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REPORT ON THE
EXPERT MEETING OF D-8 HELD AT ABUJA 3 -5 APRIL 2001

INTRODUCTION

In compliarce with the decision of the D-§ member states that Nigeria should
coordinate the energy sub group activities of the group, a meeting of the D-8
expert working group on energy was held on 3 to 5™ April, 2001 at Abuja,
Nigeria. The meeting was coordinated by the Federal Ministry of Science and
Technology. The following countries participated at the meeting, namely
Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey.

OPENING CEREMONY

Eleven experts from seven of the eight member countries attended the
meeting. The opening ceremony was chaired by the Honourable Minister of
Science and Technology, Professor Turner T. Isoun. Other dignitaries who
attended include:

1) The President, Commander-in-Chief of the
: Federal Republic of Nigeria

(Represented by Prof. Turner Isoun,
Honourable Miaister of Science and Techology)

(1)  Alhaji Sule Lamido
Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs.

(i)  Engr. Abba Gana,
Honourable Minisicr of Federal Capital Territory

(Represented By Dr. Francis Ayodele)

(iv)  Alhaji Musilu Smith
Inspector-General of Police

(Represented by AIG Harrisu Issa)

(v)  Chief Anyim Pius Anyim
Senate President

(Represented by Senator (Dr) Wahab Dosunmu)

(vi)  Ambassador of the United States of America
(Represented By John Brodman)



)

(vii)) Mark Tomlinson
Country Representative for Nigeria of the World bank)

- (viii) D-8 Executive Secretary

(Represenied by Engr. Ayse Nigar Oransay of Turkey)
(ix)  UNESCO Representative in Nigeria

(Represented by Dr. Anthony Madueke.
The Executive Director of D-8 was represented by the Turkish representative,
Engr. Ayse N. Oransay, who read his address. Goodwill messages were
delivered by representatives from the Senate President, Speaker of the House
of Representatives, American Ambassador, and Country Director (Nigeria) of

the World Bank.

Two theme papers were delivered namely:

(i) Renewable Energy in Rural Development — Global Perspective
by Mark Tomlinson of the World Bank;
(i1) Renewable Energy in Rural Development — Nigerian Perspec:ive

by Professor A. S. Sambo, Vice Chancellor ATBU, Bauchi

The Keynote address was presented by the President, Commander-in-
Chief of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo,
represented by the Honourable Minister of Science and Technology, Prof.
Turner Isoun. In the address, he reaffirmed Nigeria’s commitment to the
objectives of D-8 and called for greater cooperation among member states.
He subsequently declared open the Expert Working Group Meeting.

TECHNICAL SESSION

The technical session was chaired by Prof. A. S. Sambo. Country papers were
presented by each of the participating countries on the energy situation and
developments in their respective countries. The presentations were very
informative and were actively discussed.

ENERGY EXPERT MEETING

The Energy Expert Meeting was chaired by the Permanent Secretary, Federal
Ministry of Science and Technology, Nigeria, Dr, C.J.A. Orjioke. The meetiig
agreed on the following objectives for the activities of the Energy Sub-group



(1) To cooperate on the development of energy data bank, information
exchange and networking;

(ii).  To promote bilateral and multilateral energy trade.

(ii)  To promote cooperation in research and development, and human
resource development in the energy sector.

(iv)  To place special focus on increasing access to energy for rural areas
using both commmercial and non-commercial energy.

(v)  To cooperate in the promotion of manufacturing activities in the
energy sector.

(vi)  To promote commercial activities in cnergy products and services

(vii)  To promote environmentally sound and energy efficient policics and
practices.

PROJECTS IDENTIFICATION

Project proposals were received from member states. After deliberation, and
in view of the 2bove objectives, the following projects were agreed upon.

(1) Small and mini hydro power plant projects.

(i)  Cooperation in improving production, transmission, distribution and
utilization technologies of energy.

(iii)  Cooperation in the establishment of a central and country based data
banks.

(iv)  Cooperation in the utilization of energy products and services which
exist in member states such as household gas metres and billing
softwares from Pakistan; petroleum upstream and downstream
services from Nigeria; Natural gas planning softwarc from Iran, eic.

) Cooperation in the establishment of international energy institutioas
for manpower development, research development, and market
creation starting with renewable energy and gas utilization.

(vi)  Promotion of energy trade, technology transfer and investment among
mcmber countries.



=

(vil)  Cooperation in promoting environmentally sound and efficient polic.es
and practices in energy supply and consumption.

MODALITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION

It was agreed that the modalities for project implementation should follow the
following phases, as applicable:

e Feasibility study phase;

e Design phase;

e Manufacturing phase;

e Installation phase;

e Operation and maintcnance phase;

e Monitoring and Evaluation phase.
FUNDING ISSUES

It was recommended, for the consideration of the D-8 Council of Ministers,
that: ‘

(1) the D-8 energy programmes should be funded with grants from
multilateral banks provided the conditional ties are suitable; and

(iy  cfforts be made to cstablish a D-8 Bank.
CONCLUDING REMARKS
The delegates from member countries expressed their gratitude and

appreciation to the Nigerian government for holding the first Energy Group
Meeting, and for extending their excellent hospitality to the delegates.



COMMUNIQUE
OF
THE ABUJA MEETING OF THE D-8 ENERGY EXPERTS
WORKING GROUP HELDP ON APRIL 3 -5, 2001

The first set of meetings of the Energy Experts Working Group was held in
Abuja, Nigeria from April 3 -5, 2601. Goodwill messages from the
National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and some
International Donor Agencies, as well as from member countries were
received.

2. The President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun
Obasanjo, represented by the Honourable Minister of Science and
Technology Professor Turner T. Isoun declared the meeting open. The
President reaffirmed Nigeria’s commitment to the objectives of the D-3 and
called for greater cooperation among the member states. He also emphasized
the significance of energy to the development and growth of member
nations. He further commended the D-8 for selecting Nigeria as the fccal
point for Energy matters.

3. Country as well as Technical papers were presented and fully
deliberated upon by the participants. The following highlights were
recommended for adoption by the Council of Ministers:

© The need to strengthen the existing cooperation among experts
on energy in member states

e The need to establish small and mini hydro plant projects in
member states.

° Coope“ation amongst member countries to improve production,
transmission, distribution and utilization of energy
technologies.

o Establishment of energy information systems, which will be
integrated with the existing D-8 database.

o Cooperation in the utilization of energy related pmducts and
services, which exist in member states.



e [Establishment of International Energy Institute for Manpower
Development, Research and Development as well as market
creating programmes and activities.

e Promoting energy trade, investment and technology transfer
amongst member countries.

s Promotion of environmentally friendly and energy efficient

technologies and practices in energy supply and demand.

Member country experts recomimend the establishment of an
energy development fund.

The D-8 Expert group thanked Nigeria for hosting the meeting.
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF WORKSHOP ON
“ALTERNATE/ORGANIC FERTILIZERS PROMOTION" HELD IN
ISLAMABAD 19-20 JUNE, 2001

‘Pursuant of the commitment made by the Chief Executive of Pakistan in D—8
Countries Sumynit held at Cairo on 25" February 2001, a workshop . on::
| "Alternate/Organic Fertilizers Pr omotion" was held at Islamabad from June 19-20
2001 During this workshop 15 papers were presented and there were 120 :.
delegates representing D-8 countries and local participants were policy makers, )

‘researchers, extensxomsb, and farmers.

tMinist'ry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock constituted a ”Recommehdaticiﬂé E
 Committee” to formulate recommendations based on deliberations and_
discussions held during the workshop under the auspices of D-8 countnes :
sponsored by Ministry of Foreign Affairs on " Alternate/ Organic Fertilizers”.

The committee consisted of following members.

