prevention,
investigation and combating of Customs offences;
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b. All assistance under this Agreement by either Contracting Party
shall be provided in accordance with its national legal and
administrative provisions and within the limits of its Customs
administration's competence and available resources;

c. This Agreement only covers multilateral administrative assistance
among the Contracting Parties and is not intended to impact
mutual/multilateral legal assistance agreements between/among
them. If mutual assistance is to be afforded by other authorities
of the requested Contracting Party, the requested administration
shall indicate those authorities and, where known, the relevant
agreement or arrangement applicable;

d. The provisions of this Agreement shall not give rise to a right on
the part of any person to impede the execution of a request.

4. Transit Facilitation

For the promotion of trade among themselves, the Contracting Parties
shall facilitate the transit movements by simplifying and harmonizing
the Customs procedures and compliance mechanism.

5. Customs Data Bank (COB).

Member countries shall consider establishing a centralized Customs
Data Bank for effective information sharing.

CHAPTER III
Scope of Assistance

Article 3
Information for the Application and

Enforcement of Customs law

The Customs admini?trations shall, to the extent possible, provide each
other, either on request or on their own initiative, with information which
helps to ensure proper application of Customs Law and the prevention,
investigation and combating of Customs offences. Such information may
include:

a. new Customs law enforcement techniques having proved their
effectiveness;

b. new trends, means or methods of committing Customs offences;
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2. The termination shall take effect three months from the date of the
notification of termination to the depositary. Ongoing proceedings at
the time of termination shall r nonethelessr be completed in
accordance with the provisions of this Agreement.

Article 25
Review

The Contracting Parties shall meet in order to review this Agreement on
request or at the end of five years from the date of its entry into forcer
unless they notify the Secretariat of the 0-8 Executive Office in Istanbul
in writing that no such review is necessary.

IN WITNESSt WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized
thereto r have signed this Agreement.

DONE at Bali r Indonesia on the 13th day of May 2006 in the English
language in one original copy.
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d. creation of enabling conditions for fair competition among the
Contracting Members;

e. facilitation of mutual trade and contribution towards expansion of
world trade;

f. creation of a more predictable and secure environment for sustainable
growth of trade among the Contracting Members; and

g. facilitation in the diversification of commercial exchanges among the
Contracting Members.

Article 3
GENERAL PRINCIPLES

1. This Agreeme·nt shall be governed in accordance with the following
principles:

a. Overall reciprocity and mutuality of advantag~s to benefit
equitably all Contracting Members, taking into account their
respective levels of economic development, external trade, tariff
policies and import procedures; and

b. Recognition of needs of the Least Developed Contracting Members;
and

c. Negotiations and implementation of the concessions in phases.

2. The Contractin·g Members shall establish and evolve a mechanism to
promote and maintain mutual trade and economic cooperation.

Article 4
SCOPE

The provisions of this Agreement shall apply to trade in goods, contained
in the national tariff schedules of concessions and originating in the
territories of the Contracting Members.

Article 5
TARIFF REDUCTION MODALITY

1. Upon entry into force of the Agreement, unless otherwise prOVided
therein, the Contracting Members:
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(a) shall not increase the applied Tariff rates on the imports of the
products covered under this Agreement without approval of the'
Supervisory Committee;

(b) shall notify one another of their respective applied tariff rates;

(c) shall reduce the applied tariff rates on goods specified in the
national tariff schedules in accordance with the following
modalities:

i. Tariff reduction shall cover 80/0 of each Contracting Member's
total HS lines with tariff rates above 100/0.

ii. Tariffs reduction modality shall be as follows:

o abov;e 25 % shall be reduced to 25 %;

o abo~e 15 % and up to 25 % shall be reduced to lS 0/0; and

o above 10% and up to 15% shall be reduced to 100/0;

in eight annual installments by the LDCs and in four annual
installments by other Contracting Members.

2. Contracting Members shall notify the D-8 Secretariat of their specific
annual installments of reduction along with the list of goods within
three months;, from the date of entry into force of this Agreement.

