Now, I would like to summarise the activities since the Dhaka Summit within
each sector in the order of the draft agenda.
I.

AGRICULTURE
a.

Aquaculture

i. I have been informed by the Coordinating Country (Pakistan) that the
Directory of experts, scientists and institutions is at present under printing on the
basis of information provided by the member states with the except ion or Nigeria
When received, the member governments are advised to ensure its widest
circulation to all relevant institutions and firms in the public and private sectors so
that efficient exchange of knowledge, experience and expertise take place between
those members with capacity and the others in need.
As a second step, a supplement may also be issued to cover the
businessmen in the private sector, as decided by the Commissiono
The aquaculture monitoring centers in the member countries may serve as the
official channels in this cooperation.
ii. The Introdudory Cours(,' on BnH:kishwah'r or 011<.' month (17
July-18 August 1999) was attended by almost all the members in addition to some
third world countries. The participants gained valuable experience from this course as
reflected in the report. Meanwhile, Malaysia also offered to organise additional
courses and provide experts in this field as reflected in para.6 through 13 in the report.
iii. The Turkish Authorities are requested to propose new dates for the
Course on the Development of the System of the Residue Monitoring and the Hygiene
Rules and Quality Control Procedures related to Fish Packaging Facilities, which was
earlier postponed to the year of 2000.
b.

Food Security

The Workshop on Food Security was' held in I'slamabad on 24-26
November 1999. Prior to the Workshop, country papers were submitted by the
members. In the course of the Workshop which was also attended by the experts from
FAD, WFP and UNDP, an extensive exchange of views took place, covering a wide
range of issues involved in the question of food security. The Workshop adopted a
series of recommendations addressing these issues. In order to ensure the foHow-up
and efficient implementation of the recommendations, the mcmber countrics arc
requested to designate focal points in their respective ministries dealing with food and
agriculture. The Workshop also decided that these focal points should disseminate the
recommendations widely within the member states as well as to international agencies
so that maximum benefit is drawn from them. The Executive Director may be
instructed to give, on the occasion of each Summit, a report on the
implementation of these recommendations, based on the information which will
be provided by the nleruber countries.
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n.

INDUSTRY

The 4th and 5th Sessions of the Study Group were held in Ankara on 11 June
and 27 October 1999 respectively. As reported in the New York consultations by the
Turkish Delegation, the agricultural aircraft was already manufactured with the
installations partially performed and was on static display at the IV. International
Aerospace and Maritime Fair organised in Ankara at the end of September lust.
Issues:
.. Vendor lists: As agreed at the 4th Session of the Study Group,.TAI sent open
item lists/parts to be purchased by TAI from the members with competitive prices.
Most members are yet to give their response. lms information is required for
participation in the project and work-sharing.
- Market research: As agreed at the 3rd Session and thereafter confirmed at
the 4th Session of the Study Group, the member countries are requested to inform of
their quantitative needs of the agricultural aircraft. So far, few members (lR. of Iran
and Malaysia) did so. TAl engaged itself in a market research in Turkey for this
aircraft and prepared a questionnaire which was utilised for this purpose. The
questionnaire together with the outcome of the market research were circulated to the
member countries in order to facilitate the work in their hOluelnarket (Our letter
IND/99/385 dated 15 November 1999).
- Participation in engineering work: At the 5th Session of the Study Group,
TAI invited the members to participate in the engineering work of the aircraft through
certification. As agreed at the same meeting, TAl later provided a time table for the
activities in which the·members might wish to pat1icipate (Our letter No.INO/99/449
dated 29 December 1999). The responses from the-member countries are awaited.
- Certification: As agreed at the 4th Session, TAI is in continuous contact with
the Turkish Civil Aviation.Authorities on the subject.
- Date of the inaugural testing flights and invitation to the 0-8 Ministers of
Industry: TAI is planning to organise the inaugural flights with a slight delay for
technical reasons. The precise dates will be communicated in due course. As stated by
the Turkish Delegation in New York, the Turkish Government intends to invite on
this occasion the Distinguished Ministers of Industry from the member countries. The
Ministers of Industry may wish to take this opportunity to have exchange of views on
other projects in the sector of industry.
Here, I would like to remind that the experts from the member countries are
invited to participate in the ground tests which will precede the inaugural flights and
the cycle of flight tests which will follow the inaugural flights to take place during the
months from May to August as stated in our letter No:IND/99/449 dated 29 December
1999. The responses from the me~ber countries are awaited.
- Multi-purpose (multi-functional) civilian aircraft: the Study Group agreed at
its 4th. Session on the definition of this aircraft (para.3 of its report). Nevertheless, as

stated in panl. 19 of the Dhaka Dl~dllrnt ion, t hi~ (H,\W Vl\fSinll ,,'UIl nilly lw bnst\d \ll\ I he
quantitative requirements of the member countries. Thel'efon~, the Iueluber
countries are requested to inform TAl of the approximate quantity of multi-

purpose aircraft which they may need in the coming yearse

IDe

TRADE

The II. and III. Expert Group Meetings on Trade were held in Cairo on 6-7
April 1999 and 19-20 January 2000 respectively. Moreover, the Expert Group
Meeting on Shipping took place in Alexandria on 15-16 November 1999, and the
Meeting on Trade Facilitation & Simplification of Customs Procedures in Kuala
Lumpur on 9-12 November 1999. The reports of these last two meetings were also
before the III. Expert Group Meeting on Trade.
The two Expert Group Meetings on Trade were well attended by all the
member states. The ITC Expert Mr. G. Lajsic participated in the exchange of views
on the IMTC project. The Secretary General of the Islamic Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, and the Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Shipowners
Association were also present.
The experts undertook substantial discussions in Cairo on the IMTC project as
well as wide-ranging trade related issues, and adopted a series of recommendations, as
summarized herebelow:
a. Progress on IMTC Project:
The participants, reviewing the project in "the' light of the revised terms of
reference, underlined the need to reduce the increased cost (779.000 USD) of the
feasibility study by relying on national rather than international sources (experts).
Accordingly, the ITC expert is requested to submit a revised proposal for the cost of
this study by the first week of the February next. The Commission is expected to
take a decision on this matter on the basis of the new proposal.

" On the other hand, taking into account of the reporting by the Bangladesh
Delegation on the response of the Asian Development Bank to contribute to the
financing of the project, which was not favourable, the meeting requested Egypt and
Nigeria, the African members ofD-8, to contact with the African Development Bank
for the same purpose, Egypt also offered to approach other financial institutions to
this end.
The expert meanwhile decided that the project should be private sector-driven
from its very beginning and accordingly requested Egypt to disseminate information
about this project to the private sector.
The objective of all these efforts is understood to bring the government's
share in the financing of the feasibility study to a minimum. Nevertheless, even a
small contribution by the governments is, I believe, extremely important to help
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stimulate the interest of the private sector in this project by demonstrating their
governments' commitment to it.
Accordingly, the Commission may invite the Governments to declare
their readiness to contribute, albeit in a symbolic amount, to the cost of the
feasibility study as soon as possible, in any case before the next session of the
Commission, and may agree to give in p.oindple the nuthorisntion to Egypt to
sign the grant agreement with the IDB it being understood that the requirements
of the IDB (the covering of the gap in the financing of the feasibility study by the
members or any other source) will be met.

b. Trade Facilitation and Simplification of Customs Procedures (TFSCP):
The participants, taking note with appreciation the report of the Seminar on
TFSCP, and the paper presented to the Seminar by Malaysia on Trade Facilitation
Measures amongst ASEAN and APEC, expressed interest to make an in-debt study
of the experience of these groupings.

Furthermore, recognising the importance of simplification and harmonisation
of customs procedures within D-8 as a prerequisite for trade t1H:ilitation in accordan"'l'
with international norms and standards, and with a view to exploring ways and means
to coordinate their positions and policies in the issues of common concern, they
recommended that the D-8 members submit to the Executive Director a
description of their customs procedures co~pled with their views and proposals
to facilitate customs cooperation and to eliminate, existing. obstacles.
The experts also .oeCOlluuelHled thnt the ITC cxnluine the )loh'utials of
customs harmonisation within D-8 in the context of the feasibility study on the
IMTC project.
The Commission is expected to endorse the recommendations in these
three paragraphs.

c. Easing visa procedures for businessmen:
The experts, recognising the importance of facilitating the process of issuing
visas for businessmen indicated that the forthcoming Commission Meeting would
present an opportunity to those members, who have not yet done so, to submit
their comments on the Iranian draft agreement. The Commission may take an
appropriate decision on the subject.

d. Status of agreements on the avoidance of double taxation and
protection/promotion of-investments:
In view of various bilateral agreements already signed between D-8 members,
the participants did not see any need to conclude multilateral agreements in these two
fields. Instead, the meeting decided that those members, who have not yet done so, to
engage in negotiations as soon as possible to complete and finalize bilateral
agreements between them, covering these'~o areas. For this, the member countries
are kindly requested to verify in the first Instance with their relevant authorities

the information they earlier provided in this regard to rerllove the discr·epnndt.'s
between their replies as indicated in the chart circulated by the Executive
Director. (Our letter No:TR/99/442 dated 24 December 1999)

e. Simplification and Harmonisation of Banking Measures and Foreign Trade
Financing:

i. Simplification and Harmonisation ofBanking Measures: The meeting
adopted a series of recommendations for the harmonisation of banking measures by
the central banks in line with the internationally recognised practices, and for the
adherence by the banks to the criteria of banking loans as stated in Basle Convention
and to the international accounting criteria to achieve sound disclosures of their
financial status. It was also recommended that D.:8 countries consider the presently
growing phenomenon of bank mergers while taking into consideration the specific
socio-economic conditions in each member country. The Conunission rnay cndorst.'
these recommendations.
it. Foreign Trade Financing: The experts underlying the role of central banks
in this respect suggested the setting up of a committee comprising the officials of
D-8 central banks with the task enumerated in the report.

Moreover, the member countries, which have not done so, are encouraged to
establish an Export Credit Guarantee System. The experts also recommended that
Export Credit Guarantee Companies in each member country' get in touch with their
counterparts in the others.
The experts further recommended that the banks become actively involved ill
providing investment financing especially for technology upgrading projects.
The Commission may ask the representatives of the D-8 Central B~Hlks to
meet alongside of the annual meeting of.the Board of Gover'ners of the 11)11 to
discuss the above-mentioned suggestion ( setting up a committee) and the
implementation of the recommendations made by the experts.

f Exchange of Trade Information:
The experts, taking note of the replies by the member countries to the
Egyptian questionnaire, recognised the importance of the trade information
mechanisms for the expansion of trade and business within 0-8, and concluded that
the existing mechanisms under the OIC and ID~ (ICOT, OICIS NET) must be utilised
to the maxi.mum for this purpose. As regards the Intra-0-8 Trade Data Base, in the
light ofthe Egyptian paper, the member countries are invited to identify their focal
points which will be responsible for providing trade and business information.
The expertsa)so requested Egypt to prepare the structure and format for the proposed
trade database and circulate it to the national focal points.
The Commission may endorse these conclusions of the
the coordinator for the proposed trade database.