(i)  Dr. Nisar Ahmad ‘Chairman
(ii) Dr.M. A.H. Nofal, Egypt Member
(iii) =~ Dr. Kenan Cagatay Turkey Member
(iv)  Dr.Omer Faruk Noyan, Turkey ~ Member
(v} Mr. M. Mohsin Igbal Member
(vi) Dr. Kazi Suleman Memon Member
(vii) Dr. Tahir Hussain ' © Member
(viii) Dr. M. Sharif Zia . Member
(ix) Dr.M Rashid ~ Member
(x) . Dr. Amanullah Bhatti Member
(xi) Mr. Muhammad Idris - Member

The committee was of the consensus that agriculture plays a pwotu role and :

: wxll contmue to do so in future to meet the food teqmrements of D-8

countries ‘and their economic developn1ent. However, it was noted that

depletion of nutrient stocks in the soil, which is occurring in some 078‘



counmes, is not only a major but often hidden form of land degradation and
is thus hampermg crop productivity. On the other “hand, excesszve'
applications of chemical fert:hzels and in some cases orgamcs and thexr'
mefﬁcxcnt management can cause envrmnmental problems espec:ally if large

quantities of nutnents are lost from the so:l—crop system into water or the aix.’

4. The food security status, population growth, shrinking land and u'éter resources
and limited availability of organic soirces show that D-3 CQunn'ies can not
goxﬁpletely substitute inorganics with organics. The exclusive éncl excessive use of |
élxenﬁcal fertilizers is not desirable in view of eﬁvironmeniéi concerns and -
sustainable food prociucﬁon. It was therefore recommended to pursue integrate&

| élant nutrition system (IPNS). This includes combined use of in_brgaxiic, organics

and bio-fertilizers in a systematic and scientific manner.

5 Pakistan has a vast experience with a trained ménpower in the field of 'Plaﬁit:"
Nutrition Management’ using both inorganic .zin'd organic sources to sustain crop |
producﬁvity. Lot of work is being done on use of INM, commposting, green
manuring and bio-fertilizers. Member countries were offered to benefit from
expertize of Pakistan. It was reconunended that marketing of organic and
biofertilizers among D-8 countries should be eﬁcourag'ed to bexﬁefit with each

cther’s experience and transfer of technology.

Policies and Strategies

6. It is recommended that. each country should develop an '_i'ﬁve'nmry of land
and water resources alongwith inorganic, organic and bio—sqhirées-a\railable m
the respective countries and - their use as plant m_1t1"i'ents(as:»\5~'ei-1 as fuel or
fodder. This information should be placed on a web-site and shared by
member countries. A support fund should be established among the D-§

countries for joint activities on rescarch and-development and information



dissemination. Periodic meetings among the D-8 countries should be
encouraged. National Fertilizer Development Centre (NFDC), Planning and

Development Division, in Pakistan should coordinate these activities.

Farm yald manure has been used by farmers for centunes but its use has been
'hmned since the introduction of chemical fertilizers. In the present economic
scenario its role in enhancing and maintaining the fgrtxl&t_y of the soil for,
sustainable agriculture needs en'iphasis.' Full benefit of the FYM is not derived »
by the farmers because of its improper management, handling and storaOﬁe.v '. .
Farmers should be trained to prepare compost scientifically at their farms
utxlumn ammal manure, farm wastes and house refuse to serve as an organic |
source of nuh ients. The nutritional value can be enriched throucrh mmng
with phosphahc fertilizer and local rock phosphate. The compost technology

is simple and practical for farm utilization of organic sources in [PNM

s}yste:*h.

Legumes for grains, as well as greén manure aré an imp‘ortéint source of
rﬁtrogen and organic matter. It is estimated that about 20% economyiri N use
can be achieved through this practice. The information already available on
the value of legumes in cropping systems should be disseminated among .

farming community to their specific farming conditions.

- Biofertilizers are newer on the scene and there is a range of them. The
, rlﬁmbium inoculants are already established‘ for legumes and should bei
promoted Other microbial products have claims for xmprovmg crop
productmty, however, they need further evaluation for wider adoPtron and
careful approach need to be taken in respect of them: National standards for.

all biological products need to be established and implemented to serire the -



interest of the farmers. Similar standards relating to quality control should™

apply to mineral fertilizers.

10. The nutrient losses of farm yard manure through improper storage must be

11.

12.

13.

quéntified and the monetary value of these losses should be dissc_minated
among the farming community. Similarly awareness about the quantitative
value of the nitrogen added through bio-fertilizers, recycled crop residues -
and legumes should be worked out. IPNS package, therefore, must h

collectively aim to deliver these optimum application rates.

Huge quantities of city wastes are available and not being properly utilized.
A study on their availability be initiated to quantify them for their proper
utilization both as sources of nutrients, soil conditions and environmental -
health. Experience is available from many countgies of composting municipal -~

wastes. Likewise agro-industrial wastes, including sugar industry, need be ..

assessed for their proper utilizations

Long-term trials be established and strengthened in different agro-ecological
zones including ail important soils and crop-ping systems in order to monitor
the effects of major NPK nutrients alone and in combination with organic
sources. This will help in the long run to clarify ambiguities now enshrouding -
some of the aspects of nutrients depletion and build up aspects besides
deveiopmg balance' sheet of nutrients and studying synergic effects of

nutrients and ultimately help refine the fertilizer recommendations,

Adequate price incentives are essential to increase agriculture outpt.*
Farmers thr ouahout the woﬂd have shown themselves sensitive to changes in

relevant input: output price relahonsl'ups particularly thh regard- to

fertilizer, whxch conshtutes the main purchaSL mput for mo*:t small scale
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14.

15.

16.

farmers in developing countries. There are, however, some non price factors

which contribute to price incentives as under:

Availability of right product at right time at affordable prices.

Marketing strategy and policy in addition to physical availability .
should also focus on farmers awareness, credit avaxlabxhty and -
economics of fextxhzu and organic sources use.

Public and private sector partnership-particularly on promotion of
organic and inorganic sources, retailship, research and extension
qhould be strengthen for the benefit of the farmers.

As ia substitute for fuel, agro-forestry and bio-gas app;-()aclxés' need be .
encouraged and -pursued. Cropping system need to be considered for -
formulating fertilizer recommendations including inorganic and organic

sources of nutrients.

The balnnced application of the major nutiients, nitrogen, pho;phate ana
potac:h (N, P:05 and Kz0) plus secondary and micronutrients is extreme!\
impertant. The crop yields in most of countnes are seriously xmpagt(zd by this

imbalance and strong promotional activities are needed for 2 optimal mix at

farm level.

A National Action Plan (NAP) on the promotion of IPNM need be devéld_ped
by all D-8 countries for major crop production regions involving all related
expertise and institutions in order to facilitate the ‘Atra‘nsfe‘r of available
feci1nology on IPNM. Action plan of all these countries should be linked in

accordance with the recommendatiors proposed at Sr No.6. Based on the

‘technology identified in NAP pilot domomtratxon pro,ects in dxffexent crop

zones should be " taken up initially for farmer acceptance Also devise

'appxopnate extension means for the grass root dxsse_mmatxon of IPNM

approach to the farmers.
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Report of the Managing Privatization Course for D-8 Countrics

The course was held from 20 to 25 August 2001 at the Institute of Public Administration
(INTAN), Malaysia. If was citended by 13 participants of )-8 member countries namely 3
[rom Tran, 2 from Lgypt, | from Pakistan, | from Bangladesh. 1 from Turkey and S from
Malaysia.