3. Contracting Members shall review their tariffs three years after the
'entry into force of this Agreement with the objective of expanding
product coverage and / or deepening concessions and shortening the
'time frame.

Article 6
SCHEDULES OF CONCESSIONS

The tariff concessions negotiated and exchanged among the Contracting
;Members shall be Annexed as an integral part of this Agreement.
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Article 7
MOST FAVORED NATION TREATMENT

1. The exchange of negotiated concession under this Agreement shall be
implemented on a most favored nation (MFN) basis, and its benefits
shall accrue to all the Contracting Members.

2. Each Contracting Member shall extend to all the other Contracting
Members treatment no less favorable than that extended, or will be
extended, to any other state or customs territory in relation to tariff,
para-tariffs, non-tariff barriers and any other trade related rules and
regulations. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to
concessions t granted or to be granted vvithin other bilateral and
regional trade agreements.

Article 8 .
NATIONAL TREATMENT

(he goods of any Contracting Member, imported to any other Contracting
Member shall be accorded treatment no less favorable than that accorded
to like goods of national origin, in respect of laws, regulations and,
requirements affecting their sale, offer for sale, purchase, transportation,
qistribution or use.

Article 9
PARA-TARIFFS

1. Contracting Members shall eliminate, upon entry into force of this
Agreement, and in the case of LDCs within three years, their para­
tariffs on the goods which are subject to reduction. This period for
LDCs may be extended, if a request is made to and approved by TMC.

2. Upon entry into force of this Agreement no new para-tariffs shall be
introduced, nor shall those already applied be increased, on the
goods, which are subject to tariff reduction under this Agreement.
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Article 19
RE-EXPORT AND SHORTAGE

1. In the event a Contracting Member adopts or maintains a prohibition
or restriction on the import from and export to a non-Contracting
Member of goods, nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to
prevent that Contracting Member from:

a. limiting or prohibiting imports from the territory of the other
Contracting Members of such goods of that non-Contracting
Member; or

b. requiring as a condition of export of such goods of the Contracting
Member to the territory of the other Contracting Members, that the
goods not be re-exported to the non-Contacting Member, directly
or indirectly, without being consumed in territory of the other
Contracting :Members.

2. In addition, none of the provisions of this Agreement shall preclude
the maintenance or adoption by any Contracting Member of any trade
restrictive measures necessary to remove or forestall a serious
shortage, or threat thereof, of goods essential to the exporting
Contracting Member.

Article 20
RESTRICTIONS TO SAFEGUARD THE BALANCE OF PAYMENTS

1. In the event of serious balance of payments and external financial
difficulties or threats thereof, Contracting Member may adopt or
maintain restrictions on trade in goods on which it has undertaken
concessions, including on payments or transfers. for transactions
related to such concessions. It is recognized that particular pressures
on the balance of payments of a Contracting Member in the process of
economic development or economic transition may necessitate the
use of restrictions to ensure/ inter-alia, the maintenance of a level of
financial reserves adequate for the implementation of its programs of
economic development or economic transition.

2. The restrictions referred to in Para 1 of this Article:

(a) shall not discriminate among Contracting Members;

(b) shall be consistent with the relevant Articles of Agreement of the
International Monetary Fund;
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REPORT ON

D-8 INSURANCE WORKSHOP

1-2 MARCH 2004

[n the light of the decisions taken in the XII Session of the D-8 Commission held during the
period between 11-12 August 2003 in Cairo, the Egyptian Insurance Supervisory Authority in
collaboration with Misr Issuance Company organized a workshop in Cairo during the period
between 1-2 March 2004, under the title of "Supervision of the Insurance and Reinsurance
Activities in D-8 countries."

Several topics have been dealt by a group of distinguished experts representing the Egyptian
insurance matters.

The topics covered included:

1- Activating methods of Cooperation in Insurance & Reinsurance between D-8
countries.

2- Enhancing the Human Resources in Insurance Industry among D-8 countries in the
context of open market and competition.