~xpertfJ and

select

Report ofthe Second Workshop on ITDB Network Project, held in Tehran on
1-2 December 1999 (Our letter No: TCI/99/429 dated 7 December 1999)

V.

POVERTY ALLEVIATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT
Ref: para.4/Res.13 (VI.) and para.24/Dhaka Decl.
Report ofthe Joint Meeting ofExpert and Decision Makers on Social Safety
Nets, held in Jakarta on 13-17 August 1999 (Our letter No.PHR/99/278 dated
31 August 1999)

VI.

FINANCE-BANKING-PRIVATIZATION
Ref: Res.20 (VI.) and para.29/Dhaka Decl.
Report of the Workshop on Re-takaful International, held in Kuala Lumpur on
31 May- 1 June 1999 (Our letter No:FBP/991184 dated 6 July 1999)
Report of the Seminar on Islamic Banking and Insurance, held in Kuala
Lumpur on 2-4 June 1999 (as above)
Report of the Training Course on Conventional Banking, held in Kuala
Lumpur on 13-25 September 1999 ( Our letter No:FBP/99/437 dated 15
December 1999)

VII.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Ref: Res.16 and para.23/Dhaka Decl.
Implementation of the project "Rural Industrialisation by Comprehensive
Approach"
Issues:
- The request of clarification by Bangladesh on the Egyptian proposal and
the Egyptian response
- Comments by Indonesia on the Egyptian proposal (Our letter
No.RD/99/319 dated 4 October 1999)
- Seeking UNIDO's assistance (UNIDO's letter circulated with our letter
No: RD/991172 dated 22 June 1999)
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20 September 2000

DECISIONS
VIIl. SESSION OF THE COMMISSION
(New York, 15-20

Sep~em her

2000)

COMMISSION,

Having met in New York on 15-20 September 2000)
Adopted the following decisions,
PREPARATIONS OF THE CAIRO SUMMIT

1.

Thanks the Egyptian Commissioner for his preliminary briefing concerning the
arrangements of the Cairo Summit.

2.

Recommends the da1es for the following meetings:
The III. Summit (Cairo) 25 February 2001
The V. Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers (Cairo) 24 February 2001
The X. Session ofthe Comtnission (Cairo) 22-23 February 2001
(Preparatory Me~ting)
The IX Session of the Commission (Dhaka) Mid-January 2001

3.

Requests the Executive Director to prepare in collaboration with the host country
the draft text of the Cairo Declaration and to circulate it at an early date for the
first reading at the IX. Session of the Commission in Dhaka.
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INDUSTRY

4.

Congratulates the Turkish 'Aerospace Industries (TAl) for completing the
manufacture of the prototype of the agricultural aircraft with the equipment
mounted on it and for undertaking all the necessary tests successfully, and
appreciates as well the substantial work so far conducted by the Study Group in
connection with this project.
.,'

\

5.

Reiterates its thanks to the Turkish Minister of Industry and Trade for his kind
in'vitation to the D-8 Tvlinisters of Industry/Science & Technology to mark the
inaugural flight of the agricultural aircraft and to discuss as well other projects for
industrial cooperation, an event which was initially scheduled for 12-13
September but later postponed due to the prior engagements of some Ministers.

6.

Welcomes the setting up of a 1\1anagement Committee to coordinat.e the industrial
activities in the project such as design, development, certification, work-sharing,
manufacturing, marketing, sales and after-sales support, its first meeting having
been held in Ankara on 11-15 September 2000 following the conclusion of the
non-disclosure agreement designed to protect intellectual properties concerning
the exchange of information among the delegated companies, and instructs the
Management Committee to resolve the remaining issues mentioned in the last
report of the Study Group and to report to it.

7.

Invites the member countries to direct their respective organisations to continue to
closely collaborate with the Turkish Authorities (TAI) and to consider all the
necessary steps, including speedily making their decisions known on the quantity
they may wish to order this aircraft so that its commercial evaluation and
production could be started at an early date, while at the same time working on the
multi-purpose version.

TRADE

8.

Rei~erates its appreciation to the lOB for its offer to contribute to meeting the cost
of the feasibility study of the f1\1TC project and thanks as well the Bank for
agreeing to remove the two terms earlier attached to this offer.

9.

Also reiterates its appreciation to those member states that have agreed to
contribute to the cost of the feasibility study.

10.

Welcomes' the steps taken by Egypt in pursuance of Decision 23 (yll) that led to
the reconsideration by the IDS of the terms attached to its offer and invites Egypt
to complete as soon as possible all the necessary steps for the start of the work on
the feasibility study including the announcement of the tender conditions for the
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offers by the nominated consultant firms, selection of the firm with the lowest bid
etc., and authorizes her to sign the contract with this selected consultant firm.
11.

Reaffirms its request from the member countries to encourage their private sector
through their chambers of commerce to pan;icipate in the project.

12.

Reiterates its call upon the governments to encourage their national chambers of
commerce & industry and business associations to sign as soon as possible the
Charter of the D-8 Forum for Chambers of Commerce & Industry and
Business Associations for its early entry into force. Efforts should be made to
introduce the Il\1TC project among the 0-8 business community on the occasion
oftheforthcoming meeting of the Ole Chambers of Commerce & Business
Associations which will take place in Doha 15-17 October 2000, as decided by
the Commission at its VII. Session.

13.

Appreciates the.work by the I.R. of Iran forthe new version of the Agreement on
Easing Visa Procedures for Businessmen circulated at the Commission meeting
and requests the member states to convey their views on this new text prior to the
IX. Session of the Commission for facilitating a final decision.

14.

Decides to consider in principle a single framework in the field of shipping to
discuss ways and means of updating available information about national flag
vessels, cargo movements and facilities, conditions of the main ports in the
member countries as well as the development of partnerships among the
entrepreneurs of member countries on joint yenture basis for the expansion and
sustainability of shipping trade within D-8.

15.

Invites Bangladesh and Egypt as the 'sponsors of the earlier proposals on this
, subject to jointly prepare a paper on the 'modalities of establishing such a
framework including its structure and functioning, to be circulated to the member
countries to seek their comments thereupon, and decides to consider the paper in
the light of these comments.

16.

Invites those member countries who have not yet done so to designate their focal
points in the field of shipping.

17.

Expresses its thanks to the Secretary General of the Islamic Shipowners'
Association for their valuable suggestions for cooperation with the 0-8 members
and requests the member countries to give their comments on them in order to
take an appropriate action at its next session.
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ITDB NETWORK

18.

Thanks the Government of the I. R. of Iran for organising the iv1eeting of National
Administrators on 24 April 2000 to finalise the preparation~ of the ITDB project.

19.

Expresses as well its appreciation to the Iranian Government for accomplishing
this project and launching the ITDB website on 24 May 2000.

20.

Strongly urges the member countries to complete the work on their national home
pages and to insert the latest data on industrial, technological, economic and
commercial activities and to update them regularly; recommends as well to the
member states to make efforts to publicise the website in their respective
countries.

21.

Invites those member countries that have not yet done so to designate their
national focal points responsible for the implementation of this project.

22.

Appreciates the contacts of the I.R. of Iran with the lTV for the preparation of a
feasibility study on e-commerce and requests the member countries to respond as
soon as possible to the questionnaire prepared for this purpose.

HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION

23.

Welcomes the steps taken by the Indonesian Authorities to follow up Decision 60
(VI!.). Invites the Member States, as requested by the coordinating country, to
provide the Executive Director with an updated list of their national focal poil1ts
as well as information and data on their capacities on HRD and poverty
alleviation programs on the basis of the two sets of forms circulated earlier.

24.

Thanks the Indonesian Authorities for the offer to organise a workshop on the
empowerment of rural community through the use of appropriate technology for
poverty alleviation in Jakarta on .14-18 May 2001, as outlined in the Terms of
Reference circulated at the Comn1ission Meeting.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

25.

Reiterates its earlier request from Bangladesh and· Egypt to prepare' the revised
version of the project "Promoting Rural Industrialisation by Comprehensive
Approach" for its approval at the next session of the Commission, thus enabling
both member countries to jointly approach UNIDO to seek technical and financial
assistance for its. implementation.
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The member countries were requested to nominate their delegated companies to TAI at
the latest by 28 July 2000.
10. Again, according to the report of the Study Group, a design review was
scheduled to be held by the Management Committee from 11 to 15 September 2000 in
order to discuss the topics mentioned in para. 17 of the report. To this end, TAl sent in
August the draft text of the non-disclosure agreement, which will protect the intellectual
properties concerning the exchange ofinformation among the delegated companies, to
seek their prior approval.
11. So far, only Indonesia, l.R. of Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan nominated their
. delegated companies to the Management Committee. (Egypt informed that "they would
not be able to nominate representatives to attend the meeting of the Management
Committee due to their prior engagements but would be interested in attending and
following up the activities of this Committee"). The Turkish authorities are expecting
nominations also from the other interested member countries.
12. I believe, the project has reached a crucial stage at which the vital issues such
as final design, measures to lower the cost, certification, work-sharing, marketing etc.
must be finalized.
AGENDA ITEM 6: TRADE