I
Lo

1)
i)
i)

iv)

‘»d

2N

Tia ubjectives of the Course were:-

o enhance the participants kpowledge and experience in the various approachcs and
techniques in the management of Privatization Programmes in Malaysia

To revicw the cuncep, philosophy, process and . ampicmcntmon of pn'..mz:uwn
programmes

Tu provide on avenue for participants w exchange and share Nf.ll‘l\bhl\ experience
and the e\pcnsnce of uther D-8 countries in the arca of privatization

TO strungthen relations among D-# member countries in the spint of South-South
Coopcration '

Among the wpics discussed wer:-

~ Structure und System of Govenunent in Malaysia
Malaysian Development Policies

Perspeetive on Development Planning in Malaysia
Privatization Policy und the Malaysian Expericnce
Preparing Propeasal [ur Corporatisation/Privatization
linancial Cousiderations in Corporatisation/Privatization
Valuatjon Methnds for Lunded Asset

Privatization: Lepgal Aspects

Privatization of the Encryy Sector

Understunding §inancial Stacrments and Financial Valuation Methods
Privatization and Personnct Matters

OugrLoUooueLoLrCcC

Rusouree persons camne h‘um the following urganizations, namely:
Nutional Institutz of Public Administation (INTAN) Malaysia
Economic Planning Unit

Ministry of Finance

Attoraey - General Qffice

Valuation Department

Public Scrvice L epartment

cCcogouto

Visits were also organiyad to the following cntitics:-
Eceanomic PMlanmng Unit

ruTRATAYA

Malaysia Ajrpor. 3hd.

West Port

Sprint Company

IR

L L owcL

Prepured hy.
Mohamed Musauddik A byt Majid
Senior Froject Counrdinator

INT. AV

14 Seprember 2001
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4 Octqber 2001
REPORT OF THE WORKSHOP ON SME’s

The “Workshop on Small and Medium Sized Enterprises” was held on
2-4 October 2001 in Istanbul. The workshop has been organized by Istanbul Chamber
of Commerce in cooperation with the Small and Medium» Industry Development
Organization (KOSGEB). The meeting started with the opening statement made by -
Dr.Cengiz Ersun, the Deputy Secretary General of the Istanbul Chamber of Commerce
and followed byv the reading of a message from Ambassador Ayhan Kamel, the
Executive Director of D-8 Grouping. Delegates from the D-8 Countries, namely,
Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, I.R. of Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey took part in

_ the workshop. The work programme and the topic of the presentations in the meeting

are enclosed herewith.

The participants have evaluated and discussed the papers presented during the

workshop. They have reached an‘understanding on the matters mentioned below:

1- The workshop was successful as a forum for expressing the member

countries’ national experiences and sharing information accumulated.

2 - Developing a process of continuous information exchange is of viial
importance and to this end, the Small and Medium Enterprise Development
Authority (SMEDA) of Pakistan agreed to set up a forum on internet under |
its web site. The operational guidelines and modalities of IT (Information

Technology) shall be coordinated by the SMEDA.

15



.3._

All participating delegates agreed that organizing a workshop on data
collection and classification system for SMEs is very important for
information exchange and IT. The rakistani delegate proposed that
respective experts for data collection and management on SMEs are advised
to have a seminar in two separate sessions, “The first being for the
respective officers for collecting data on SMEs, and the IT officers for
managing data,and the second being for the review and exchange of results
achieved. Turkey and Egypt stated their wish to share their experiences on
this topic. Time and place of that workshop will be decided through usual

communication procedures by the parties concerned.

With reference to the Joint D-8 Venture Programme submitted in the
course of the D-8 Summit in Cairo (Feb. 2001), it is recommended that an
expert meeting would be held to explain ways and means of succesfully
implementing this program. The workshop proposed in para 4. is a
prerequisite for implementing SMEs support schemes, including the

Turkish SMEs Development proposal.

The presentation on the “Activities of the Subcontracting Exchange Office”
operating under the Istanbul Chamber of Commercé was greatly
appreciated by the participants. The Manager of Subcontracting Exchange
Department expressed that Istanbul Chamber of Commerce is ready to share
their experience with member countries. It was mutually agreed that each
representative would contact UNIDO in their respective countries through
proper channels for assistance in development of such agencies. Since
UNIDO has initiated such exchanges in many countries, their guidance and
assistance would ensure uniformity of structures, which could then be

coordinated between D-8 countries to promote SMEs.

16



6~ In addition, pointing out the level of development achieved by Turkey in
the field of supportingSMEs in general and KOSGEB in particular, the
SMEDA of Pakistan expressed its interest to send its respective officers to
KOSGEB and banks in Turkey in order to enhance the knowledge base of
their personnel. KOSGEB of Turkey welcomed this request in principle, |
stating that it is ready to share its knowledge and experienge within the

possibilities of this institution.

The organization of the workshop and the hospitality extended by the
Istanbul Chamber of Commerce is highly appreciated by the participants.
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'REPORT OF THE WORKSHOP
ON EMPOWERMENT OF RURAL COMMUNITY
THROUGH THE USE OF APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY
FOR POVERTY ALLEVIATION

OF THE DEVELOPING-8 COUNTRIES (D-8)
Jakarta, 6-9 November 2001

INTRODUCTION

1. In accordance with the decision adopled at the Third Summit of the D-8 in
Cairo on February 2001, the Government of indonesia convened a Workshop
on Empowerment of Rural Community through the Use of Appropriate
Technology for Poverty Alleviation in Jakarta, on 5-8 November 2001.
Experts and decision-makers from Developing-8 countries: Bangladesh,
Arab Republic of Egypt, Republic of Indonesia, Istamic Republic of Iran,
lslamic Republic of Pakistan, Federal Republic of Nigeria and Republic
of Turkey participated in the workshop. Representatives from local
government of Indonesia namely provinces of South Kalimantan and West
Java, various Indonesian Depariments as well as representatives from
Indoneslan Non Governmental O[gahxzatmns also participated in the meeting.

2. At the opening session, Ms. Tri Murtiningrum of the Ministry of Home Affairs
of Indonesia delivered the ieport of the Workshop Organizing Committee
followed by the speech of Mr. Pitono Purnomo, Director for Economic
Relations among Developing Countries of the Department of Foreign Affairs
on behalf of Dr. Makarim Wibisono, Indonesian Commissioner 1o the D-8.
Minister of Home Affairs, H.E. Mr. Hari Sabarno, who is represented by Mr. B.
Ahmadi, Direclor for Communﬂy s Economic Efforts, Ministry of Home Affairs
on his behalf, officially opened the meeting.

3. In the report the Chairman of the Organizing Commmittee underscored the
main objectives and expected output of the workshop. In short, she stressed
that through the workshop will be an opportunity for exchange of experience
to empower rural community in terms of productivity, sufficiency and
effectiveness by using appropriate technology. In this regard, she asked the
participants to focus on policies, strategies and programs currently or have

been implemented in the respective countries so that other participants can
share with. .

4. Mr. Pitono Purnomo presented the welcoming remark of Dr. Makarim
Wibisono, Indonesian Commissioner to the D-8. He underscored that the

19



Asian economic crisis has severely affected vulnerable level of societies, and
if not properly managed, could lead to deterioration of the society in many
forms, such as crimes, malnutrition, environmental degradation, and severe
poverty. The D-8 workshop thus provides an opportunity for sharing an_d
exchanging best practices in the planning and implementation of programs in
empowering. the rural community to eradicate poverty through the use of
appropriate technology. Since every country has its own characteristics and
comparative advantage, the further exploration of the “appropriateness” of the
technology depends entirely on the policy of participating countries.
Nevertheless, the workshop attempts to provide ample opportunities to have
a frank exchange of views on the experience of member countries in
developing efficient and effective technologies in poverty alleviation.

