


























other activities including trade exhibitions to be organized in the respective D-8
countries.

iii. Simplification and Harmonization ofBanking Measures

11. The Commission extensively discussed the need and the modalities of convening
a meeting to discuss this subject. First, it is clarified that what is meant here is the
simplification of trade related banking measures rather than harmonization. The view was
expressed that there was some merit for convening such a meeting in order to facilitate
multilateral payment arrangements as well as the correspondence relationship between
various banks. Finally, the Commission agreed to recommend,to the central bank
governors to arrange a meeting of central bank officials on the margin of the IMP/World
Bank meetings to discuss whether and in what way they can contribute to the promotion
ofD-8 intra-trade.

iv. Consideration ofthe report ofthe Expert Group Meeting on Customs Procedures­
Trade Preferences-Elimination ofTrade Barriers within D-8

12. The Commissioner ofMalaysia presented the report of the Expert Group Meeting
held in Kuala Lumpur on 21-23 May 2002 to intensify the work in the field of customs
procedures as well as to study trade preferences and the issue of trade barriers within D-8
as a regional arrangement consistent with the international obligations of the member
states. Referring to various proposals made by the experts, he added that the experts will
continue to discuss these proposals in the next meeting which will be held in Tehran. The
Commissioner of the I.R. of Iran stated that they would soon propose the dates for this
meeting.

v. Agreement on the Simplification of Visa Procedures for the Businessmen

13. The Commissioner ofMalaysia stated that they have not signed this agreement
since they have a very liberal visa system. He assured that they would offer special
treatment to the D-8 businessmen on bilateral basis. On the other hand, the Turkish
Commissioner informed that they have ratified the agreement while the Commissioners
ofEgypt, the I.R. of Iran, Nigeria and Pakistan informed that they were in the process of
ratification.

vi. Cooperation in the field ofSMEs

14. The Commissioner of Turkey presented the report ofthe Workshop organized by
his country in this field. He added that if the other members are interested like Pakistan in
sending experts for a training program, Turkey would be pleased to organize it. The
Commissioner ofPakistan informed that their relevant organization SMEDA launched a
web site as a discussion forum for exchange of information. In response to an inquiry, he .
added that a hyper link could easily be established between the ITDB and SMEDA's
website.
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both agreements should comply with WTO rules and that D-8 could seek assistance
from WTO on this matter since almost all the member countries (Iran being in initial
accession process) are the members of this organization. Concerning the second draft,
it was reminded that the OIC had already worked out a framework agreement on
PTA and a duplication should therefore be avoided. The Executive Director stated
that D-8 could certainly draw upon the experience of OIC in working out a framework
agreement but that negotiations have however to be conducted on a commodity-by­
commodity basis taking into account the distinct priorities within D-8. Turkish
Delegation informed the Commission of the intention of their authorities to organize
the Third Expert Group Meeting in October to continue discussions of the subj ects
mentioned above. On the other hand, Pakistan offered to host a WTO Seminar in
Islamabad and welcomed participation from the member countries

v.Agreement on Simplification ofVisa Procedures for the Businessmen

II.The Commission recognized the importance of the early entry into force of this
agreement to facilitate the contacts between D-8 businessmen. Turkey and the I.R. of
Iran having already ratified this agreement, some other members (Egypt, Bangladesh
and Pakistan) briefed the Commission about the steps their authorities have taken to
complete the ratification process.

vi. Cooperation in the field ofSMEs.

12. The Commissioners evaluating the conclusions of the Workshop on SMEs which
was held in October 2001 in Istanbul, underlined the importance of encouraging small
and medium enterprises to get organized to export their products. Pakistan Delegation
volunteered to host another workshop on SMEs provided that the member countries
expressed their willingness to send their experts. In this connection, the Turkish
Commissioner informed that his Government was organizing in collaboration with
OECD a ministerial meeting on SMEs in 2004 in continuation of Bologna process and
added that they would be pleased to see the participation from D-8 members.

Agenda Item 5: Industry

13. The Turkish Commissioner briefed the Commission about the latest situation in
agricultural aircraft project and added that in the light of the responses frOin the
member countries, the commercial production of the aircraft have to be delayed until
such,time when the marketing possibilities would justify it. The Iranian
Commissioner proposed a meeting of officials from the civil aviation industry to
discuss how to combine member countries' potentials in manufacturing, ,marketing of
an aircraft (to provide postal, patrolling and medical services). While some members
supported this idea, others stated that they could only take note of this 'proposal and
later seek the reaction of their authorities on it.

14. As regards the new projects in industrial sector, the Commission took note of
various proposals made by Egypt and Pakistan. In the course of the discussions, it was
stated that the member countries should focus on a very limited number of subjects of
cooperation. In the consideration of the new projects, the technological capacity,
marketing possibilities and the financial requirements have to be taken into account.
Indeed, in view of the experience of the agricultural aircraft, one should act more
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prudently in this regard. In conclusion, it was agreed that a common vision should be
developed before deciding on individual projects and that a meeting of senior experts
could be organized with a view to engage in a brain storming exercise. It was also
stated that the private sector representatives could be involved in this exercise....

~genda Item 6: Telecommunication and Information

15. The Iranian Comnlissioner called upon the member countries to regularly update
their national homepages in ITDB website every six months. He also briefed the
Comnlission on the steps they are taking in collaboration with lTD to establish a
dedicated server for e-commerce for future needs. Some members stated that they had
some problem in entering the ITDB website and requested the assistance or the
Iranian Authorities in this respect.