a. International Marketing and Trading Company
13. At its last session, the Commission called upon the participating cQuntries to
declare their readiness to contribute, albeit in a symbolic amount, to the co~t of the
feasibility study in order to demonstrate their commitment to the project. So far Egypt,
LR of Iran, Pakistan, Turkey made written commitments to this effect, indicating the
amounts of their c'ontribution. (Malaysia regretted " not to be in a position to contribute at
this juncture"). Egypt informed of the bank account where the contributions by the
members, to the financing of the IMTC feasibility study could be paid.
14. In pursuance of Decision. 23, the Egyptian Authorities approached to IDB so
that the Latter reconsiders the terms attached to its offer. The Egyptian Authorities
informed that the IDB already agreed to remove the condition of 50 % ceiling that was
attached to its offer. (Our letter TRIOO/IS7, dated 17 May 2000). The IDB's reply
concerning the other condition that "the IMTC should not involve itself in actual trading
except through the means of counter-trade" is still awaited. Thereafter, Egypt is to sign
the grant agreement with IDB in accordance with the mandate given by the Commission
(Decision. 25).
15. On the other hand, in line with Decision. 26, Egypt has also approached the
Afri~an Development Bank to seek its contribution to the project so that the participating
countries' share in financing the feasibility study is minimized. Nevertheless, the African
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Meanwhile, Pakistan informed that they might also have some comments on the draft
agreement.
20. H. Shipping: At the last Commission meeting, two distinct proposals were
made by Egypt and Bangladesh for the establishment of a Committee comprising
shipping experts and a Shipping Business Forum respectively. The Commission
requested the member countries to send their comments on these proposals (Decisions. 45
and 46). The I.R.oflran responded to the first and Indonesia to both proposals.
Furthermore, Egypt and the I.R.of Iran requested more detailed information on the
proposal of Bangladesh.
21. As I have already pronounced in my recent communication sharing the views
expressed by Indonesia, to have two bodies in the same field may be a duplicating
endeavor and therefore redundant (our letter No TRiOO/260 dated 3 August 2000). I
believe, whatever name is given, a body where both government officials and
representatives from maritime chambers (or corresponding body) are represented would
serve the purpose. The I.R. of Iran and Turkey also favour this idea. The Commission
may consider this subject at its New York Session to agree in principle on a single body.
Thereafter, the two sponsoring countries may prepare a paper on the modalities of
establishing such a body, including its structure and functioning, to be circulated to the
members for seeking their comments. The Commission may take a final decision on this
subject at its IX. Session in the light of these comments.
22. Meanwhile, in response to Decision. 44, Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, the
LR.oflran and Turkey have designated their focal points for exchange of information
about ships and cargo. A new reminder to the other members was sent on 31 July.
23. In order to give a follow-up to the Decisions. 47 and 48, I inquired from the
I.R.oflran and Egypt what services ECO Shipping Company and the Islamic
Shipowners' Association may offer for cooperation with D-8 countries. I have recently
received the response from the Secretary General of the Islamic Shipowners' Association
through the Commissioner of Egypt. Their suggestions for cooperation have been
circulated for consideration by the relevant bodies of the member countries both in public
and private sectors (Our letter TRiOO/261 dated 3 August 2000). In case the comments on
these suggestions are received from the members by the time of the New York meeting,
the Commission may take an appropriate action thereupon. Otherwise, it has to be
deferred to the subsequent session. The response of the ECO Shipping Company to our
inquiry is awaited.
24. iii. Simplification and Harmonisation of Banking Measures: The
Commission, while endorsing the recommendations of the III. Expert Group Meeting on
Trade on this subject, requested the member countries to recommend to their central
banks to consider positively the proposal to set up a committee comprising
representatives of the D-8 Central Banks to meet alongside the annual meeting of the
IDB's Board of Govemors (Decisions. 38-39). I believe that the forthcoming meeting of
the IDB' s Board of Governors which will reportedly take place in Lebanon on 7-8
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November 2000 may provide an opportunity to consider and approve the proposal for
setting up the committee mentioned above. Accordingly, I have requested the member
countries to find out from their central banks whether they would be agreeable to this
suggestion (Our letter No:TR/OO/229 dated 13 July 2000). In response, Bangladesh and
the I.R. of Iran informed of their agreement with the setting up of a committee
comprising the representatives ofD-8 central banks and expressed their readiness to
participate in the meetings of the committee. In this connection, I would like to remind
that earlier before the VII. Session of the Commissio'n, Pakistan 'and Turkey while
commenting on the Egyptian paper (Simplification and Harmonisation ofBanking
Measures) had expressed that they favoured the idea of setting up such a committee.
25. The Commission may invite at its New York meeting the member countries to
instruct their central banks' representatives to have a meeting in Lebanon alongside the
IDB meeting to finalize this subj ect. When established, this committee may continue to
have its yearly meetings again alongside the IDB meetings. The Committee may, in
addition to its main function, may be also entrusted with the task to have exchange of
views on world financial situation, including on measures averting as well as overcoming
financial crises.
AGENDA ITEM 7: ITDB NETWORK

26. As will be recalled, the Commission requested at its last Session to put the
ITDB website into operation by May 10, 2000. (Decision. 53). '
27. The I. R. of Iran organised in pursuance of Decision. 54 a Workshop for
national administrators on 24 April 2000 for final coordination. Only Egypt sent an
expert to the workshop, all the other members having been represented by the staff of
their embassies in Tehran. The workshop urged the member states to take appropriate
actions to insert their country data in the relevant parts of the website since most
member states had not done so until that time. Thereafter, the Commissioner of Iran
underlined in its letter of29 May (circulated with our letter no TCI/00/162, dated 30
May) that the member states "were responsible for the accuracy of the relevant
information in the respective country pages and that they should insert the latest national
data on industrial, technological, economic and commercial activities and update them
regularly." According to the latest information received from the coordinating country, so
far only Egypt, the I.R. of Iran, Pakistan and Turkey have updated their home pages in
the ITDB website. In this connection, I should add that Egypt has made some suggestions
and queries concerning the usage of the database.
28. On the other hand, again in pursuance of Decision. 54., Egypt, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Pakistan and Turkey have designated their national focal points responsible for
the implementation of this project, some also indicating their e-mail addresses.
29. As for the electronic commerce, the I. R. of Iran continued its contacts'
with the International Telecommunication Union (lTU) for the preparation of a feasibility
study on e-commerce amongst the member countries'.,{D,ecisio.n. S6). In fact, Afranet
Company acting on behalf of the coordinating country met in Dubai on 17 April 2000

52

AGENDA ITEM 10: ISSUES RELATED TO PERMANENT UNIT (COORDINATING CENTER)

34. After having again reviewed this question at its last session, the Commission
came to the conclusion that "the coordination should continue to be performed by a small
establishment, as being done at present, until such time the volume of work warrants a
full-fledged secretariat. The members also agreed to make a yearly financial contribution
to the tune ofUSD 100000, excluding Turkey, towards the expenses of the unit. Turkey
is expected to meet the rest of the cost of the unit. The modalities of the contribution will
be discussed at the next Commission meeting for a recommendation to the Council".
35. Following the Commission meeting, the Turkish authorities confirmed their
acceptance of the above mentioned offer with the understanding that in accordance of the
decision of the Dhaka Summit, necessary steps will be taken before the end ofEgyptian
Chairmanship to set up a full-fledged secretariat. They further informed that taken into
account the commitments by the other members to make a yearly contribution ofUSD
100000, an allocation ofUSD 60 000 was placed in the draft budget ofthe Turkish
Government for the year 2001 in order to meet the rest of the cost of the permanent unit.
(Our letter COMl00l138 dated 3 May 2000)
36. As stated in Decision. 77, at its forthcoming session, the Commission has to
discuss, and agree on, the modalities of this yearly contribution to the tune ofUSD
100 000, including the share of each member state, payment arrangements etc.
AGENDA ITEM 11: LIASION WITH THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (OICIIDB)

37. At its last Session, the Commission decided that Bangladesh as the Chairman
ofD-8, the I.R.oflran as the Chairman ofOIC, Malaysia as the host country of the next
OIC Conference ofForeign Ministers would submit a draft resolution on the
establishment of liaison with OIC and IDB for the approval of the Foreign Ministers. To
my inquiry on this matter following the ICFM, I have been informed by the Chair
Country that "due to the circumstances out of our control, it was not possible to place
such a resolution at the ICFM in Kuala Lumpur and that considering its urgency, the
formulation of a suitable and generally acceptable draft resolution might be discussed at'
the forthcoming Commission meeting" (circulated with our letter COMJOO/231 dated 13
July 2000). The Iranian Authorities sharing this view of Bangladesh recently prepared
two sets of draft resolutions on this subj ect, one for adoption by the Commission and the
other by the OIC Foreign Ministers (circulated with our letter No. COlVf/00/264 dated 7
August 2000).
38. The Commission may agree at its forthcoming session on the text of a draft
resolution which could then be proposed by Bangladesh as the D-8 Chairman-in-Office to
the OIC Foreign Ministers for consideration at their New York Meeting on 18 September
or on the occasion of the OIC Summit later in the year.
AGENDA ITEM 12: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(Please refer to the last sentence of paragraph 3 in the introduction.)
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PART. II
AGRICULTURE

a. Aquaculture
39. Pakistan communicated on 6 May 2000 that 70.copies of the Directory of the
Aquaculture Experts, Scientists, Institutions and Private Sector Firms have been provided
to each of the D-8 Missions in Islamabad.
40. In pursuance of Decision 5, Turkey informed that the Training Course on
"Development of Residue Monitoring Systems and Hygiene Rules and Quality Control
Procedures Related to Fish Packaging Facilities" would be organized at the Aqua
Products Research Institute in Bodrum on 11-13 October 2000. (Our letter AGR/OO/222,
10 July). So far, only Egypt and the I.R.ofIran indicated their participants in this training
course.

b. Food Security
41. The I.R. of Iran communicated that they decided to organize a workshop on
food security with special emphasis on food safety in Tehran at the Institute for Plant
Paste and Disease Research on 16 October 2000 (Our letters No AGRIOO/183 and
AGRIOO/263 dated 16 June and 7 August 2000). So far, only Egypt and Turkey informed
of their participants.
42. In compliance with Decision. 8, so far, Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, the
I.R.ofIran and Turkey designated their focal points for food security. The last reminder
to the other member countries was sent on 31 July.
43. On the other hand, in response to the request of the Commission, only
Pakistan sent its comments on the Egyptian proposals on food security and aquaculture,
which were enumerated in Decision. 10. The last reminder on this subject was sent on 10
July.
TRADE/OTHER TRADE RELATED ISSUES

a. Trade Facilitation /Custom Procedures

,.