- He further stressed that in achieving the desired result of poverty eradication
the government alone will not be sufficient enough to do the task of poverty
eradication. Other stakeholders in the development process such as NGO's
and the private sectors should be involved. All the stakeholders need to work
together with every layer of the society in order to enhance the welfare of the
people, particularty people in the rural areas. ' |

. In a comprehensive yet concise opening remark, the keynote address of the
Minister for Home Affairs stressed that the multidimensional impact of poverty
requires serious attention and coordinated solution from all concermned parties.
The workshop thus signifies D-8 commitment in strengthening collaboration in
order to alleviate poverty by promoting the South-South co-operation through
vannus projects undertakings. He underined the workshop's attempt to
highlight the importance of empowering people’s economy, share
expenences on enhancing hational capacilies, explure feasible and concele
Co-operation among countries and find ways and means to benefit from
available intemational initiatives. :

. Moreaver, it was described that although Indonesia has successfully
decreased a substantial number of the poor, the economic crisis has
skyrocketed the number of people below the poverty line. The crisis has
prompted the Government of indonesia to find innovative ways and means to
address the problems of poverty, among others, by applying and developing
appropriate technologies in the rural areas. The efforts were camied out with .
two objectives in minds, namely, to support smail and medium scale
enterprises (SMEs) and to alleviate poverty as well as increase the
community income and welfare on equal basis.

. The 'keynote address of the Minister further elaborated Indonesia's
éxpenence in developing the appropriate technology using the solar energy
and the use of womm as a processing tool for making fertilizer by using raw
matenals from household, market and plantation waste In the implementation

20



process, the rural community groups have been successful in managing
vanous works with capital granted by the govemment. On human resources
development, the govemment has attempled to improve community’s
knowledge and skills, particularly with regard to managerial or technica skills,
to enable the community to manage or promote their own business activities
and getting access to both national and intemational market. In this context,
the appropriate and effective role of suitable technology provides the means
for the community’s production to meet the standard of quality accepted by all

parties.

In order to enrich the discussions and obtain factual and first-hand information
on activities related to empowering rural community in Indonesia, a field visit
was undertaken on 7.and 8 November 2001 to observe closely project site of
empowering rural community programs namely technological project on
waste management utilizing worm in Bandung West Java that has been
successfully developed by the Waskita Dian Persada Foundation. Moreover,
the participants visited the Ketapang Village in West Java, which is noted for
its successful achievement in empowerment of rural community in poverty
alleviation. The participants also had the opportunity to compare countries”
experiences in processing food by visting a food company that has a special
program for distributing processed food to the poor.

DISCUSSION

Sessloni Conceptual constructions, Palicy issues, Strategy and

Key Issues on Rural Community Empowerment

10.Mr.Agung Mulyana, Acting Chairman of the Sub Regional Office of CIRDAP

11

in Southeast Asia (SOCSEA) made a presentation to commence the
discussion on the topic of Regional Strategy on Community Empowerment for
Rural Development and Poverly Alleviation, followed by Mr. Putu Santika on
behalf of Mr. Tamnin A. Tamagola, Deputy Minister for Societal Dynamics of
the Office of State Minister for Research and Technology which gave a
presentation entiled WNational Policy for Appropriate Technology
Dissemination. Mr. B. Ahmadi, Director for Community’s Economic Efforts,
Ministry of Home Affairs, acted as the Moderator for the Discussion.

.Mr. Mulyana began with the facts that since its inception in 1979, the Centre

on Integrated Rural Development for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP) has
continued fo assist the Asia and Pacific member countries to achieve the
development of rural communities in an integrated approach facing
formidable chaflenges and constraint of political and economic realities.
CIRDAP has been advocating unique approaches and strategies of
community empowerment for rural development aside from modem
deveiopment thinking and eurocentric concept of economic development,

21



12.He explained that bearing in mind the pemetuity of poverty and the
disadvantages of liberalisation and globalisation impact upon the poor and
rural community, CIRDAP focuses its approach on enhancing prosperity of
the rural community by rejuvenating the rural economy, making the villages
into atiractive places to five with conservation of existing advantages,
hamessing new potentials and creating new opportunities. In order to
achieve those objectives, CIRDAP emphasizes on the direct participation of
the community in the process of planning, and executing rural development
programmes that simultaneously can mean empowering rural community.
Projects are undertaken through Community Information and Planning
System (CIPS), Modei Villages in Rural Development (MVRD) and a recently
evolved CIRDAP Approach to Rural Development (CARD) methodology. He
futher elaborated on the recent activities of the CIRDAP, namely in
developing an information network on rural development and poverty,
developing models for various aspects of rural development, development
expert exchange program etc. in conclusion, he stressed the need to uplift the
rural poor, o

13.Mr. Putu Santika of the Office of State Minister for Research and Technology,
made a presentation on behalf of Mr. Tamagola, Deputy Minister for Societal
Dynamics of the Office of State Minister for Research and Technology on The
National Policy for Appropriate Technology Dissemination. In his
presentation, he elaborated on the vision and strategic policy of the national
science and technology, 2001-2004. He also outlined the Indonesian national
pronty in research, development. and engineering. To promote the
development of science and technology based-SMEs and to accelerate the
science and technology based-community, the Office has already established
incentive program.

14.The representative of Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit
(GTZ) , Mr Mark Hayton delivered a presentation entitled Policy Options and
Strategies for Energy Conservation and Cleaner Production in Small and
Medium Scale Industries. Mr. Putu Santika of the Office of the State Minister
for Research and Technology acted as the moderator for the discussion.

15.Mr Hayton explained that the goal of Mini Hydro Power (MHP) Project
undertaken by GTZ is to improve the welfare of rural communities through
economic  development, social empowenment and environmental
preservation. These issues were addréssed through the application of a
renewable energy source that has 4 expected results/components namely
policy changes that support rural social transformation: capacity building for
institution managing and operating MHPs: technology transfer; and productive
end-use development for MHP schemes. He stressed the need to have
synergy between all the components in order to support the rural
transformation process. In this case, the environmental preservation cross
cuts the results/components of the project.
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16.He further explained that MHP uses a °two-sided sword® strategy to
imptement program, namely hardware and software elements that are
integrated into project activities to accelerate the rural transformation process.
The hardware element consists of MHP fechnology and other appropriate
technology to support the development of productive end-uses. This element
is an integral part of the technology transfer component. The ability of focal
technical counterparts to provide good, robust and appropriate technology is
essential to ensure the sustainability of the projects in the future. ‘

17.Good technology combined with good management and productive end-uses
becomes the software component of the project. Good management and
optimal power utilization are pre-requisite for long-term sustainability of
schemes. Through a sustainable operation and management of MHP's,
improving welfare of the people can be achieved. The combination of the
hardware and software element becomes the basis for making the
environment conducive to achieve rural transformation and subsequentjy
improve the life of the beneficiaries.

18.With regard to the presemtations on Mini Hydro Power Technology, the
participants inquired on the usage of local contents in the
production/manufacturing of the MHP as well as the issue of transfer of
technology and sustainability of the project. In this regard, it was elaborated
that the manufacturing of the MHP equipment is entirely using local content.
While for the more sophisticated control system there are some imported
content since it would not be economically feasible to invest in the production
of the control system. On the issue of sustainability of the project, it was
explained that to achieve sustainable transfer of technology, does not
necessarily need full time expert. However, it is essentiai to have a
consistent commitment for technical support for a long period of time. The
presenter further underiined the need to have a sufficient knowledge of basic
civil engineering technology, and in this regard, indonesia culturally has rich
knowledge of imigation technologies that are closely related to the technology
of the MHP. He further recommended that the community should play a major
role in developing the appropriate technology and has to have a solid
commitment to ensure the continuity of the project. The technology should be
as simple as possible in order for the rural people to adapt and manage the
equipment as well as undertake proper maintenance.

19.The participants also inquired on the issue of rates for the electricity produced
by the Mini Hydro Power Plant and the profitability of such an endeavor. The
‘presenier remarked that it would be difficult t¢ expect a full retum on
investment, noting the low- income condition of the rural community.
Therefore, grants are needed to ensure that the project is established.
Nevertheless, the management as well as the distibution of the electricity
should be conducted by the rural community.
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Session |l : The appropriateness of the Use of Technology:

Policy, Strategy and Key Issue for Poverty Alleviation in
D-8 member countries

20.Ms. Herliyani Suharta and Mr. Dian Triansyah Djani, acted as the moderators

21

for the discussions. The moderators called on the member countries to
deliver their national policy and experiences on Rural Community
empowerment. Concise yet comprehensive, presentations were made by
representatives of Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and Egypt. Presentation of
Indonesia was delivered by provinces of South Kalimantan and West Java.