3- Standers of Supervision on Takaful Insurance & Reinsurance.

4- The growth of Malaysian Takaful Business since the Eighties.

5- Recent trends in marketing for insurance in D-8 countries.

6- Combating Money laundering (the Egyptian experience in insurance sector).

7- Stander of supervision of reinsurance.

8- Effective Regulatory and Supervisory System in D-8 insurance markets (Egyptian
Experience).

Most ofD-8 countries have participated in the workshop: Bangladesh, Turkey,
Indonesia, Iran, Nigeria, Malaysia and Egypt

General Recommendations

Enhancing human resources in insurance industry among D-8 countries

Globalization should lead to more regionalization

Encourage co-insurance arrangements among direct insurers specially for the peak
risks.
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Provide active annual forums for the insurance related Organizations/Federations to
exchange views.

Allow branches and agents to operate freely.

Improve the financial stability of all Reinsurance Companies and get rating from the
international rating agencies.

Strengthening capital requirements with an aim to have strong financial position for
D-8 Insurance and Reinsurance companies.

Harmonize the supervisory legislation related to insurance and reinsurance in D-8
countries through exchanging of the most recent laws and regulations.

Sort out the outstanding issues between the commercial and takaful insurance.

Optimize the utilization of the reinsurance capacity available in the area.

Create market leaders in Reinsurance.

Encourage mergers/acquisitions between regional insurance & reinsurance companies.

Working in a regulated market has its requirements, which have to be complied with.

Recommendations in respect of Takaful Insurance

Standardize the Takaful products and market it extensively.

Takaful companies should deal with conventional reinsurance companies to protect
benefits of their policyholders and their financial positions.

Takaful insurance companies should implement the Actuarial control cycle in the new
operations.

Islamic Banks should create long-term investment tools to meet the demand oftakaful
companies.
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REPORT OF THE

SECOND D-8 WORKING GROUP MEETING ON ENERGY

HELD AT TEHRAN, I.R. of IRAN

30 .. 31 January 2005
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1. Introduction

Second D-8 Working Group Meeting on Energy was held on January 30-31,2005 at Tehran,

I.R. of Iran. The meeting was coordinated by Ministry of Energy in liaison with Ministry of

Foreign Affairs. The following countries participated at the meeting, namely Bangladesh, Egypt,

Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey.

102. Opening Ceremony

Eleven experts from six of the eight member countries and some 15 dignitaries from I.R. of

Iran attended the meeting. The opening ceremony was commenced with recitation from holy

Quran. His Excellencies Dr. Amrollahi, Vice Minister of Energy, LR. of Iran and Mr. Majedi,

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Commissioner ofD-8 and other Directos General from

both Ministry of Energy and Ministry of Foreign Affairs attended the opening ceremony. Chaired

by Dr. D. Manzoor, Ministry of Energy, LR. of Iran, H.E. Dr. Amrollahi gave the opening

address.

After opening address by H.E. Dr. Amrollahi, the report of the First Energy Experts Working

Group Meeting held at Abuja, Nigeria on April 3-5, 2001 was presented by the Nigerian delegate

Professor A.S. Sambo, Director General, Energy Commission ofNigeria. Then the agenda of the

meeting was read by the chairman and adopted by the D-8 delegates and also the Draft

Committee and Reporters of the meeting were elected by the delegates.

1.3. Country Reports

During the meeting, country reports was presented by delegates form member countries

including Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey. Only Bangladesh

didn't present any report.

1.4. Technical Sessions

Two technical sessions were held on how to enhance exchange of energy information and

also on how to set up an "International Institute for Training and Research" for development of

human resources.
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SEMINAR ON
PROSPECTS OF SHIPPING IN D8 COUNTRIES

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WORKING GROUP

The Delegates of the D-8 countries met at Karachi at a Seminar on 20-21
April 2005, in compliance with the resolution of the 0-8 countries at the
Dhaka meeting 2000, desiring setting up of the Shipping Business Forum.