,

44. In the light of the outcome of the Seminar organized by Malaysia on 9-12
November 1999, the Commission recommended at its last session the member countries
to undertake an in-depth study of experience of ASEAN and APEC and, taking into
account the findings of their study, also recommended to submit before the next session
of the Commission to the Executive Director a description of their custom procedures
coupled with their views and proposals to facilitate customs cooperation and eliminate
existing obstacles (Decision. 31). Since the Executive Director was requested to transmit
these views and proposals in an analytical format to ITC for further action, J have
accordingly requested the member countries to give their response to this decision of the
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Commission by 15 August 2000 (Our letter TR/001l96 dated 23 June 2000). So far, no
member state has responded..
45. On the other hand, the Commission, having welcomed at its last session the
Iranian proposal to establish a Customs Association for member countries, requested their
competent authorities to provide their views and comments on this proposal, based on
the information to be provided by Iran. Accordingly, I requested the Iranian authorities
to elaborate on their own proposal. The last reminder was sent on 10 July.

b. Agreements on Avoidance of Double Taxation and PromotionlEncouragement of
Investments
46. In response to the call by the Commission (Decision. 37), Malaysia informed
about its agreements on the avoidance of double taxation with the other member
countries (in the course of the last Commission meeting) and Bangladesh presented an
updated list of agreements on the same subject. After the completion of the replies from
the member countries on both sets of agreements, I intend to submit a progress report to
the IX. Session of the Commission.

c. Exchange of trade information (Utilization of the ole and IDB mechanisms)
47. In response to certain recent requests of trade information from some private
firms in the member countries, we have checked the website pages of ICDT and OICISNET. Nevertheless, the information requested was not available..! think, the websites of
the national chambers of commerce of the member countries are in a position to offer this
kind of information. Therefore, I sent a circular letter (TR/OOIl 00 dated 28 March 2000)
to the member countries requesting them to give the exact titles and web-site addresses of
their chambers of commerce and industry (or corresponding body). All the members with
the exception of Nigeria have responded. I circulated them to the member countries (our
letters No. TRiOO/I50 and 155 dated 15 and 22 May 2000 respectively). I believe, it
would be useful if these website addresses of the national chambers are transmitted to the
businessmen and commercial companies in the member countries.

d.Trade database
48. In response to Decision. 42, Egypt prepared the final version of the structure
and format of the proposed trade database which consists of 69 pages. For technical
reasons, it has been delivered to the D-8 Embassies in Ankara for onward transmission. I
requested the member countries to offer their comments and suggestions on this new
paper (our fax message TRIOOil 85 dated 16 June 2000). Earlier, the I.R.of Iran had sent
its comments on the Egyptian preliminary proposal on this matter which were also
circulated to the member countries.
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e. Small and Medium Sized Enterprises
49. In its Decision. 49, the Commission, underlying the importance of 5MB's in
the overall development ofD-8 economies, invited the member countries to encourage
cooperation among their entities supporting SME' s. In order to give a follow-up to this
subject, Turkey prepared a questionnaire which would, I believe, provide necessary data
for initiating such a cooperation. I requested the member countries to give their response
by 31 August 2000 (our letter TRJ00/166 dated 9 June 2000). So far, only Egypt
responded to it. A reminder to the other members was sent on 31 August.
FINANCE BANKING PRIVATIZATION

50. a) In response to my inquiry concerning Decision.68, the Malaysian
Authorities communicated that they would organise a technical training program on the
Malaysian Capital Market on 9-13 October 2000. So far, Egypt, Indonesia, the I.R. of
Iran and Pakistan have nominated their participants in this training program.
b) On the other hand, the I.R. of Iran, inviting the member countries to participate
in an International Training Course on Islamic Banking which will take place on 8-18
October 2000, also informed that they were planning to organise a special training
program on the same subject only for D-8 members. They inquired the reactions of the
members about these two offers (our letter No. FBP/00/266 dated 7 August 2000). In
response, Indonesia, Pakistan and Turkey informed of the names of their participants in
the International Training Course. Moreover, Pakistan communicated that such an
international course should obviate the need for organising a special training program
only for D-8 members.
c) Bangladesh forwarded the views of Bangladesh Central Bank concerning
Decisions. 64,65,66 and 67 (VII.) on Re~takaful and ARIL.
ENERGY

51.Taking into account the offer of the I.R. of Iran as mentioned in Decision. 74, I
requested the Iranian authorities to indicate the dates at which they intend to organise the
workshop on oil and gas.
52. Meanwhile, in response to the request made'in Decision. 75, Egypt and the
I.R. of Iran informed of the actions taken by their authorities on the implementation of
the recommendations of the Training Program on Solar Energy Systems for Isolated
Villages (SESIV) held in Jakarta last year. As provided in the same decision, I will
submit a full report on this matter to the IX. Session of the Commission, taking into
account the responses from the other members.
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF D-8 FEDERATION OF TECHNICAL AND ENGINEERING
CONSULTING ASSOCIATION

53. The Commission welcomed at its last session the Iranian offer to hold a
meeting in the first half of the year 200.0 in order to discuss the establishment of such a
Federation (Decision. 81). I requested from the I.R.ofIran precise dates for this meeting.
In response, the Iranian authorities while proposing the second week of October stated
that the exact dates and the program would be communicated immediately after the
member states indicate their willingness to participate in such a meeting. Accordingly, I
inquired from the member countries whether their. national technical and engineering
consulting associations would be willing to take part in the said meeting and requested
them to give their replies by 31 August 2000 (Our letter IND/OO/207 dated 3 July 2000).
ENVIRONMENT

54. In pursuance ofthe Decision. 83, the Turkish Authorities proposed to organize
the Working Group Meeting on Environment in Istanbul on 20-21 July 2000 and
requested the participants to send before the meeting summary notes on major
environmental problems faced by their countries (our letter ENV/00/152 dated 15 May
2000). In spite of two reminders, only Egypt nominated its participants and sent a
summary note. In view of this situation, the Turkish Authorities were obliged to postpone
the meeting to 20-21 September 2000. Accordingly, I this time requested the members to
nominate their participants by 21 August and send as well their summary notes (our letter
No. ENV/00/225 dated 11 July 2000). Recently, the I.R. of Iran and Pakistan have also
nominated their participants in the Working Group Meeting on Environment.
55. On the other hand, the lR. of Iran referring to the same decision proposed to
organise the Seminar on Technical Aspects of Environmental Cooperation in the first half
of October 2000. However, in view of the proximity of the dates of these two meetings as
a result of the postponement of the first one, I have suggested to the Iranian Authorities to
also postpone their meeting to a later date. Their response is awaited.
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such as the IMTC, ITOB network and agricultural aircraft. He underlined that if the
decisions are swiftly implemented and closely followed up, greater and quicker benefits
would accrue to the members. Sharing the views of the Distinguished Ministers on the
review of the past performance of 0-8, he added that he would submit to the Cairo
Summit a report of "the State ofD-8" so that the Heads of State and Government would
take necessary conclusions and give appropriate instructions.
7. In the light of the Report of the Chairman of the Commission and the discussionsin
the Council, the Ministers endorsed the decisions of the Commission.
8. The Ministers pronounced their sincere wish to see Nigeria attending the 0-8
commission, council and summit meetings, including the forthcoming Cairo Summit.
9. The Ministers expressed their appreciation to"ihe'Chairman of the Commission and
the Executive Director for their efficient work.
10. The Ministers expressed their thanks to the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh for his
hospitality and for his able Chairmanship as well as their appreciation for the hospitality
of his Government.
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STATEMENT
BY THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION

Excellencies,
It is an honour to address the distinguished gathering and to give a brief report
on the Meeting of the 08 Commissioners.
• ,0

I

Since the last Council Meeting, we have had two Commission Meetings. The
first was in Dhaka, from 22-23 February, this year. Our second Meeting was in New
York, and was spread over two sessions, on 15th and 20th September (that is, today).
We covered a wide range of issues of interest to the members. With your permission, I
would like to highlight some of the main areas covered in the' New York Meeting.
One of the most important issues before us was the preparation for the 3rd
Summit of the Heads of State or Government of the 08. 'At the 2nd Summit in Dhaka
last year, our leaders had decided that the next Summit be held in Egypt in 2001.
Accordingly, the Egyptian authorities have now proposed the date of 25th February,
2001 for the Summit. As is the usual practice, prior to that there will be the Council
'Meeting on 24 lh February. The 08 Commissioners will meet once in mid-January in
Dhaka and again, immediately preceding the Council Meeting, on 22-23 February, 2001
in Cairo, to prepare for the Summit.
While reviewing our cooperation in industry, particularly the 08 aircraft project,U
was felt that when the Mrnist~rs of Industry and/or Science and Technology meet for the
inaugural flight, they may also wish to discuss other projects for cooperation.
With regard to the trade sector, we covered a number of areas. The feasibility
study of the proposed IMTC project could be taken up soon. In order to involve the
private sectors of our respective countries, we would encourage the approval of a
Charter of the 08 Forum of Chambers of Commerce and Industry and Business
Associations. Initiatives would also be taken at the forthcoming meeting of the OIC
Chambers of Commerce and Industry to be held in Doha in October to publicize the 08
activities. To facilitate trade, our countries are also looking at a possible understanding
to ease visa arrangements for businessmen to travel among our countries. An issue
that is uppermost in our minds is the need to involve our respective private sectors in
the 08 processes.
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In tune with the increasing reliance on information technology, we would try to
strengthen the ITOB website and network. Apart from including more data on the web
site, we would also try to publicize it for greater use.
Sharing of experience in human resource development, and in poverty alleviation
programmes would be strengthened.
In conformity with the decisions taken at the Summit level, the Commissioners
have looked at the possibilityof sharing some costs of the coordinating unit currently in
Turkey. It is the view of the Commissioners, subject to approval by the Council, that all
countries, except Turkey, share equally the contribution of $ 100,000 annually till such
time that the scale of assessment of the members is agreed upon. Turkey would bear
the rest of the costs. This would be a transitional arrangement, to be reviewed before
the end of the Chairmanship of Egypt.
. I thank you for the opportunity to make this short presentation to the Council.
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AGENDA OF THE MEETING
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Executive Director
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DRAFT AGENDA

IV. SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 9F FOREIGN MINISTERS
(New York, 20 September 2000)

1.

Opening statement by the Chairman-in-Otlice, Bangladesh Foreign Minister

2.

Adoption of the agenda

3.

Consideration of the report of the Commission
a. Progress on the subjects of cooperation
b. Preparation of the Cairo Summit
c.. Coordinating Center and its financing
d. Liaison with the ole

4.