-Mr. Farooq Hussain of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan presented a country

paper entitted “Poverty Reduction Program in Pakistan”. It was, then followed
by Mr. Seyed Jafar Sadjadieh, delegation of the Istamic Republic of Iran who
gave a presentation entitted ‘empowerment of the poor appropriate
technology for rural poverty reduction”. On the next day, Mr Ithami Sahin of
Turkey delivered his presentation on the agricuttural strategy and policy in
Turkey. The representatives of the provinces of South Kalimantan and West
Java also presented their paper.

22_Mr. Farooq Hussain of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan presented a paper

entiled “Poverty Reduction Program in Pakistan”. To combat poverty, the
Pakistan Govemment has implemented Poverty Reduction Strategy 2001-
2004. The strategy comprises of several major elements, namely (i) economic
reforms; (ii) physical assets creation for the poor, (iii) social assets creation
for the poor, (iv) social safety net; and (v) govemance. Those elements are
expected to make a rapid economic growth, utilization of assets by the poor,
labor market mobility, poverty elimination and rule of law for society.
Subsequently, it will lead to creation of employment and increased income for
the poor and finally reduced poverty in the country.

23.He explained the salient features of the Social Action Program of Pakistan

and highlighted the achievements in education, health and rural water supply
and sanitations sectors. Specifically, he elaborated various programs for
poverty alleviation in the country. He said that *Khushal” Pakistan covering
for two years time (January 2000-December 2001) has the aim of increasing
employment and providing infrastructure in rural and low-income urban areas.
The project is administered and implementéd in cooperation with the rural
communities. He informed that land allocation to the poor, regulanzation of

.the temporary settiements (Katchi Abadis), micro credit schemes and vast

network of Zakat System are playing vital role in reducing the poverty in
Pakistan. B I '

24 Mr. Seyed Jafar Sadjadieh, delegation of the Islamic Republic of iran gave a

presentation entitied "empowerment of the poor: appropriate technology for
rural poverty reduction”. In the presentation, he stressed that empowerment is
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the unavoidable choice of developing countries to combat poverty, therefore
there is a need to upgrade human capital and enhance multilateral
cooperation, including amongst D-8 countries.

25.He further outlined the expenence of iran in poverty reduction through its
National Development Plan, which resulted in remarkable achievements.
According to the data presented, social indicators particularly by gender and
by area are desirable. In this regard, he briefed the achievements as well as
the policies in rural development However, there have been challenges
hindering the desired pace of poverty reduction in rural areas.

26 Mr. Sadjadieh, then, mentioned poverty incidence in lran and briefed the
major strategies in the lranian Combating Poverty Scheme recently
developed. Empowerment of the poor heads the list, and followed by
developing income generation activities, extension of job opportunities, rural
development, vocational training and SMEs development it. This is a
supplement to the national development pian, which focuses on equitable
growth, social justice, establishment of a comprahenswe soc;al security
system and lowering inflation. .

27.0n behalf of the Republic of Turkey, Mr. ilhami Sahin described the excellent
agricuitural condition in Turkey, the substantial number of productivity, the
contribution of the agncultural sector to GDP. He also referred to some of
food insecurity and micro nuinient deficiency among some groups of the
community, and the constraint experienced by the agricuftural sector due to
inflation, climate and inadequate Marketing facilies. Therefore, it is
necessary to search for new approaches.

28.He further explained that the policy in order to alleviate the poverty is to
remove the problems in the agricultural sector while upgrading the welfare of
the farmers, providing food security and at the same time preserving the
ecology and natural resources. The groups that need to be targeted for
support are households which have insufficient capacity to. acquire food due
to inadequate income, such as villagers without land, poor farmers and
animal breeders, among others. The strategy that has been undertaken is to
decrease agricultural marketing and price supports, replace its use for public
services on agriculture, and create a suitable political environment. In order to
allsviate poverty in the rural community and achieve the determined goals it is
also necessary to make reforms in agriculture through the use of data base,
supervision, utilisation of production planning and the format:on of a healthy
and sustainable environment. '

29.Mr. M. Sam'ani, Head of Research and Development, Province of South
Kalimantan, Indonesia, gave a presentation of specific programs that have
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 been undertaken in his province with regard to efforts to alleviate poverty,

such as: self sufficiency in local species of fish, development of mining based
industries; and micro imigation programs. Ha further elaborated that the
program on self-sufficiency in local species of fish have been successfully
conducted. While the imgation program has resulted in surplus of rice and
vegetables. Nevertheless, although well intended, the project have
encountered difficulties in practice since the sumlus of vegetables have
evolved intc difficulties in marketing the product, and thus have not
contributed significantly in reducing poverty. The presenter also explained
that the cultural issue has posed difficulties in efforts to alleviate poverty.

30. Mr. H. Dodo Perdata, Head of Research and Development, Province of West
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Java, Indonesia, presented a paper entitled *Policy and Program of Involving
Society in Solving the Poverty in West Java through Effective Technology”. In
this regard, a specific program called DAKABALAREA has been implemented
by empowering society as a core in development. The program is aimed at
increasing community’s capacity through improving access to natural
resources, technology, market information and capital. The targets of the
program are poor society, SMEs and cooperatives. He also mentioned that
effective technology application has been able to improve society's economy.
Nevertheless, the inventors of the relevant technology are not fully aware of
the importance of IPRs protection.

.The presenter, subsequently, underlined the importance. of continuous

improvement of effective technology application and development as well as
the DAKABALAREA program itself. in this case, further research and
development including IPRs protection should be conducted.

Session i : Case Study, Social Fund and Policy Responses on

Empowerment of Rural Community

32.Mr Budi Listyawan, founder of Waskita Dian Persada Foundation presented a

paper on the topic of Worm Technology. The discussion was moderated by

Mr. Dian Triansyah Djani. Mr. Listyawan explained that waste problem that

derives from the impact of modemity and the growth of the population is a
serious matter to be solved. A substantial amount of unmanaged wastes will

create poliution of water, soil, and air which would breed various diseases

and degradalion of the environment. Moreover, the development of

horticulture production to meet the increasing demand for food has led to the

degradation of fertile soil and increased pollution caused by the use of

intensive chemical usage.
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33.He further elaborated that “Vermicomposting” is a good altermative o manage
organic solid waste. “Vermicomposting” also can supply nutrients to improve
the structure and function of soil so as {o make flora and fauna life healthy,
Vermicomposling is a proccss of organic dccomposition by inoculating
earthworms. Earthworms consume organic litter in the soil surface by pulling
down materials into soil using its prostomium. The objective of this process is
to crcatc a botler organic fertllizer and a soil conditioner that can improve the
structure and function of the soil. Activity of “vermicomposting” is an
alternative as well as solution for the both solid waste and agricultural
problem aforementioned. Beside the benefits that can be {aken,
“vermicomposting” is a simple and easy-to-implement biotechnology even for
the smallest unit of the community like the household.

34.Ms. Amal Salama, of the Egyptian Embassy, on behalf of Dr Hussein El-
Gammal, Managing Director of Egypt Social Fund for Development, read the
paper entitled The Experience of Social Fund for Development (SFD) in
Poverty Alleviation. Mr. Dian Triansyah Djani of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Indonesia acted as the moderator. On the paper, Mr
Gammal put forward four proposals intended o enhance D-8 cooperation,
namely. &) Best practices in poverty alleviation on the D-8 web-page b) Micro
finance initiative for D-8 ¢ountries, ¢) Assistance among D-8 countries for
Development and utilization of information and communication technologues
(ICT) for poverly alleviation; and d) Publication on trends In human
development and poverty alleviation in D-8 countries.