16. The Comnlissioner ofPakistan briefed the Commission on their project proposal
to Inoni tor and report, through the internet, from international and Pakistani
newspapers and journals, reports, analyses and news items on global economic issues
and trade matters, which may be of interest to D-8 members, particularly for their
individual and joint trade and services promotion. The Iranian Commissioner drew
attention to the news section of the ITDB website where the member countries could
enter infonnation concerning business and development opportunities in a selective
approach. While recognizing the need to avoid duplication, in view of the distinct
coverage and approach of the proposal by Pakistan, which it would itself fund, it was
agreed the D-8 proj ect proposed by Pakistan was approved to proceed.

Agenda Item 7: Agriculture

17. The Conlmissioner ofPakistan presented the Report of the Workshop on
Conservation of Fann Animal Genetic Resources. In response to the recommendation
of the Workshop, the Egyptian Delegation expressed their readiness to organize a
nleeting of national coordinators before the end of the year, subject to technical and
financial suppoli ofFAG. As for the establishment of a working group, it was agreed
that this could be achieved virtually at this stage by way of exchanging e-rnails
between the focal points

18. The Comnlissioner of Pakistan informed the Commission that his authorities were
ready to organize a "Workshop on Water Conservation and Drip Irrigation" instead of
on "Biotechnology Initiative for Increasing Agricultural Productivity" as earlier
proposed.

19. Concerning the implementation of the recommendations of the "Workshop on
Food Security with Special Emphasis on Food Safety" held in Iran in 2000, a virtual
C0111nlittee could carry out this task by way of correspondence between focal points.

Agenda Item 8: Finance-Banking and Privatization.

20. The Malaysian Delegation presented the Report of the "Convention on the
Emergence of Takaful in the Wake of Globalisation" held in ~ualaLumpur on 1-2
Novelnber 2002 and explained in detail their proposal for the transformation of
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"ASEAN Retakaful International (ARIL)" into a "D-8 Retakaful
of the proposal has been circulated in the course of the meeting)
responses from the member countries. Several Commissioners ""''''''''''::'':>''''>'''~'JLU

presentation indicated their interest in this project. Moreover, it was also
private companies and investors in D-S countries could also be invited to participate
in this project in addition to the governments. It was suggested that the conventional
insurance should also be considered in this context. The Egyptian Delegation
proposed to organize a Seminar within the first six months of 2004 in the field of
conventional insurance and reinsurance in addition to takaful.

21.The Malaysiap. Delegation informed the Commission that their authorities had the
intention to organize in 2004 a meeting of supervisory and regulatory authorities in
D-S countries to work out the modalities of establishing a mechanism of cooperation
in takaful and insurance which had earher been scheduled to take place this year.

22.The Malaysian Delegation also informed the meeting of their willingness to
organize a second training program on privatization on 8-13 Deceluber 2003.

Agenda Item 9: Poverty Alleviation and Human Resources Developrnent

23. The Commissioner of Iran informed the meeting that they established a separate
section under the ITDB for exchange of information on the best practices for poverty
alleviation and rural development and added that they had already entered data
pertaining this matter. The Malaysian Commissioner while endorsing the idea of
having separate section stated that the feeding should also cover subjects such as the
practices ofmicro credit, income generating activities etc.. On the other hand, the
Commissioner of Iran stated that they would be ready to organize the twice­
postponed workshop on poverty alleviation if the member countries are still
interested.

24. The Commissioner of Indonesia informed the Commission that they would subrnit
the new dates for the Workshop on Food Safety for Poverty Alleviation.

Agenda Item 10 : Rural Development

25. In view of the response from UNIDO'to the project "Promoting Rural
Industrialization by Comprehensive Approach", the Commission decided to delay the
implementation of this project until the necessary funds become available.

26. The Turkish Commissioner stated that he could propose to his authorities to
organize a seminar on "Comprehensive Community Development" in case the
member countries indicated their interest. .

Agenda Item l1.Energy

27. The Nigerian Delegation brought to the attention of the COlTImission the
recommendations of the First Working Group Meeting on Energy held in Abuja in
2001. The Iranian Commissioner informed the COlTIlnission of the readiness of his
authorities to host the Second Working Group Meeting on Energy in winter IDonths
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12 August 2003

DECISIONS OF
THE XII SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

(11-12 AUGUST 2003, CAIRO)

The Commission having met in Cairo on 11-12 August 2003, adopted the following
decisions and recommendations:

TRADE

1. Underlining the importance of launching the IMTC project as soon as possible, calls
upon member states to do their utmost to impress upon their national chambers of
commerce and business associations to stimulate a genuine interest among their
business community for subscribing to this project, as a necessary step for the
enhancement of intra-trade activities among the D8 member state~.

2. Welcomes the offer of the Egyptian Federation of Chambers of Commerce for the
promotion of the IMTC on the margiri of the Tenth Meeting of the private sectors of
the Islamic states to be held in Tehran, 4-5 October 2003.

3. Requests member states who have not yet done so, as a matter of urgency, to
communicate in writing by the end of September 2003, their final decision on their
financial contributions for the IMTC, and to encourage their respective private sector
to participate in the IMTC project.

4. Welcomes the offer of Egypt to hold a meeting in Cairo in December 2003 with the
view ofreaching a final decision on the future arrangements for the IMTC.

5. Calls upon member states to urge their focal points to regularly feed and update the
trade database with trade information, including trade exhibitions, and to provide
hyperlinks facilities to their export promotion authorities.
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