Approval of the decisions and recommendations of the Commission

PART IV
NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

Dhaka, Bangladesh
16-17 January 2001

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

Address : Mu§ir Fuad Pa§a YaIISl,
Eski Tersane, Emirgan Cad.
No:90 istinye 80860
istanbulrrURKEY
T e l : +90 (212) 277 55 13
+90 (212) 277 55 14
Fa'\. ,
: +90(212)2775519

REPORT OF THE IX SESSION OF THE COMMISSION
(16-17 January 2001, Dhaka)

1. The IX Session of the Commission was held at Dhaka on 16-17 January 200 I.
All the countries attended the meeting.
2. The inaugural session was held on the morning of 16 January 2001. The
Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh H. E. Mr. Shafi Sami, welcomed the guests and spoke on
the occasion. The Executive Director or D-8, I-LE. Ambassador Ayhan Kamel, also
delivered a statement. The fvlinister or State ror Foreign ;\n~\irs, II.E. Abul Ilasan
Chowdhury, addressed thegathering. The Minister of Commerce, I-I.E. Mr. Md. Abdul
Jalil, delivered a short speech as the Guest of Honour. The Minister of Foreign Affairs
H.E. Mr. Abdus Samad Azad, addressed the Chief Guest and also formally inaugurated
the Meeting. The Commissioner of Bangladesh, H.E. Dr. Toufiq Ali, thanked all those
present, on behalf of D-8 Commissioners. The inaugural session was well attended by a
large audience, including l-Ieads of Diplomatic Missions, representatives of press and of
the business community, and senior government otl'icials.
3. At its session, the Commission considered and adopted the draft agenda of its
Meeting, which is provided at Annex I to this report.
Henl III: Report of the Executive Director

4. The Commission took note of the report of the Executive Director on the
progress achieved in the implementation of the projects and programmes of the Group as
well as the evaluation repOt1 of the overall activities of the Group since its inception. The
Commission appreciated the Executive Director for all his assistance to advance the
cause of this Group.
Itelu IV. Prepanltions of the Cairo SUllunit
5. The Commissioner of Egypt informed the meeting about the organisational
arrangements of the Cairo Summit and distributed provisional agenda and programs of
work of the Summit, the V Session of the Counci I of l\t1inisters and the X Session of the
Commission, which are provided at Annexes II, III, IV. She reported'that Turkey and
Indonesia had already intimated that they would be represented at the Summit at the level
of~resident and Pakistan by the Chief Executive. She requested the remaining members
to kindly indicate as soon as possible their level of participation. She also added that they
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needed the composition of the delegations together with special requests, if any. Malaysia
clarified that the level of their representation has not b~en decid~d yet. Nigeria informed
that their delegation had been instructed to forward' adetailed report to their authorities
on the Commission Meeting in order to assist the country's prcpurntiuns fbI' the Summit.

6. Concerning the Business Forum, the Commissioner of Egypt informed that the
Forum would be organised on 22-23 February 200 I. They selected thesc. dates to be as
close as to the Summit so that it would be linked with the Summit meeting. She also
circulated the provisional agenda of the Business Forum tor Chambers of Commerce and
Industry & Business Associations, which is provided at Annex V to this report. The
invitation to the Forum has already been made through the national chambers of
commerce. The Egyptian Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade are expected to
address the Forum to cncourage the participation ot the business community. The
Commissioners, having agreed on the need to make the Forum more attractive and
meaningful for the businessmen, stated that the objectives and the contents of the Forum
should be well defined. -The possibility of interaction should be created between them,
and the experiences of other Groupings such as ASEAN and APEC should be utilised. In
this connection, it was also added that the national chambers should be inf()I"mcd about
the IMTC and othcr trade related issues in order to involve the private sector in D-8
cooperation, establishing an active interaction between the Forum and the Commission.
7. The Commission appreciated the Commissioner ofEgypt for her report on the
preparation made for the Summit and considered the draft agenda proposed for the Cairo
Meetings. The member countries were requested to communicate their views and
comments on the dratls, if any, to the Egyptian authorities in due course. The
Commission suggested that the businessmen be invited to the inaugural session of the
Summit.
8. The Commission made a preliminary exchange of views on the draft Cairo
Declaration presented by the Executive Director. The Commission emphasized the need
for a declaration covering the current world economic situation and issues of common
concerns to D-8 member countries as well as guidelines for the promotion of cooperation within the Group. The Executive Director was requested to prepare a revised
version of the second part of the draft Declaration in the light of the guidel ines agreed
upon by the Commission and taking into account the proposals received from some
member states during the meeting. The host country was requested to revise the first part
orthe dran Declaration, taking into account the comments already made or to be made by
other members. The revised version of the draft Declaration (First and Second Pans) wnl
be distributed to member states well ahead of the Summit. The Commission shall
consider and finalize the draft Declaration at its 10th Session in Cairo.
9. The Commissio"ner of Egypt informed that in view of the inadequate response
from the member countries to participate in the cultural event on the sidelines of the
Cairo Summit and also considering the lime constraints, it would not be possible to hold
this event.
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10. The Executive Director referring to Article ~ of the Gharter of the D-8 Forum
for Chambers of Commerce and Industry & Business Associations"said that the
Executive Comtnittee composed of the Presidents and the Secretary Generals of the
national chambers was entrusted with the task of preparing for the Business Forum. It
was decided that the committee might be convened just before the Business Forum in
Cairo due to the lack of time.

Item V. Trade
a) International Marketing and Trading Conzpany (IMTC)

11. The Commissioner of Egypt informed the meeting ofthe progress of work on
the feasibility study on the establishment of the IMTC Project and the future phases of
the study. Having circulated a summary along with the text of the first draft covering the
sections on project background, economic analysis and implementation plan, she said that
the IMTC should not duplicate what is already existing in other organisations and should
make full use of the mechanisms and resources now uvuilnble such us the Islumic
Chamber of Commerce (Karachi), ICDT (Islamic Center for Developll1ent of Trade Casablanca). She added that it should be in the form of a treaty, which would include all
rules and regulations, privileges.

12. The representative ofUNCTAD Mr. Shaffaeddin, who was invited to attend
the Meeting, offered his general comments, which are provided at Annex VI.
13. The Commissioner of Egypt stated that one of the main objectives of the 0-8

group is to promote and intensify intra-trade amongst its members. To that end, it opted
for a pragmatic, step-by-step approach. Explaining the structure and the work phases of
the IMTC, she stressed that every member country should feel free about the way in
which it contributes its share. In conclusion, the Commissioner of Egypt suggested her
colleagues to provide their comments in writing in order to be taken into account by
FINEI for the revision of the draft.
14. In the discussions, which took place thereafter, the following views were

expressed by the member countries:
- The Company in its present shape resembles an organisation rather than a real
Company. It should be aiming at profit making.
- The Company should primarily address the D-8 intra-trade. In other words, there
should be a modest beginning.
- The Company should be private sector driven. However, at the initial stage, the
governmentinvolvement may be necessary. This raises a conceptual problem. In view of
this, either the Company could be established with the initial involvement of
governments but there would be an in-built devise to gradually draw the private sector
into the Company or the Company could be established by the private sector as from the
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beginning. Perhaps, in a flexible approach, it could also be left to each member country
how to participate in the Company; In certain member countries, the private sector is
quite weak. Therefore, the initial government involvement may be required in these
countries.
- Deciding on the possibility of concluding a treaty or any other kind of agreement
for the establishment of the company largely depends on the comments, which will be
provided by the member states after the consideration of the feasibility study.
- Meanwhile, the I\Jlalaysian Comillissioner explained in detail their cxperien~e ~)fl.
this matter. Japanese experience shows that their trading companies were developed over
many years. Malaysian experience is also valuable and should be taken into account for
designing IMTC. Therefore the project could be deteloped starting from a modest
scheme with specific objectives.
15. The mcmbers expressed the need to thoroughly exailline the COIKl'pt of tIH.'
draft feasibility study. It was suggcsted that the Trade Expcrt Group Meeting and the
Business Forum be given an opportunity to examine the draft feasibility study and
provide their views. Every effort should be made to reach a broad agreement on the
concept and objectives of such a company for a recommendation to the Summit. The
feasibility study should then be revised on the basis of such agreement.
b. Trade related issues

ii. Easing Visa Procedures for Businessme·n
16. The Commission took note of the second revised text of the draft agreement
on easing visa procedures for businessmen. It was agreed that the text would be
recommended to the Fiflh Meeting of the Council of Ministcrs for approval so that it
could be signed on the occasion of the Summit, if no additional comments are raised by
the members by that time.

iii. Shipping
17. The Commissioner of Bangladesh presented their proposal to establish a

Shipping Business Forum and added that they woul~ organise a Working Group meeting
on Shipping in Dhaka, which was welcomed by the Commission. Thereafter the
following views were expressed:
- The purpose of this meeting should be to establish a dialogue between the
business circles, shipping companies and Ship-owners' associations under the umbrella of
shipping forum.
- As regards cooperation in the field of shipping, it is important to know what the
government may offer for cooperation to the shipping companies such as providing port
facilities, reducing the fees and easing government regulations, etc.
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- The Business Forum, which will take place in Cairo, mny pn.)vidc n suitnblc
occasion to establish this dialogue. To this end, the Islamic Ship-owners' Association
may also be invited to the Business Forum. However, the discussions in the Business
Forum should be of genera I nature to hear the problems of each side. Thereaner, these
problems could latcr be taken up in detail in the meeting of Shipping Forum, which will
be organised by the Government of Bangladesh.
iv. Simplification and harmonisation of banking measures
18. The Commissioner of Bangladesh reporting their consultation with the Central

Bank of Bangladesh stated that the annual IMF meetings offer the best occasion to have a
meeting ofD-8 central bank officials as all the merilbers attend the IMF meetings with
the officials of their central banks and ministries of finance. Following short discussions,
it was agreed to hold the first meeting on the sidelines of the annuallMF meetings. It was
recommended that the Chair Country may convene the meeting.
v. Trade facilitation/customs procedures:'
19. The Commission reiterated its request from the member countries to take the

necessary steps to respond to its earlier decisions.
vi. Agreements on the avoidance of double taxation and promotion/protection of
investments
20. The Commission took note of the updated chart of the status of these
agreements. The Executive Director drew attention to the discrepancies between the
replies of some member countries as provided at Annex VII to this report. It was
mentioned that UNCTAD provides t~\cilities for the negotiation of such agreements.
vii. Trade database
21. The member countries, who have not yet done so, were requested to provide

Egypt with the necessary information to complete the trade database of the Group.
viii. Small and 111edium sized enterprises (SMEs)
22. The Commissioner of Turkey presented a wide-ranging program for
cooperation in this field, developed by his authorities in the light of responses which had
been offered by the member countries to the questionnaire earlier circulated. Egypt has
also circulated a paper on SMEs on Joint D-8 Venture Initiative for SMEs with the D-8
member countries (The text is provided at Annex VIII).