35.In the first proposal. he recommended the D-8 national focal points together
with Indonesia as a coordinating country to work on designing the best
practices website as well as identifying, compiling, and disseminating
information on projects/programs. The second proposal is aimed at
exchanging experience among micro finance experts as well as strengthening
micro finance infrastructure in D-8 countries. As for the third proposal, he
viewed the importance of cooperation in bringing together a pro-Science and _
Technology agenda and a pro-poor agenda. Fina!ly, the publication of report
on human development and poverly trends is expected (o provide policy
makers with relevant, timely and accurate information.

36.Ms. Herliyani Suharta of the Indonesian Energy Technology Laboratory,
Agency for the Assessmeni and Application of Technology made a

* presentation entitled Sun Stove Technology. Mr Putu Santika acted as the
moderator. Ms Suharta explained the design, use and social acceptance of
solar cookers that are constructed by the users, using local materials in its
manufacturing and cost-conscious. She described the benefit of the solar
cooking technology applied in the rural areas in its comparison with oil
brazier, fuel-wood stove and coal briquette stove. She remarked that the sun
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37.

38.

39.

stove technology looks promising and that the Indonesian society has begun

accopting the method since there are evidences that the solar oven cooks
effectively.

She further explained that solar cooker program is onvironmontally benign,
cost-conscious, place-conscious and the technology offers solution on the
problem of clcan encrgy. Solar onergy also can cope with the growing
fuolwood demand caused by the growing number of population. Therefore,
the benefit of this technology should be disseminated to the society through
the families as the root users. The dissemination of knowledge and
information on this new technology is undertaken through various educational
approaches. } ‘

On the discussion of Session I, the participants inquired on the involvement
of the government in various projects that have been undertaken by
individuals such as the Indonesian solar cooking project and the. worm
technology project. The presenters remarked that in one way or another the
government has supported and encouraged the development of appropriate
technology.

The participants also exchanged their views and experiences on efforis that
have been undertaken to alleviate poverty through various programs and
schemes. Noting the need to have continued collaboration and exchange of
experiences, the participants requested the delegation of Egypt to submit its
country experience in combating poverty for other members to benefit from
the Egyptian experience.

40.0n the closing of Session Ill, the parﬁéipants appreciated efforts by each

member that have presented their countries viewpoint and experiences, and
have remarked that, whenever possible, D-8 members will replicate strategies
and experiences gathered in this workshop. '

Session IV : Practices and Lessons learnt in Empowerment of Rural

41.

Community

The participants expressed their satisfaction on the arrangement made during
the field trips to Bandung, West Java. They obtained vafuable inputs on the
local government efforts 1o alleviate poverly through the establishment of
community groups in each villages, grant for the preliminary capital to begin
proposed works that has the benefit for increasing the community's income as
well as the assistance to market their products. These programs are
implemented through a partnership with community-based organizations and
the beneficiaries. The participants were of the view thal the visits are
beneficial for comparative purposes on the implementation of poverty
alleviation in their respective countries.
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42.The participants particularly underlined the importance of identifying specific
program to heip people increasing their income through the y:sst of fertilizer
processing utilizing household, market and plaatation waste with the worm as
the machine (vermicompasting). Participants emphasized the importance of
the assistance from the local authorities to allocate the household waste,
intensive training, income generating activities of the labor-intensive work as
well as sustainability of the projects through win-win partnership with related

private sectors.

43.1n field visit to Indofood Sukses Makmur Company, participants stressed the
benefit of the opportunity to compare their country experience with Indonesia
on processing food. The participants particularly expressed their interest and
appreciation for the policy of the company management on the routine
distribution of the processed food produced by the company to the need and

the poor m Indonesia.

SessionV : Consideration and Adoption of the Report
RECOMMENDATIONS

44_Having considered the various presentations and extensive deliberations by
all participating experts, the Workshop noted the necessity of taking concrete
actions and dedisions to transform theory into reality. In this regard, the
workshop agreed to recommend -to the next meeting of the D-8
Commissioners, the following:

a. The Wo!"kshop stressed the necessity of having an integrated approach in
addressing the issue of poverty alleviation and the need to address the
issue of poverty alleviation in alf fronts.

b. The Workshop reiterated the importance of D-8 member countries to
Continue to work together in order to find ways and means to develop
appropriate technologies in addressing the issue of poverty alleviation <t is
essential to translate theory into concrete efforts which would be beneficial
to the well-being of the people, by among others, exchanging experiences
and best practices among D-8 members. In this regard, the wdrksh'op
recommended that national focal points for poverty alleviation be active in
providing their experiences and best practices to other members through
the D-8 website.

c. The workshop recommended adoption of concrete programs to promote
best practices of the D-8 members by undertaking field visit/study tour to
member countries in order to explore the possibility of replicating
successful expenences.
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. Although cognizant of the fact that there is no single standard or soluﬁor)
that can be applied uniformly, the D-8 member countries deemed it
necessary to continue exchanging experiences on appropriate technology
related to the alleviation of poverty and explore the possibility of using it in
D8 member countries. The Workshop stressed the need to utilize
community-based technologies that are simple, low cost, understandable,
easy to utilize and sustairiable.

. The Workshop underlined the importance of finding appropriate modalities
to support the development and marketing of appropriate technology,
including financing of the programs. The workshop also recommended
exchange of best practices in micro-financing in D-8 countries in order to
strengthen micro finance infrastructure in D-8 countries. The Workshop
further encouraged the D-8 countries fo explore the possibility of creating
a funding mechanism to support development of innovative technology
that would alleviate poverty. ’

The Workshop undertined the importance of finding new approaches that
would raise income from the agriculture sector, by among others, raising
the value added on land under cultivation. Mareover, the Workshop saw
the need to alleviate poverty through the integration of the agriculture
sector and the industrial sector.

. The Workshop underlined the need to empower the rural community to
take part in the plaiving, designing and implementation of schemes or
programs to aligviate poverty. In this regard, it is important to ensure that
the rural community has a stake in every stage of the development of
appropriate technologies in order to have a feeling of ownership as well as
to ensure a long-lasting commitment to utilize the said technology. The
Workshop urged the development of appropriate technology that would
ensure food security for the rural poor and vulnerable groups of the
society. :

. The Workshop recommended that member countries encourage their
private sector to partake in the development of appropriate technology and
involve themselves in efforts to empower the rural community to address
poverly alleviation. Noting that the civil society also plays an important
role jn efforts to eradicate poverty at the grass root level, it would be
pertinent for govemment to collaborate closely with the civil society in
supporting innovation and development of appropriate technology.

The workshop recommended increased cooperation between D-8 member
countries in information and communication technologies (ICT) which is
related to poverty alleviation. The Workshop encouraged the utilization of
ICT to combat poverty. In this regard, the Workshop recommended closer
coordination among D-8 coordinators, particularly between the poverty
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alleviation coordinator and the D-8 Communication and Technology
coordinator.

j. The workshop recommended govemments of D-8 member countries,
particulary local authorities, to enhance awareness of the public on the
beneftt of new technology that would improve the livelihood and welfare of
the people and encouraged the adoption of sustainable practices in the
rural community that would boost development of technology.

CLOSING SESSION

45.The participants adopted the Report of the Workshop of the D-8 on the
empowerment of rural community through the use of appropriate technology
for poverty alleviation, which was held in Jakarta on 5 — 9 November 2001.

46.The participants placed on record their deep appreciation to the Govemnment

of the Republic of Indonesia for organizing the Workshop and for the wam
hospitality extended {o them by the Govermnment and people of Indonesia.