Delegates from Egyp~, Iran, Turkey and Pakistan attended the Seminar.

Apart from the Country papers, a number of papers were presented dealing
with many relevant issues in the maritime field and concerning equally the 0-8
countries. The deliberations at the Seminar, keeping in mind the larger
objectives for setting up the 0-8 group, were considered by the delegates in
making the following recommendations:

1. Delegates support the setting 'up of a D-8 Shipping Business Forum and
recommend that proper infrastructure be set up, initially with
establishing a dedicated desk to follow through the recommendations
and proposals placed before it and in the future. Pakistan offers its
facilities at the Ministry of Ports & Shipping at Karachi for setting up the
proposed desk.

2. The Forum should deal with all maritime issues, ship-owning, ship
operating, ports terminals, cargo handling, education, training and all
allied sectors. To this effect it is recommended that the name of the
Forum be renamed as "Ports & Shipping Business Forum".

3. In order to improve the total environment for development and
cooperation in the maritime field it is recommended that 0-8 countries
adopt the general policy of facilitating ship owning and ship operations
in their countries. In this regard 0-8 countries need to harmonize their
laws with one another. The best way to do that will be to accept and
ratify major IMO and Transport Conventions and to bring their domestic
laws in harmony with one another.



4. OS countries should encourage mutual cooperation by promoting
familiarization and exchange visits to one another's maritime facilities so
as to get a better understanding and promote cooperation.

5. The Delegates recognize the existing educational and training capacity
of D8 countries and recommend that the Group encourages and
facilitates the utilization of one another's facilities and institutions by
their staff, academics, students and trainees.

6. The Delegates also recommended· that the group utilizes one another's
skilled human resources, particularly seafarers, where needed in
preference to non-OS countries.

7. The Delegates recognize and recommend the need to liberalize visa
.regimes within'the Group to facilitate seafarers to join and leave ships in
D-8 ports. In this regard they recommend that the Agreement on the
Simplification of Visa Procedures for D-8 Businessmen should also
include and provide for seafarers as priority.

8. The Delegates recommend that the concerned ministries and
departments in each of the 08 countries should send to the proposed
desk of Ports & Shipping Business Forum biannually the statistics of
maritime data for trade, ports and shipping within the Group. The
Delegates further recommend that the 08 should promote the transfer
of technology relating to shipping and maritime transport industry
between one another.

9. The Delegates recommend that the 08 should analyze and formulate
ship owning rules and regulations within the 0-8 Group with the
purpose of encouraging cross-registration of ships.

10. The Delegates recommend that the D8 should unite and coordinate
their opinions, policies and strategies of the 08 countries in international
and regional conferences, associations, unions and other fora pertaining
to maritime and transport activities.

11. The Delegates recommend that the D8 countries should provide MFN
treatnlent to one another's vessels, ports and trade.

12.The Delegates recommend that the 08 members should formulate
policies for reducing tariff barriers among member states and repealing
outdated and obstructive laws and regulations.
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13. The Delegates recommend that the DB endorse the decision of the
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Business Association of DB Group
to provide identical treatment to both private and national shipping
companies to ensure that there is a level playing field.

14. The Delegates recommend that the DB should lobby internationally to
eradicate unfair practices against DB seafarers.

Karachi
21st April 2005
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above mentioned subjects) with the cooperation of other volwttecr
members. '

• The reports will be sent to the office of Executive Director and
then it will be distribut(among the members.

• Within 2·month from the time that report is distributed, the
members have to respond officially.

• The Office of Executive Director is in charge of collecting the
member's ideas and sending them to the High Rank Level
Commissionv

• The HRLC will adopt the Term of Reference and fields of
cooperation in accordance with D-8 mles and proced.}.u'esv

The next meeting will be held within one-year time. Following
a1 . , the group suggested that the next meeting to be hold in
MalaySia. It is expected that within 3-month time the concerned authorities of
Malaysia will confum the same.

Indonesia welcomes the next WG Meeting on industry in 2007.
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