23. The Commissioners welcomed the proposal of Turkey to convene a workshop
to d~scuss problems in this field.
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Item VI. Agricultural Aircraft

24. The Commissioner of Turkey briefed the Commission about the latest stage of
the project and then the TAl representative also gave detailed information on the progress
so far achieved as well as the problems presently encountered. In this connection, he
underlined that it was extremely important to know the requirements of the member
countries for this aircraft, in precise terms, their likely orders and the current and future
status of their markets in order to further proceed on this project. He also requested the
member countries to contribute to the financing of the future work on this project.
25. Some Commissioners while congratulating TAI for its successful endeavour
stated that the unit price of manufacturing was on the high side, and the design and
specifications of the aircraft do not meet their respe'ctive needs.
26. It was also said that the project should be based on the concept of division of
labour, some parts being manufactured by different member countries. In this vein, it was
suggested that a meeting could be organised to look in these problems.
27. In response, the Turkish Delegation stated that the principles of division of
labour were agreed upon long ago in the meetings of the Study Group and that Turkey
was accordingly ready to share the work. It was added that in order to decide on the work
sharing and serial production, it was necessary to know betorehand the aircratl orders of
the member countries, the whole market potential and decision to share future costs. The
Study Group at its VII. Session took an important step to establish a l\.1anagement
Committee with the pat1icipation of the representatives of the delegated companies to
discuss the problems mentioned above. However, only two member countries took part in
the first meeting of this Committee. Moreover, a demonstration for the inaugural flight of
the aircraft, which was planned to earlier take place for the D-8 ~1inistcrs of Industry and
Commerce, was cancelled due to the lack of interest.
28. Finally, the Commissioner of Turkey referring to his letter of 15 December
2000, requested his colleagues to respond to various questions raised therein so that the
Commission would be able to take a decision on the future of the project.
Item VII. ITDB Network

29. Bangladesh briefed the Commission about the database, which they posted in
the ITDB Website in Internet.
30. The Commissioner of Iran expressed its appreciation to the member countries
for entering information in their national home pages although the current level is not
satisnlctory. He therefore appealed for more information and for its update. He also
added that the inclusion ol'trade database into the website will give a boost to the project.
Furthermore, he stated that AFRANET Company (the Private company running the
website) added another page for Cairo Summit, which will help advertise the event.
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31. Then he informed that the server that is lIsl'd hy an I\nH.'rkan ('()Illpany (\)1' (h(.'
website is shared with 250 other websites. Therefore, he added that it would certainly be

better to have a dedicated server. In this case, the cost should be shared among the
member countries, which would be minimal. He also briefed on their consultations with
lTV to establish a Cyber Mall. It will be a virtual eight-story building, one story to be
allocated to each member. He concluded that it was important to bring this matter to the
attention of the business circles.
32. In the discussions, the following views were expressed:
- Several member countries have already cyber malls in their trading
houses operating through Internet. Therefore, it is advisable to link into the existing cyber
malls in the member states before we commit finan"cial and technical resources for this
purpose.
- Secondly, for such a scheme, we have to find sufficient number of clients
to utilise the cyber mall. In this' connection and in view of the participation of companies,
any proposals for cyber mall should be commercially sound and feasible.
- There were also suggestions to add addresses of the reputed website
which could be hyperlinked through the Internet.
- Concerning the server, the attention was drawn to the existing servers in
the member countries. They could be utilised instead of those of non-members, these
being even cheaper.
- The Iranian Commissioner explaine~ that the website has two par1s. The
0-8 web page can not be commercialised. The countries may enter their information or
hyperlink their site in the page. For the cybermall, after the completion of the
questionnaire, the next stage will be explained to the member states by the coordinating
member. Finally, it was emphasized that the member countries should be committed to
the 0-8 page that reflects the"collective spirit of D-8 cooperation. It was concluded that
there was no contradiction between the two approaches, as one will not exclude the other.
hent VIII. Agriculture

33. The Commissioner of Pakistan informed that his authorities are planning to
organize meetings on the following three subjects:
o

•
•

Workshop on bio-technology initiative for increasing agricultural
productivity
Workshop on alternate/organic fertilizer
Seminar on conservation of farm animal genetic resource.

34. The Commissioner of the 1. R of Iran, briefing the Commission on the findings
of the Workshop on Food Security with Special Emphasis on Food Safety, held in
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·Tehran, drew the attention to the extensive use of pesticides and chemicals in
agriculture to increase productivity, and addcd that this has crcated conc.erns in FAO
circles due to the health reasons. He also referred to the f(.>l\ow-up committee
recommended by the Workshop. He invited the member countries to respond to the
recommendations of the Workshop, adding that so far only Turkey has offered_ its
comments.
35. The Commissioner of Bangladesh informed that their authorities were
interested in the training cours~, planned to be organized by Turkey but later
postponed, on the Residue Monitoring Systems and Hygiene Rules & Quality Control
Procedures. He requested that this idea should therefore be revived.
Item IX. Human Resources Development-and Poverty Alleviation
36. The Indonesian representative informed that the Workshop on the
Empowerment or Rural Community through theDse of Appropriate Technology for
Poverty Alleviation was postponed due to the hectic program of conferences (G-IS
Summit) coinciding with that period, and added that the new dates would be
communicated in due course. Furthermore she appealed to those member states who
have not yet done so to respond to their questionnaire so that the Indonesian f~h.'al
point could proceed devclopi ng prngra III or act i vit ies in this lield.
Hen} X. Finance-Banking-Privatization
37. A high level Egyptian Expert on insurance made a presentation on the
cooperation among D-8 for the development of insurance and Takaful business in the
wake orglobalisation. (Thc (ext is providcd at Anncx 1\:). In his eXpOSl\ Ill' cSIK'cially
drew the attention to the outtlaw of insurance funds (premiums) to the developed world.
He also underlined the importance of establishing coordination among the member
countries in connection with the rules of insurance supervision and control.
\

38. The Commissioners appreciating this comprehensive presentation made the
following

CO III Illent s:

- There was a general consensus that the member countries should start
cooperation in this field, which is an important supporting factor for the development of
trade. They stated that the members should help each other to use, as far as possible, the
existing insurance capacities in the member countries for the benefit of the D-8 area. The
importance of cooperation amongst supervisory and regulatory bodies was underlined in
this context. Reference was made to the optimisation of the activities of the insurance
companies. In this connection, competitiveness is certainly an element to be taken into
account.
- It was also suggested that the member countries should cooperate to

establish their own system of rating using the existing rating institutions.
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- This subject should be brought up to the attcntion of thc Busincss Forum
since it was a matter of primary concern for the private sector.
- In response to an inquiry whether n pt\rnu\lH,\nt cOlllmittl~c l~Ollld bt,\
established for cooperation bet ween D-g supervisory and regulatory authorities, it was
suggested that Malaysia as the coordinating country might also invite the representatives
of the supervisory bodies for a meeting to discuss these issues elaborated in the presented
paper.

39. The Commissioner of Malaysia reported that they were planning to organise a
technical training program on privatisation in August or September next.
40. The Commissioner of Iran repoI1ed on tfle holding orthe training course on
Islamic Banking for the relevant D-8 experts in October 2000 and otlered to organize a
similar event in the year 2001.
ltenlXI. Energy

•

,.

I

41. The representative of Indonesia reminded of the decision of the VII. Session
of the Commission whereby the member countries, who have not done so, were rc.\qucstc.\d
to report on the implementation of the recommendations of the training programs on
Solar Energy Systems for Isolated Villages and Micro-Power Plants.

heln XII. Rural Development

42. The Secretary of the Ministry of Local GoverIllllent, Rural Development and
Cooperatives Division of Bangladesh made a presentntion on the poverty :\1levintion in
South Asia, with special emphasis on social mobilisation.
43. The Commissioners deeply appreciated this presentation as all the member
countries faced challenges in rural development. It was stated that though government
support was certainly necessary for rural development programmes, people's
participation and involvement were the most important-In this connection, a question
was also raised on how to combine rural activities with small-scale industrialisation. The
Bangladesh authorities were requested to considerorganizing a workshop of D-8
countries to share their experience and develop specific programs for cooperation
Item XIII. Environment

44. The Commissioner of Egypt submitted for the consideration of the
Commission a proposal for Co-operation in the Utilisation of Agricultural Solid Waste
for Energy Generation. The text is provided at Annex X. Moreover, the Commissioner of
the I.R. of Iran informed the Commission that his authorities were planning to organise a
working group meeting on the technical aspects of environmental cooperation. It was
suggested that the proposals put forward by Egypt be discussed in this working group
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Item XIV. Liaison with the

ole

45, The Commission welcomed the resolution adopted at the OIC Summit held at
Doha, for the establishment of liaison between the OIC and D-8, and the contact between
the Executive Director and the Secretary General of the OTC to work out the modalities
for cooperation.
Item XV. Coordinating Unit

The arrangements agreed upon in the earlier sessions to contribute to the
financing of the coordinating unit were brought to the attention Qfthe Nigerian
Delegation, as they were not present on those occasions. The Nigerian representative
stated that he would report the subject to his author'ities. The Chairman reminded the
need for timely payment of the national contributions towards covering the expenses of
the coordinating unit.
46,

***
47. The Commissioners heartily congratulated the Chairman for conducting the
work of the Commission in the Illost diligent and excellent manner during the tenure of
Bangladesh. They expressed as well their profound thanks and appreciation to the
Government and People of Bangladesh for their hospitality and generosity,
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IX. SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
INTRODUCTION

1. In preparation of the Cairo Summit, the Commission has to address at Dhaka all the
subjects of cooperation and issues in a comprehensive approach, and to report thereupon to
the Summit through the Council. The Commission may conduct this work in conjunction with
the draft decisions of the Cairo Summit on D-8 cooperation, which will form the second part
of the Cairo Declaration, it being understood that if necessary, tinal touch might be given to
these dran decisions at the Cairo session orthe Commission. Furthermore, time permits, the
Commission may have preliminary discussions on the first part of the Cairo Declaration
covering world financial situation as well as international economic issues.
2. At the outset, I should also make it clear that this report is built upon the earlier one
of 15 September 2000, presented to the New York meeting of the Commission. I submit
herebelow the developments in various sectors of cooperation in the order of the agenda:
AGENDA ITEM 4: SUMMIT PREPARATIONS

3. At Cairo, three distinct events \-viII be taking place simultaneously, namely the
Summit proper, the meeting of Business Forum and the cultural festival. I suppose, their
combined programs and booklets·covering organisational arrangements will be circulated
before the forthcoming session. The Commissioners while. reviewing them may wish to seek
clarifications thereupon from the Delegation of Egypt.
4. As underlined on several occasions in the past, the engagement of the private sector
in D-8 cooperation is of vital importance. In this connection, the Cairo meeting of the
Business Forum provides a unique opportunity. In order to' ensure its success, the D-8
Governments may wish to take the necessary steps to encourage business circles to largely
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participate in this first meeting of the Forum. In this connection, I have also suggested that the
Executive Committee of the Business Forum, composed of the chairmen and chief executives
of the national chambers, might be convened well before the Forum as this executive
committee is entrusted with the task of preparing the meetings of the Forum under Article 6/B
of the Charter.
5. As tor the cultural festival, so far only Bangladesh has indicated its agreement in
principle to send a cultural team. A reminder has recently been sent to the member countries.
6. As would be recalled, at their New York meeting, the distinguished D-8 Foreign
Ministers remarked that the progress in D-8 cooperation not yet reached the desired level and
underlined the need to review the past performance. Accordingly, I am also submitting to this
session of the Commission a distinct evaluation report coVering D-8 activities since the
Istanbul Summit. In the consideration of the agenda items, the Commission may also take
into account the conclusions of this report and may accordingly adopt recommendations
for consideration by the Summit.
AGENDAITEM5:1~ADE