BhtTdwey
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Inguguration of the meeting

The seéond D;8 Working Group Meeting on Environment was held in
Tehran on 14-15 November 2001, in accordance with the decision of the D-8
Commissioners in their Seventh Session in Dhaka on 22-23 Feb. 2000 and
reiterated by Cairo Declaration.

The pwrpose of this Meeting was to look into the technical aspects of
environmental coqueratidn inD-8 countfies. Experts and representatives ﬁon;
Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan
and Turkey attended the Meeting. The Re_presentative of UNDP Bureau in
Tehran also delivered a brief speech to the Meeting and actively involved in
the technical discussions of the Session. The list of participants is attached as
Annex 1.

The meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Dr.Y. Hojjat, the Deputy Head of
LR. of Iran DoE for Human Environment. This was followed by an address of
H.E. Mr. Jabbari, Director of Multilateral Economic Cooperation Department,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and keynote speech by Dr. Ahmad Reza
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Ashraioiognaiaee, Senior Expert of International Cooperation Bureau, State

Management & Planning Organization.

In his opening statement, HE Dr. Hojjat considering the fact that
2001was. the year of “ Dialogue Among Civilizations,” called the Working
Group Meeting on Environmeﬁt as timely. He said, “It is a pity to have the
knowledge, technology and resources available, and yet, the poverty has not
been eradicated, but the gap between poor and rich, and developed and
developing countries are still widening. Thus, globalization has deviated our
commitment for sustainable development from its original purpose. T hg
sustainable development process should not be hampered by poverty and
illiteracy in developing countries. I think it is time for all countries ;‘o come
together and launch initiatives at national and international levels té achieve
their common goal” . ( The text of the stateme;t is attached as Annex 2 ).

HE Mr. Jabbari referred to the environmental degradation as a global -
concern which requires  global solutions. Stressing the importance of
environmental issues, he also highlighted the fact that environment is an
important area and opporzunitj{ Jor cooperation among Islamic Countries in
general, and D-8 countries in particular. (Annex 3)

Afterwards, Mr. Ahmad Reza Ashrafologalaee was unanimously elected
as the chairman of the Meeting and formally started the session.

As the keynote speaker, Mr. Ashrafologalaee pointing to major global
environmental issues like unsustainable exploration of natural resources, _

profound alienation between man and nature, prevailing egoistic attitudes and
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westyles, global warming, air and other types of pollution. He emphasized the
Meeting to endeavor to address these main subjects:

e To increase Islamic Countries' understanding of environmental issues to
share experiences and opinions,

e To intensify efforts to encounter the challenges: Poverty, Trade and
Finance on the basis of the discussions in the Third Summit, through
creating environmental friendly job opportunitfes and protecting
environment,

o To achieve the best guidelines, on the basis of the national reports, to
Jace the challenges of sustainable development,

e To inspire D-8 Countries to think globally and act locally. (Annex 4)

Technical discussions

The delegates adopted the agenda presented by the host
country. ( Annex 5 )

The representatives from Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, the IL.R. of Iran,
Pakistan and Turkey presented their national reporfs which reviewed the

technical aspects of environmental issues of their country. ( Annex 6)

During the two-days Meeting, fruitful discussions made on various
environmental subjects, such as air pollution, energy consumption and its
kinds, mechanism for environmental data exchange, municipal and in
particular agricultural solid waste management, marine environment and the

role of NGOs in promotion of environmental quality, etc.
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Recommendations

After presentation of national reports by the delegaiions and exten:iv¢
discussions on various agenda items and taking note of the Istanbul Meeting
which accounted as a géod basis for further discussions in this respect, the
following recommendations were made by the member states. They also
agreed these recommendations to be. Sforwarded to the next Commissioners
Meeting.

1- Organizing Workshops on identification of existing enviranmentally sound |
technologies in member countries and developing mecham'sm; for their '_
transfer upon the request of the interested member countries;

2- Recognizing potential areas for further cooperation in environmental issues
including, : capacity building, exchange of information, expertise and :

“experiences, access 10 know-how, Jacilitating the tran.éjér of technologies |
and removal of the existing barriers and abstacles, etc.;

3— Surveying and evaluating the sea pollutants, industries, urban sewerage
systems and sharing of the member states findings in this respect;

4- Designing, funding and implementing joint projects on relevant
environmental issues including combating desertification, air and noise
pollution, water and soil  pollution, renewable energy resources,
increasing energy efficiency, - resource management, solid waste
management, promotion of environment management systems, developing

common vision and strategy in the International arena, etc.
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5-Organizing training courses especially in five areas of cooperation
adopted by the First D-8 Meeting on Environment in Istanbul;

6-Arranging workshops and seminars on energy. generated from
agricultural solid wastes;

7-Establishing an Environmental Network through the D-8 Industrial and
Te echﬁalogical Data bank (ITDB) website and developing a Monitoring

 System to determine and manage the environment pollution under the

coordination of Iran’s Department of the Environment (Do£);

8-Directing the efforts towards further regional cooperation on marine
environment, espeéially stabilizing Coastal Zone Management (CZM);

9- Iﬁviting the interested member countries to make appropriate proposals
and take necessary measures jfor the. i}nplementation of the
above- mentic;ned recommendations, as soon as possible.‘

10-The group recommended that Egypt will host the next D-8 Working
Group Meetfng on Environment in Cairo.

11-The Egyptian delegatidn agreed to orgaﬁize a seminar on

“ Agricultural Solid Waste Management "

Vote of Thanks

The participants expressed their thanks and appreciation to the )
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the excellent arrangements and

warm hospitality extended to them during their stay in Tehran.
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Recommendations of the Workshop on Rural

Development

The delegates of D-8 member countries participating in the Workshop on.
Sharing Experience and Formulation of Future Strategy for Rural
Development” during the period from March 5-7, 2002 presented their
experiences on rural development and poverty alleviation on their respective .-
countries. During the three days’ of deliberations, delegates exchanged their
views, ideas and experiences, related programmes, policies and srrategiés

followed by them during the working sessions, Various approaches to rural

development and poverty alleviation in the members countries were -
explained. The delegates observed that the member countries’ objectives and -
goals in this field were similar but the approach and methodology differ from-
country to couniry which are due to differing stages of economic
development. geographical variation, demographic distribution, literacy ;atg,f
etc. However, based on the experiences narrated by the delegates and in view
of the challenges posed by glebalization and ultimate marginalization of the

rural poor and in the context of the need for information, communication,

technology, certain common areas for cooperation among the member
countries have been identified. The delegates of member countries agreed
that there exists among the member countries 4 common bond and a strong -
feeling of fraternity and friendship, which help us in taking programmes of
mutual cooperation to the benefit of the member countries.

In the spirit of formation of D-8, certain definitive action programmes é‘n_
~ rural development have been agreed upon and recommended by the delegates
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for consideration by the D-8 secretariat. These recommendations are as
follows: '

1. The delegates reemphasized the decision of D-8 Summit for
designating Bangladesh as coordinating country for Rural Development
and Micro-credit sector in view of her long and outstanding
accomplishmant in the field. The workshop also noted the view of

Bangladesh to designate Bangladesh Rural Development Board as thé
focal point. | )

The member countries can exchange technologies, ideas and
experiences through organizing study visit programmes, seminaré,
workshop and training programme on a regular basis.

3. The D-8 countries may give publicity to each other’s success stories in
" their respective-print-and-electronic media. |

Scholarships can be mutually offered to obtain degrees, diplomas.and

training in the broad fields of poverty alleviation and rural developmént R
in the member countries.

5.  The D-8 Headquarter may consider establishment of an Information’
 Network to generate and disseminate rural developinent information..
Publication of a Newsletter in this respect may prove to be very useful.

A Web-site on D-8 rural products may be established so that the

member countries could benefit from it. Any of the member countries
may voluunteer to do it.
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10.

Delegates also feel that there should be linkages aniong Training
Organizations in D-8 Countries in the rural development sector, such as
Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development, INFRA of Malaysia,
Rural Development Cadre Training Centers of Indonesia, Organization

for Rural Co-operatives of Iran, Rural Development Academy, Pakistan;
ete.

| ‘Appropriate mechanisms should be developed for exchanges of experts

and consultants amongst the D-8 member countries in all aspects ‘of

- rural  development including micro-credit, rural infrastructure -

development, Eco-tourism, information technology, health' and
nutrition etc. -

The Workshop urges upon the member countries to promote a sense of -

: cémmonality in the production and marketing of rural products (on-

farm and off-farm) to enhance the status of rural poor.

A Common Development Fund should be established among .th_é;"

member couniries for investment in priority areas involving- rural

" development.

The Egyptian project proposal on “Promoting Rural Industrializatior .
through Comprehensive Approach” should be implemented on: pribrif},r
basis and strenuous efforts be.made to explore the possib'ﬂitiés of
getting funds from other development partners if UNIDO does not
come up immediately. The D-8 Secretariat may approach the. said
agencies on a priority basis. In an effort to expedite the proceé_s,
officials from the member countries should sit together either mDhaka

41



or in Cairo to finalize the project document on the basis of comments

received from the member countries.

Member countries may initiate and encourage research studies for
identification of impacts of globalization on rural population and
exchange the findings and evolve mechanism to strengthen the capacny

of rural people to utilize the benefits of orlob'ihzatmn

- The member countries may consider for exhibition of their rural
- products in the local fairs for improvement and exchange of rural

“technology among D-8 countries.

Discussed and accepted unanimously.

Dhiraj Kumar Nath
Secretary
Rural Development & Co-operatives Division
Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development & Co-operatives
- Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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28 March 2002

REPORT OF THE SEMINAR ON DEVELOPMENT‘ OF RESIDUE MONITORING SYSTEMS
AND HYGIENE RULES AND QUALITY CONTROL PROCEDURES RELATED TO FISH
PACKAGING FACILITIES

(Bodrum/Mugla, 26-28 March 2002)

The Seminar took place at the premises of the Bodrum Fisheries Institute in
Bodrum/Mugla on 26-28 March 2002. Bangladesh, Egypt, the ILR. of Iran and
Pakistan sent their experts to the Seminar. Turkey was represented with a large
number of experts from the Turkish Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, the
Agricultural Directorate of the province of Mugla as well as from the private sector.

26 March 2002

Associate Prof. Ramazan Cevik, Director of the Institute, made a welcoming
speech. Thereafter, Mr. H. Dede, the Section Director, General Directorate of
Protection and Control, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, made the opening
statement. He briefed the participants about the activities of his ministry in the field of

aquaculture and underlined the importance Turkey attached to the D-8 cooperation in
this area.

Mr. Erkan Gozg6zoglu, the Section Director, General Directorate of
Agricultural Production and Development, presented a general overview of
aquaculture and cage culture development in Turkey. A video film was also shown on
the breeding and farming of sea bream, sea bas and rainbow trout in Turkey.

In the afternoon session, another presentation was given by Mr. H. Dede on
the application of national residue monitoring programme for aquaculture and
technical and hygiene rules for packaging facilities, quality control & application and
inspections. In his presentation, Mr. H. Dede also informed the participants of the
fishery legislation of Turkey and of the European Union.

This was followed by national presentations of the experts from Bangladesh,
Egypt, LR. of Iran and Pakistan.
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27 March 2002

In the morning session, the participants paid a visit to the hatchery of the
Bodrum Fisheries Research Institute. The D-8 experts were briefed about the
activities of the hatchery. Thereafter, they visited the packaging and processing
facilities of a private sector company dealing with the trade of aquaculture products,
KiligDeniz Uriinleri Uretim Ihracat, Ithalat & Ticaret A.S. The officials of the
company explained their packaging system and process.

In the afternoon session, the participants also visited the hatchery of the same
company in the town of Milas. The manager briefed them about the hatchery and its
production cycle. The Egyptian participant referring to the work done in his country
in the field of sea bream and sea bas observed that useful cooperation could be
undertaken between the two countries. Moreover, Dr. Mohammed Hayat, Pakistani
Expert, explained his views on possible collaboration between his country and Turkey
in this field. In this context, he stated that his country was particularly interested in
cooperating with Turkey in the breeding of sea bas and sea bream as well as
production of pellet feed for rainbow trout. The Turkish side expressed its readiness to
exchange know-how and experience.

Finally, the experts.also toured aquaculture facilities of three more Turkish
companies ( Giimiigdoga, Aegean and Noordzee) in the same town during which they
had the opportunity to see the application of the relevant Turkish legislation by
private sector companies.

28 March 2002

In the final day of the seminar, the experts visited fish farms of the two private
sector companies, Kilig Deniz Uriinleri and the Aegean, where they were briefed
about cage culture and offshore breeding. Moreover, the experts had the chance to
study their documentation systems.

Conclusion

All the participants found the seminar very useful and therefore expressed
their thanks to the Turkish Authorities for organising it. The experts appreciated the
level of aquaculture technology and infrastructure developed in Turkey. In this
connection, Turkey offered its willingness to share know-how and experience with the
D-8 member countries. It was also observed that the private sector companies in the
member countries could collaborate in the trade of sea products in order to avoid
profit losses due to the competition in the world market.
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The 1st D - 8 Customs Expert Group Meeting
On Trade Preferences,
Customs Procedures and Trade Barriers
21 -23 May 2002
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

1. The Ist D-8 Customs Expert Group Mecting on Trade Preferences, Customs
Procedures and Trade Barriers was held in Peax] International Hotel, Kuala Lumpur on
the 21 — 23 May 2002. The meeting was attended by six members of D-8 nations namely
Bangladesh, Bgypt, Indonesia, Islagiic Republic of Iran, Pakistan end Malaysia. However,
Nigeria and Turkey were not represented at the meeting.

2. The opening of the meeting was officiatcd by Mr. Abdul Rahman Abdul Hamid,
the Deputy Director General of Customs (Operations), Malaysia. In his speech the Deputy
Director General welcomed the participants of the D-8 countries and cxtended his
appreciation to the participants for taking the time to aftend this meeting. He further
cmphasised that the D-8 is an arrangement for dei'cloping cooperation with objectives to
improve devcloping countries economic well-being in  the world, to diversify and create
new opportunities in trade relations, to enhance participation in decision-making &t the
internetional level and to provide better standards of living ainong the D-8. With the vast
cxpenence of each participant, they can share their knowledge, information and

experience to complement each other.

3. In the context of cooperatiou, the Malaysian Customs has wide experence with
the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries as scen in the
estiblishment of a Green Lane for ASEAN goods, an ASEAN Harmonised Tariff
Nomenclature (AHTN), Common Effective Preferential Tariff (CEPT) and the ASEAN
Industrial Cooperation Scheme (AICO). Similarly, Malaysia would like to extend such
cooperation to the D-8.
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4. As Maiaysia is-the training coosdinalor for the ASEAN countries, such

cooperation in training could also be extended to the D-8.

5. The Deputy Director General hoped that the meeting would achieve its objectives
and Initiate practical and innovative plans on which future work of the Expert Group

could be formulated.

AGENDA ITEM 1: Opening Remarks

6. The organising chairman, Mr. Hassan Arshad welcomed the delegates and the
observer to the 1% D-8 Customs Expert Group Meeting. The chairman hoped that with the
contribution and cooperation of the delegates, the mceting would be able to cover the woik

set out in the agenda.
AGENDA ITEM 2: Election of Chairman

7. Malaysia called nominations for the chairman of the D-8 Customs Expert Group
Meeting and the dclegates unanimously agreed for Mr. Hassan bin Arshad to chair the
meeting. Mr. Hassan assumed the chairmanship and thanked the delegates for their

confidence shown.

AGENDA ITEM 3: Adoption of Agenda

8. The chairman invited th