7. At the outset, I should make it clear that this section should be read with the
provisio that all the issues and draft decisions related to trade have to be reviewed at the
Cairo session of the Commission in the light of the recommendations to be made by the
Fourth Expert Group meeting which will take place in Cairo on 20-21 February 2001, in other
words, immediately before the X. Session of the Commission. In my view, this is an
additional reason for the Commission to try to finalise at the forthcoming IX. session the draf1
decisions pertaining to all the sectors other than trade. In other words, the X. session may
rather concentrate its work on topics related to trade and the first part of the Cairo Declaration
covering world economic and financial situation.

s. International Marketing and Trading Company (IMTC):
8. As the coordinating country, Egypt selected from amongst the nominated consultant
firms "the Finance & Banking Consultation International Office (FTNBI)" to conduct the
feasibility study on this project. According to the work programme received fj'OIl1 the
Egyptian Authorities, the first draft of this study is expected to be circulated in the course of
the Commission meeting at Dhaka, on which the members are to be requested to offer their
preliminary comments by the end of January. Thereafter, the consultanffirm is planning ~o
submit the second draft early February 2001, on which the members are expected to give their
views by Mid-february. And the final draft is planned to be circulated at the time of the
Expert Group meeting referred to above. In the light of the recommendations by the Expert
Group, the Commission may then take appropriate decisions on this subject at its X. Session
and submit them to the Summit for its approval.
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9. In this connection, I should also add that no member has responded until now to the
questionnaire circulated in November, requiring information for use in the preparation of the
feasibility study.
b. Trade related issues
10. i. The Charter of the Business Forum: So far, five member countries
(Bangladesh, Egypt, the I.R. of Iran, Pakistan and Turkey) have signed the Charter. Thus, the
Forum has formally come into existence as the Charter has entered into torce according to
Article 8. I believe, its signature by the remaining three countries too is important.
11. H. Easing visa procedu~es for businessme!l: In response to the request made by
, the Commission at its last session, Egypt and Pakistan have' indicated their approval of the
new version of the draft agreement as it stands while Indonesia and Turkey proposed some
amendments to this latest version, mostly being of minor nature. They may, I believe, be
taken care of at the Commission meeting. The Commission may then recommend to the
interested members to sign it so that the agreement win be in force amongst the signatories.
12. iii. Shipping: As would be recalled, the Commission taking into account the
comments earlier made by the members decided (para. IS of the Decisions) at its last session

to consider in principle a single framework in the field of shipping, and accordingly requcsted
Bangladesh and Egypt, as the sponsors of the two original proposals on this subject, to jointly
prepare a paper on the modalities of establishing such a framework, including its structure and
functioning. The proposals just made by the Egyptian Company of Maritime Transport in
response to this request have been circulated to the member countries.
13. On the other hand, as would also be recalled, in response to the ,inquiry made by
Egypt before the last session of the Commission, the Islamic Shipowners' Association made
v~luable suggestions for cooperation with D-8 countries. As requested by the Commission at
its last session, I solicited the comments of the member's thereupon. Egypt and Pakisfan
offered substantial comments, both replies having been circulated at the time to all the
members. I believe, the single framework referred to in para. 12 above, when established,
could address these comments together with those which might later be offered by the ?thers.

14. The response to our parallel inquiry with the ECO Shipping Company, made
through the intermediary of the I.R. of Iran, is still awaited.
15. iv. Simplification and harmonisation of banking measures: The
recommendation made by the Expert Group on Trade for setting lip a committee composed of
central bank officials to meet alongside with the Board of Governors of the lOB was
discussed at the last session. At that time, some Commissioners remarked that not all D..8
members were represented at the IDB' s Board while the others pointed to the fact that certain
.members were represented at the Board not by their central banks but by their ministries of
t,inance. Meanwhile, it was also suggested that a meeting of the central bank officials could be
organiscd in Washington on the occasion of IMF's annual meetings, Finally, the Chairman
concluded that he wouldo inquire the views of their central bank on the issues raised.
Accordingly, the Commission may hear the outcome of tht.~ inquiry and take an appropriate
action on this subject.

16. I believe, the work of this committee, if and when set up, is expected to be
beneficial to the member countries not only to help simplify banking measures related to trade
but also to provide a forum for exchange of information on world economic situation
including financial crises. On this occasion, Indonesia and Turkey may also report to this
committee about the discussions in the Group of20 on world economic and financial issues as
these two countries are at the same time the members of the said Group.
17. v) Trade Facilitation/customs procedures: In the light of the outcome of the
seminar organised by Malaysia on 9-12 November 1999, at its VII. Session, the Commission
recommended the member countries to undertake an in-depth study of experience of ASEAN
and APEC and, taking into account the findings of their study, also recommended to submit
before the next session of the Commission to the Executive Director a description of their
customs procedures coupled with their views and propo~als to facilitate customs cooperation
and eliminate existing obstacles. The Commission could not address this subject at its New
York session due to the fact that no response was received from any member. Since the New
York meeting, only Indonesia has given its response. Last month, a new reminder has been
sent to the member states to expedite their replies.
.
18. On the other hand, as requested by the Commission (VII. Session), the Iranian
Authorities are to provide detailed information on their own proposals for setting up a
Customs Association amongst the member countries.
19. vi) Agreements on the avoidance of double taxation and promotion/protection
of investments: In order to present an updated chart to the Commission, the member

countries have been requested to provide latest information on the subject. So far, only Egypt,
Indonesia and Turkey responded. The other members may Circulate their written replies in the
course of the Commission meeting.
20. vii) Trade Data Base: As would be recalled, the final version of the structure and
format of a trade database, prepared by Egypt in response to Decision 42 (VII.), was
circulated to the member countries in June last to seek their comments and suggestions. So
far, only Pakistan has responded. A new reminder has been sent to the member countries last
month.
21. viii) SMEs: A questionnaire prepared by Turkey to encourage cooperation
amongst the entities supporting SMEs in the member countries was circulated last June to get
their replies. So far, Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, the l.R. of Iran and Pakistan responded. In
the light of their replies, Turkey has recently proposed a wide-ranging program of
cooperation, on which the views of the member countries have been requested.
AGENDA ITEM 6: AGRICULTURAL AIRCRAFT PROJECT

22. As mentioned in my report to the last session of the Commission, the Study Group
decided at its VII. Session to set up a Management Committee, composed.ofthe
representatives of the delegated companies of the member states, to discuss and resolve all the
issues related to this project. Prior to the first meeting of the Management ~ommittee, held on
11-13 September 2000, delegated companies of four member countries (Indonesia, the I. R. of
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Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan) signed the non-disclosure agreement prepared by Turkish Aerospace
Industries (T AI). However, only Indonesia and Nigeria attended this important meeting of the
Management Committee. TAI circulated at this meeting a paper of confidential nature
(ZIU Design & Program Review) addressing topics such as certification, marketing and
commercialisation, production modes, financial implications of the project etc. (The same
paper has later been mailed by TAl to all the other members.)
23. The project today reached a crucial stage at which the member countries are
required to make their final decisions on the following fundamental i~sues before proceeding
further on this project.
.
i. In the light of the experience obtained both in the manufacturing phase of the tirst
prototype as well as ground and flight tests, a second prototype is to be prepared be t'<.) rl\
starting serial production. This is a usual technical requirement. Thereatler, a celtitication
document must be obtained, ensuring the safe flight of this aircraft. Thus, the extra expenses
till the start of the serial production are estimated to require a financing of about USO 6
million. TAl is reported to have so far spent on this project USO 8 million from i~s own
resources and thus overreached the budgetary limits. In· order to meet the additional financing
mentioned above (6 million USD), TAl is now obliged to turn to the member governments,
including the Turkish Government. Accordingly, the member governments are to consider to
what extent they could contribute to this requirement of extra financing.

. ii. Before commencing serial production, commercial feasibility of the project must
also be prepared, based upon the definite orders and potentia) needs of the member states in
the first instance and of other countries outside the 0-8 area in the second. In spite oflhe
relevant decisions of the Dhaka Summit and the Commission, the member countries are yet to
complete their market research and indicate their definite orders and potentia) needs. In
assessing their needs, the member countries may, under the new concept of agricultural
aviation, take into account multi-usage of this aircraft for severa) purposes such as spraying
biological staff (bioaeronautic), fertilising, seeding, protection against frost and extinguishing
harvest fires, etc.
iii. As another issue linked with the above, the member countries are also to indicate
what mode of production they prefer, namely, joint production on the basis of division of
labour or purchase of the aircraft plus offset arrangements.
24. All these issues are detailed in the ZIU Design & Program Review referred to
above as well as in the letter of the Commissioner of Turkey, which has recently been
circulated to the member countries. In short, the Turkish Authorities are of the view that it
would be impossible to proceed further in this project unless the above-mentioned issues are
resolved.
.

80

AGENDA ITEM 7: ITDB NETWORK

25. As would be recalled, ITDB Network was launched through the Internet on 24
May 2000. According to the information received from the Iranian Authorities, while two
member countries have not yet entered any information in their home pages, six members
have updated their data in the network. Nevertheless, thetiumber of data entered by them
(with the exception of host country) seems to be marginal.
26. Concerning the electronic commerce, as would be recalled, a questionnaire
prepared by the Iranian Authorities in collaboration with. the lTU was circulated to the
members last June in order to collect the information required for the feasibility study on the
proposal of setting up a Cyber Mall using VPN. Most members (Bangladesh, Egypt,
Indonesia, Pakistan and Turkey) have responded to this questionnaire. A remindcr was sent
to the othcr mcmbers in October last
AGENDA ITEM 8: AGRICULTURE

27. In line with its offer made at the VII. Session of the Commission, the I.R. of Iran
organised a Workshop on Food Security with Special Emph~lsis on Food Safety in Tehran
on 16-20 October 2000. With the exception of Nigeria, all the members plus the
representative of FAa participated. The Workshop made several valuable recommendations
to the member countries.
28. On the implementation of the recommendations of the Workshop on Food Security
which was held in Islamabad on 24-26 November 1999,.till the deadline of Mid-december, no
member has responded to the request of information by the Commission (Decision. 90Cthe
VII. Session).
29. On the other hand, the Training Course on "Development of Residue Monitoring.
Systems and Hygiene Rules and Quality Control Procedures Related to Fish Packaging
Facilities" had to be postponed to the year 2001 due to the low number of participants.

AGENDA ITEM 9. HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION

30. In line with the offer made at the VII. Session, the Indonesian Delegation informed
the Commission at its New York meeting that they decided to organise a "Workshop 011 the
Empowerment of Rural Community through the Use of Appropriate Technology for
Poverty Alleviation" in Jakarta on 14-18 May 200 I. The terms of referencc of the workshop

was also· circulated at the same meeting.
31. Earlier, in preparation for this meeting, the Indonesian Authorities had requested
an updated list of the member countries' national focal points· as well as d~ta and information
on their capacities on HRD and poverty alleviation programs. For this request of information,
two sets of questionnaires were circulated to the m,embers last August. So far, Bangladesh,
Egypt and Pakistan have responded. The last reminder has been sent this month.
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32. On the implementation of the recommendations of the Seminar on Poverty
Alleviation, held in Jakarta on 16-19 June 1998 and the Joiilt Meeting of Experts nnd
Decision Makers on Social San~ty Nets, also held in Jakarta on 13-17 August 1999, till the
deadline of Mid-december, no member has responded to the request of information by the
Commission (Decisions 57,58 of the VII. Session).
AGENDA ITEM 10:FINANCE-BANKING-PRIVATISATION

33. As offered em'lier, tlw I. R. of.lran organis(xi nn IUh'l'untionnl Tnlining COHrs..,
on !shunk Bnnking on 8-18 October 2000. With the exception of Nigeria, all the Inembers
took part. On the other hand, Malaysia also organised a Technical Training Program on the
Malaysian Capital Market on 9.. 13 October 2000. In addition to the host country, Egypt,
Indonesia, Pakistan and Turkey participated. Both meetings proved very beneficial to the
member countries.
AGENDA ITEM 11: ENERGY

34. I believe, Nigeria intends to organise the first meeting of the Working Group on
Energy soon. Meanwhile, the Iranian Authorities is expected to propose the date of the oil
and gas workshop, originally announced at the vn. Session.
35. As for the implementation or the recommendations of the Training Programs on
Solar Energy Systems for Isolated Villages (SESIV) and on Micro-Hydro Power Plant (l\1PP),
both held in Jakarta, till the deadline of Mid-december, only Egypt, Indonesia and the l.R. of
Iran informed about the implementation of the recommendations of SESIV. Moreover, Egypt
and Indonesia also reported on their implementation of the recommendations ofMPP. 1 have
recently circulated them altogether to the member countries for their perusal and for possibk'
ioint action at a later stage, especially in seeking tlmding for financing projects in the rural
energy sector as stated in para.75 of the decisions taken at the VII. Session.
\.GENDA ITEM 12: RURAL DEVELOPMENT

36. As would be recalled, the Commission reiterated at the New York f\1ceting... its
equest from Bangladesh and Egypt to prepare a revised version of the project "Promoting
.urallndustrialisation by Comprehensive Approach" (para.25 of the Decisions). In response,
gypt has just submitted the new version of the project, which has been circulated to the
\ember countries.
~ENDA

ITEM 13: ENVIRONMENT

37. Turkey organised the first meeting of the Working Group on Environment in
:anbul on 20-21 September 2000. In addition to the host country, four members participated.
Howing extensive discussions, the workshop identified potential areas of cooperation in this
ld. The Irania'n Delegation proposed to hold the next meeting of the Working Group in
hran to look into the technical aspects of environmental cooperation amongst 0-8
lntries.

AGENDA ITEM: 14 LiAisON WiTH THE ole

38. As would be recalled, the Delegation of Bangladesh us the Chair Country rais~d
tnis subject at the Coordination Meeting of the OIC Foreign Ministers, held in New York last
September. In their joint communique, they welcomed this proposal.
39. With a view to follow up this initial step, the Chair Country later approached the
OIC Secretariat for the inscription of this subject into the agenda of the OIC Summit at Doha
with the hope that the question might be finalised on that occasion. The OIC Secretariat
accepted this request. As a matter of fact, the subject was addressed in the meeting of senior
officials which preceded the Summit. Nevertheless, partly due to the hectic work of the
Summit and partly due to the additional time required by some members of the Ole to tlJrther
study this proposal, the draft resolution on this subject could not be taken up. The
Commissioner of Bangladesh has, I am sure, more to say on the subject. In any case, the
Commission may consider the strategy to be followed for again raising this issue at the next
meeting of the OIC foreign ministers.
AGENDA ITEM: 15 COORDINATING UNIT

40. The Commission may decide on the modalities of payment of the yearly financial
contribution towards the expenses of the coordinating unit as agreed at its last session.
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lJRGENT
8 January 2001
ADDENDUM
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
(18 December 2000)
Additional information and data offered by the member countries after the
circulation of the Report of the Executive Director are compiled herebelow:
1. Para.lt: Visa Procedures

The second revised text of the Agreement on Simplification of Visa
Procedures for Businessmen, prepared by the Iranian Authorities in the light of
comments by some member countries, is circulated with our letter No: TRlOl/7 dated
8 January 2001.
2. Para.t2: Shipping
a. Bangladesh prepared the final draft outline of their proposal on the
Shipping Business Forum, which has been circulated with our letter TRJOO/493 dated
31 December 2000.
b. Egypt informed that they would be preparing a revised version of their
proposal on shipping, with the request that the earlier version be disregarded (Our
letter No.TRIO1/2 dated 2 January 2001).
3. Para.17: Trade Facilitation/Customs Procedures
In addition to Indonesia, this time Bangladesh has also given its views and
proposals on the subject.
4. Para.20: Trade Database
In addition to Pakistan, this time Indonesia and Turkey have also sent their
comments on the final version of the Egyptian proposal.
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5. Para.2': Food Security

Turkey has given its response to the recommendations of the Workshop held
in Tehran.
6. Para. 31: HRD and Poverty Alleviation

In addition to Bangladesh, Egypt and Pakistan, this time Turkey has also
responded to the questionnaire circulated by Indonesia in preparation of the Workshop
which will be held next May.
,. Para. 35: Energy

In 'addition to Egypt, Indonesia and the I.R. of Iran, this time Turkey has also·
informed about its implementation of the recommendations of SESIV.
8. Para's 38-39: Liaison

The last OIC Summit held at Doha adopted a Resolution, approving the
establishment of liaison between D-8 and OIC. Accordingly, I have recently
approached the Ole Secretary General to work out the modalities of cooperation (OUf
letters No: COM/SUMlOO/478 and eOMl01/6 dated 19 December 2000 and 4 January
2001 respectively).
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16 January 2001
The Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs,
The Honourable Ministers, Excellencies,
T,adies and Gentlemen,

During the tenure of the Chairmanship of Bangladesh, we came together several
times at the Capital City of this brotherly country. This would the last occasion to meet as
the Commission at Dhaka. We shall always cherish the days we spent in this fascinating
city and carry with us unforgettable memories.
The D-8 Chainnanship of Bangladesh has been active and fruitful. The mere fact
that out of34 expert level meetings, 24 were held during the Chairmanship of Bangladesh
testifIes it. The leadership demonstrated by Prime Minister Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina
and the guidance given by the Foreign Minister His Excellency Samad Azad and other
Cabinet Ministers for the promotion ofD-8 cooperation have been most inspiring.

***
In addition to my periodical Report, I have also submitted to this session an
Evaluation Report covering the D-8 activities since the creation of our Grouping. The
progress so far achieved can in no way be underestimated. Indeed, the Industrial and
Technological Databank Network (ITDB) has been launched, the prototype of the
Agricultural Aircraft manufactured and substantial work undertaken for the establishment
of the International Marketing and Trading Company (IMTC). In the sector of trade, a
major topic for cooperation, in addition to the IMTC project, concrete steps have been
taken in trade related issues, namely, the conclusion of an agreement on easing visa
procedures for businessmen, establishment of a single framework for shipping,
silnplification and harmonisation of banking measures, trade facilitation and elimination
of barriers, setting up of a trade data base, development of small and medium sized
enterprises (SMEs).On the other hand, the creation of the D-8 Business Forum is an
important achievement as it would be instrumental to involve private sectors in D-8
cooperation. With the signature by the chambers of five member countries, the Charter has
recently entered into force and the Forum has thus come into existence.
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Moreover, by organising workshops, seminars, training courses, the member
countries have also shared their experience, expertise and knowledge in several fields such
as aquaculture, food security, poverty alleviation, takaful, banking and capital markets,
energy, rural development, environment, health, etc.
Nevertheless, as they say, the better is the enemy of the good. The better we
implement the decisions and recommendations and follow them up, the faster the progress
will be, and the greater the benefits will accrue to the member countries.

***
At the Istanbul Summit, the Heads of State and Government decided that liaison be
established with other regional and international organisations and groupings. This is
important in order to share knowledge and expertise and to benefit from each other's
experience as well as to promote joint endeavours. In this connection, I am pleased to state
that the necessary steps have been taken to establish liaison between the D-8 and
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC). In fact, the Heads of State and Government
ofOIC have recently adopted a Resolution to this effect' at the Doha Summit. Thereafter,
I have approached the Secretary General of the said Organisation to work out a document
defining the modalities of cooperation between the two bodies. Here, I would like to pay
tribute to the Government of Bangladesh for its efforts to this end.
The members ofD-8 Grouping have, as you know, also memberships in some
other regional organisations/groupings or links with them such as ASEAN, APEC,
SAARC, ECO, The League of Arab States, Black Sea Economic Cooperation, European
Union, Group of 20, etc. I believe, the dual memberships may also serve to share the
information and knowledge available in these organisations and groupings, and to draw
upon their experience.

***
This Session of the Commission is primarily designed to prepare the Cairo Summit
and to ensure its success. The Commission has a rather heavy agenda before it. I am sure;
under the able and diligent Chairmanship of Ambassador Toufiq Ali, the Commission will
be able to handle all the issues in its agenda and end up its work with tangible results.
In concluding, I would like to express my gratitude and thanks to the Government
and the People of Bangladesh for their hospitality and generosity.
Long live Bangladesh.
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18 December 2000
DRAFT AGENDA
IX SESSION OF THE COI\'Il\1ISSION
(t 6- t 7 January 200 I, Dhaka)

l.Opening statement by the Chairman of the Commission
2.Adoption of the Agenda
3. a) Report of the Executive Director (periodical)
b) Evaluation Report (June 1997 -January 2001)

-t.Prcparations of the Cairo Summit
5. Trade
a) International Marketing and Trading Company (IMTC)
b) Trade Related Issues
i. Charter of the Business Forum
ii Fasing visa prnl'Cdllrl'S 1'01' businessmcn
iii Shipping

iv. Simplification and harmonisation of banking measures
v. Trade facilitation! customs procedures
vi. Agreements on the avoidance of double taxation and pro.motion! protection of
investments
\·ii. Trade database
viii Small and medium sized enterprises (Sl\'II~s)
6. Agricultural Aircraft Project
7.1TDB Network
8.Agriculture

9.11uman Resources Development and Poverty Alleviation
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10.Finance-Banking-Privatisation
II.Energy

12.Rural Development
13.Environment
14.Liaison with the OIC
15. Coordinating Unit
16. Any other Business
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